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CAN YOU SMELL
IT? CAN YOU

SMELL THE LOVE

OF OUR LIFE?P

BREATHE THIS
AlR, SOLDIERS!

THIS IS THE
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THIS IS
SLUPPOSED
TO 8E

MY

REMATCH/




ARE YOU
SURE

ABOUT

THAT?

VICTORY,
AT LAST...

TOLD YA NOW
GIVE ME MY

Hl... T JUST FINISHED
TRAINING, AND...

HEH.., WANT
TO TAKE A




TESTING THE TILT
OF THE TOWER.

WHAT ARE
THEY DOING?

THESE SIEGE
TOWERS ARE MADE

TO STOP BEFORE THE
MOAT, THEN TILT TO

REACH THE BLACK

Y

WALLS.

SOITIS
TRUE...

WE WILL NOT DEFEND
OURSELVES LIKE WE

ALWAYS DID... THIS TIME
WE WILL ATTACK,

YES, SINCE WE CAME
HERE, T SUPPOSE IT'S
NOT A SECRET ANYMORE.

THIS BATTLE WILL
BE OUR DEFINING
VICTORY AGAINST
MEGALOS... OR
OUR NOBLE AND
SO COVETED DEATH.

I'D RATHER
BEING LIVE A
REMEMBERED &LORIOUS AND
FOR A HONORARBLE
GLORIOUS DEATH LIFE...

IN BATTLE [S THE
MOST HONORABLE
THING IN THE 5

.

50 YOU DION'T
CHANGE YOUR
MIND ABOUT
OUR TENETS.

WHEN I WAS YOLING,
I STARTED WONDERING
ABOUT OUR SOCIETY,
LIKE YOU DID, BECAUSE
I COULDN'T COMPARE
IT TO ANY OTHER IN
THIS WORLD THAT I
READ ABOUT IN ALL
MY 800KS..

IT EVEN MORE... YOU
CHANGED ME, OR RATHER,
YOU MADE ME CHANGE.

BUT I KNEW I WAS

NOTHING, NO ONE, SO
WHEN WE 8ROKE UP, T

JUST STARTED TO FORGET
ALL THAT, IGNORE ALL THE
ANGER AND FRUSTRATION,
ALL THE CONTRADICTIONS

AND THE HORRORS
IN THE 5 CLANS..,

BUT THEN, ON THE
WAY HERE FROM OLIR
CLAN, T MET SOMEONE,
A SHE ELF.

WE HAD A
RELATIONSHIP, WE
CARED ABOUT EACH
OTHER, AND SHE WAS
WORRIED ABOUT ME
GOING TO WAR...

SHE MADE ME OPEN
MY EYES ONCE AGAIN.




EVERY DAY I TRAIN, I PO THEN EVERY NIGHT, I O

MY BEST TO EXCEL, TO BACK TO MY TENT AND PUT
PLEASE MY SUPERIORS, THAT MASK AWAY...
TO BECOME THE PERFECT TO BE MYSELF AGAIN.

SOLDIER,
[ .
il

I WOLILD RATHER
SPEND THE NIGHT
WITH SOMEONE 1
BARELY KNOW,
THAN 8E ALONE
WITH MY
THOUGHTS..,

THE REAL ME... TORN...
AH... CONFLICTED,
WITHOUT AMBITIONS

OR DREAMS...

BUT THEN T WAKE UP I HAVE TO BE I CAN'T BE WHAT
AH... AND
AGAIN AND T HAVE TO e M Tieep || EVERYBODY EXPECTS ME /)
WEAR THAT MASK AGAIN... N OF IT. TO 8E... T DON'T FEEL IT, /
I I DON'T WANT TO FIGHT

AND DIE, T CAN'T
FORCE MYSELF TO
LOVE THIS WAR,

T UNDERSTAND YOU,

I KNOW VERY
WELL HOW
HEAVY THIS

MASK CAN BE,

AKIO.




