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O light set a flame in amber, and freeze
the rose’s pulse.

i

| lean against a shade; cold thoughts,
so warm your heavy lids with still
shrouded dreams.

This wind which caught me leaving,
becalmed its own shyness . . . so twist
its keen direction towards a final end.

i

Cold statements thaw time's stiliness,
but once the daydream’s midnight

belled slow refrain ends, — listlessly
dipping my finger in the petrified waters of
its daytime ring, | move the fretting pulse
of yesterday’s tomorrow.

v
Steps; bequeathed entrances, falling
below a line of shore . . . lie still,

move your eyes, let this vision of time
declare itself void.

\Y

This silence before light cuts a knot
of dreams

1—2 2—1% 1—2 2—1...
glass framed shadows from blue
circles

stops my breath.

Harrison Birtwistle
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