SOMETIMES T THINK
ABOUT HOW THINGS
WOULD &0 IF WE

MADE IT OUT OF
,  THE CLAN...

YOUR NEW
TATTOO...
I LIKE ITf

BLACK TAILS,

RIGHT? YOU I REMEMBER

ALWAYS LIKED EVERYTHING FROM
THOSE THOSE DAYS WITH

YOU, HEIGAN...

ANIMALS...

PFF, SORRY, HEHE!
THAT WAS REALLY
SAPPY.

YOU SAID YOUR
EYES ARE OPEN
AGAIN..

THAT YOU STILL
THINK ABOUT A
LIFE OUTSIDE THE

5 CLANS.

WE'RE STLICK
HERE...

IF | HAD A
CHANCE
I... AH..

T WISH THERE IF YOU HAD A CHANCE
IS A WAY TOO... TO PUN AWAY WITHOUT “
8UT THERE ISN'T. BEING CAUGHT, WOLILD

YOU TAKE IT? WOULD
YOU TAKE THE RISK?




YES.. IF T COULD RUN
AWAY WITHOUT BEING
CAUGHT, I'D DO IT.
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BREAK?

AH...
YES,
PLEASE.

HEH,
ALRIGHT
Ble aUY,

I'M 6OING TO
GET YOU SOME HEY, DID
WATER, YOU SEE

MAYBE HE'S TOO

YEAH, THE
-'F’SX‘.’S?”&?-?H A MAN, LOOK AT HEY

HIM/ HE'S JUST

AcleL.. A KID...

YEAH, MY
CLOTHES ARE
ALL SWEATY,
THEY DEFINITELY
NEED TO BE
WASHED.., THAT
WOULD 8E AN
APPROPRIATE

PRETTY SHOULDN'T YOU BE
eleL! IN THE CASTLE WITH
THE CLEANERS?

EHEHEH/

TAKING CARE
OF PIGS 15 NOT WHAT DID
APPROPRIATE YOU CALL
FOR A GIRL.

S0RRY,
6uYs..,
ASK
SOMEONE




S-SR
ULYSSES!

SHUT LUP,
PleS/ THIS PLACE
IS FOR TRAINING,

TO THE WALLS/
YOU ARE ON
GUARD DUTY!/

NOT RELAXIN&G/
o U SlR LILYSSES. PETRO, COME WITH
ME TO THE STABLES.
P— 5

I HEARD YOU HELPED
SOLVE A SITUATION
BETWEEN THE GUARDS
AND THE MINERS AT THE
VILLAGE YESTERDAY.
IT WASN'T YOUR JOB8,
BUT YOU TOOK CARE
OF IT... YOU MANAGED
THE SITUATION
PRETTY WELL...

I'M HERE
TO HELP, SIR

YOU KNOW 1 NEED ANOTHER YOU'RE
HOW TO MAN FOR OUR COMING WITH
ME AND
LORD KYROS.

IT's JUST A FORMAL
INTRODUCTION TO
THE LORD OF THE

ARROWHEAD SOUTH
FROM HERE, LORD
COSTA. WE'LL ESCORT
LORD KYROS AND
SIR PAPIOS THERE.

EXACTLY,
LET'S MOVE,

LET'S NOT
WASTE ANY
MORE TIME,
IS MY MOLINT

ALRIGHT,

C'MON.

LET'S 6ET
THIS OVER
QUICKLY.

I HEARD
ONLY 8AD
THINGS

ABOUT
LORD COSTA.



I ONLY KNOW
HIS SONS, THEY'RE
TOTALLY DIFFERENT
FROM HIM, EVERY

STORY YOU MAY

HAVE HEARD

ABOUT LORD
COSTA IS TRUE.
HE'S A FAMOUS
LORD GENERAL/

HYAH/

LET'S MAKE THIS A
VERY FAST VISIT, THEN,

WE'LL 8E THERE
SOON., SORRY THAT |
DIDN'T WARN YOU
BEFORE, HEHE,

SIR PAPIOS

HE PROBABLY THINKS THAT HIS
RECOGNIZED ME, ESCOLCT SHOULD 8 MADE OUT PERSONALLY,
T:i TE’E’\A’\E"C?EE% OF HIS PERSONAL GUARDS AND I\Jg{i‘é‘;%“
MET... HE GAVE e ﬁé\%‘gmggf E,CV)VJH an WASTED AS A
ME A GLANCE. COMMON SOLDIER,
YOU'RE A VERY
SKILLED
SWORDSMAN,

PETRO.

THANK YOU,
sSie.




50... YOU FOUGHT
HERE ALL THOSE
YEARS AGO, SIR.

I THOUGHT

WITH THE WHOLE
MY FATHER ARMY HERE AT THE
LOST EVERYTHING BLACK WALLS, THE
HE HAD BECAUSE || SOUTHERN CONTINENT
HE MARRIED A WAS FULL OF BRIGANDS,
PEASANT. I HAD |l guT IN THE END I LOST
NOTHING WHEN ALL I HAD AND T
THEY DIED... THE THOUGHT "HEY, T
ONLY THING T STILL HAVE SOME
KNEW WAS HOW NOBLE PELATIVES

TO FIEHT, T'VE SOMEWHERE", SO
ALWAYS BEEN BIE T FOLIND MY

AND STRONG, S0 LUNCLE.
I BECAME A
MERCENARY.

—

LUNFORTUNATELY...
HE WAS AN OLD
GRUMPY WHORESON
WHO DIDON'T WANT ME IN
HIS SERVICE. HE SENT
ME AND HIS SON KYROS
HERE, TO HIS BASTARD
SON CIRIL, THE
FATHER OF PAPIOS,

MY UNCLE HAD AN
AFFAIR WITH A WOMAN
WHEN HE FOUGHT HERE,
AND SINCE PEOPLE WHO
ARE BORN IN THIS LAND,
THE CHILOREN OF THE
SUN, CAN'T LEAVE THE
ARMY, THEIR SON CIRIL
REMAINED HERE WITH
HIS SON PAPIOS.

WE FOUGHT TOGETHER
FOR SOME YEARS,
THEN MY LINCLE DIED
AND KRYOS INHERITED
HIS CASTLE... 5O 1
FOLLOWED HIM,

WE WERE BEST
FRIENDS, T SAVED
HIS LIFE IN BATTLE,
SO HE MADE ME HIS
BODYEUARD, AND
MADE ME A KNIGHT.
I OWE HIM
EVERYTHING.

THEN SOME MONTHS
AcO0O, HIS HALF

BROTHER CIRIL DIED,
AND SINCE KYROS

HAD AN ADULT SON,
HE GAVE HIM THE
CASTLE AND WE
CAME HERE,




THIS LORD
GENERAL,
COSTA?

WHEN WE WERE
YOUNE, HE WAS
ALREADY A FAMOUS
WARRIOR, WELL
KNOWN FOR HIS
CRUELTY AND ...
RLUTHLESS ANGER.

SR, WHAT'S SO
TERRIBLE ABOUT

LORD GENERAL

KYROS DOESN'T
SEEM TO LIKE
HIM,

WE ONLY
KNOW HIM
8Y FAME.

HE'S A
TERRIBLE MAN.,

HE LOVES TO
CAPTURE AND
TORTURE WOLVES,
THEY SAY THAT'S THE
REASON WHY HIS WIFE
EIRENE HATES HIM...

POOR WOMAN,

HE LIKES TO
TURN THEM INTO
BROKEN ONES,

" BETTER IF YOU
DON'T KNOW,
20Y.

7 YEARS AGO, HE
CAPTURED THE ALPHA
MALE AND SKINNED
HIM ALIVE IN FRONT
OF HIS SOLDIERS...

HE MADE A CLOAK
OUT OF HIS FUR,
AND HE STILL
WEARS IT...

BROKEN
ONES,
sie?

I CAN
LINDERSTAND
HATING OUR
ENEMIES 8UT




LORD GENERAL
KYROS...

WHAT KIND OF
MAN |5 HE, SIR?

A NOBLE,
NOT JUST
8Y TITLE.

HIS FATHER WAS AN
ARSEHOLE. THAT'S FOR
SURE... BUT HE'S NOTHING
LIKE THAT MAN, HE'S
HONORABLE, NOBLE AND
INTELLIGENT. I RESPECT

<

EVERYBODY LOVES HIM
AT HIS CASTLE, HE'S A
RIGHTEOUS LORD WHO
ALWAYS HELPS THE
POOR, HE WILL DO THE
SAME HERE IN
NKRIKOLLA AS LONG
AS WE'LL STAY HERE.

THAT MEANS LINTIL
HIS NEPHEW PAPIOS
BECOMES MATLIRE
ENOLIGH TO INHERIT
THE ARROWHEAD AND
BECOME A LORD
GENERAL LIKE HIS
FATHER CIRIL. BUT IF
YOU ASK ME... THAT
WILL TAKE A WHILE.
PAPIOS IS AN
ARROGANT, ANGRY
8OY, SPOILED
AND NAIVE...

WHO KNOWS,,,

MAYRE KYROS
WILL TURN HIM
INTO A REAL
NOBLE, EHEH!

WE'LL SEE...




IT'M LORD
GENERAL KYROS,
LORD COSTA IS
WAITING FOR LIS,

LET THEM
PASS,

FOLLOW ME, SIR.

STAY HERE,
WE'LL BE
BACK SOON.,

YES, SlR.

PETRO! T
REMEMBER

CAPTAIN

SEEMS LIKE YOU'RE DOING
WELL, YOUNG MAN. WASN'T THAT
THE NEW LORD OF NKRIKOLLA?
HOW ARE YOU?

YES, SIR,
I'M FINE,
Sie,

YOU'VE NO IDEA HOW HAPPY T AM
TO TALK WITH SOMEONE WHO'S NOT
A NOBLE OR A SUPERIOR... ALL THAT
"YES, SIR" AND "YES, M'LORD"

NESIOS,
HOW LONG HAS IT ALMOST AND I STILL
BEEN? 3 MONTHS? 4, 5lR, REMEMBER YOU...
I IMPRESS
MYSELF,

TELL ME, DO YOU
HAVE SOME WINE
WITH YOU?P

AHM...
I'M AFRAID
NOT, sIR,

AH, DAMN... COME, LET'S
T'LL HAVE TALK. T NEED A
TO WAIT UNTIL BREAK FROM
THE TAVERN ALL THE
FORMAL

OPENS THEN...
MEETINES...

WITH THE
DEATH OF LORD
GENERAL CIRIL,
THERE WAS
CONFLUSION
ABOUT THE NEW
"RECRUITS",

I DIDN'T STAY 50O
I DON'T KNOW IF
YOU WERE
SEPARATED OR
NOT...




YES, MOST OF LS THAT FUCKER WELL, WE &OT THAT... GlRL WITH

WENT SOUTH AND BECAME A PEOPLE SEPARATED THE SCAR ON
GOT SEPARATED MARTYR TO COMPLAINEDI| AcAIN LATER, HER FACE.
ACROSS THE FARMS ALL HIS FANS,.,  ABOUT HIS T BECAME A
AND THE WALLS. HE'S MORE SENTENCE || cuapD ON THE
I WAS WITH KOSMAS FAMOLS NOW INALL OF || g Ack WALLS,
OF AKROS... THAN HE WAS MEGALOS, || AND THERE T

BEFOPE, EHEH/ MET XENI.

SN
3;5@'” )

1

OH, YES!' T
THINK T
REMEMBER
HER, NOW,

AH... T'VE BEEN
DOING THIS JOB

THE HARDEST PART
IS CONVINCING THE

FOR TOO MANY LORD GENERALS TO ESPECIALLY
YEARS. T ACCEPT SOME SINCE THEY
TRAVELLED ACROSS EX-CRIMINALS TO DON'T NEED

ALL OF MEGALOS,
SEARCHED FOR THE
CONDEMNED WHO
CAN FIGHT, AND
OFFER THEM TO

THEIR GOLDEN
LEGIONS. MOST
OF THEM DON'T
LIKE THE IDEA,

THEM... IT'S BEEN
7 YEARS SINCE
THE LAST REAL

BATTLE, WE'RPE
GROWING IN

COME HERE AH... NUMBERS, 8UT

INSTEAD OF THE PESOURCES

STAYING IN ARE NOT
PRISON, GROWING

WITH US,

MEANWHILE, THOSE

NOT REALLY,
FURRY BASTARDS IN

20 BE AT 50.. THERE || WE STILL KILL
boailor IS PEACE, SENTINELS
GROWING FOR NOW. IN THE LANDS
NUMBERS AT TWICE RBETWEEN THE
THE SPEED... )

BLACK WALLS
AND THEIR
SECTORS, AND
THEY DO THE
SAME WITH OURS.

THERE WILL NEVER
B8E PEACE... NOT
UNTIL WE TAKE
THEIR DAMN LAND.

THE LAST OF THE 4
CONTINENTS OF THE
DRAGON, THE ONLY
ONE THAT IS NOT
MEGALOS.., YET.

HM... FLCK,
I NEED TO
DRINK.

I.. 6OTTA
BE HONEST,
Sie...

I... HEH...



T STILL KNOW 5
NOTHING ABOUT THENS THE
THEM...
WHAT DO YOU
KNOW ABOUT

THEM?

WELL... THAT THEY'PE
STPONG. 8I&,

WOLVES OF:, FEARLESS... THE BEST

THE CLANS: WARRIORS IN THE

HM..,

CRAZY MONSTERS.
THEY PERFECTLY
ADAPTED TO THIS WAR,
THEY LIVE FOR IT, AND
THEY DIE FOR IT. ALL
THEY CARE ABOUT IS TO
FIGHT AND DIE IN BATTLE
WITH HONOR, TO 8E
REMEMBERED FOR HOW
THEY FOUEGHT. THEIR
ONLY REASON TO
LIVE IS THIS WAR,

NO MERCY, NO
FEAR, NO
SLIRRENDER,

THEY'RE TALLER,
BIGGER, FASTER

AND STRONGER
THAN ANY HUMANOID
Or PRIMAL...

I SAW THEM IN
BATTLE, THEY ARE
INCREDIBLE. IN MY
FIRST BATTLE, I CUT
THE ARM OF ONE OF

THEM... SHE KEPT
FIGHTING LIKE IT WAS
NOTHING. THEY ARE
TRAINED TO IGNORE
THE PAIN.

AND THAT'S THE SCARIEST PART,
THEY LOOK IMMORTAL, INVINCIBLE,
I REMEMBER MY PREVIOUS GENERAL
SLICING THE THROAT OF ONE OF THEM,
AND THAT WOLF KEPT FIGHTING.,

HE KILLED MY GENERAL AND 10 OTHER
W MEN BEFORE THEY FINALLY KILLED IT.
THERE'S NO WAY TO WIN AGAINST
THEM IF YOU'RE ALONE.

FOR EVERY WOLF

THERE ARE & GOLDEN
SOLDIERS... 8UT

THAT'S NOT ENOUEH.

WITHOUT
THESE BLACK
WALLS, THEY
WOULD'VE KILLED
US CENTURIES
AcO.



THEY ALSO HAVE
HEALERS. SO IF
YOU WOLIND A
WOLF, HE CAN €O
TO ONE OF THEM
AND COME BACK
COMPLETELY
HEALED,

WANNA BE SURE
THAT THEY ARE DEAD?
CUT THEIR HEAD OFF...
RPEMEMBER THIS
ADVICE, PETRO.

THEY DON'T
CARE THAT MAGIC
IS EVIL AND
DANGEROUS...
TSK...

THEY MAKE THEM DRINK
A SECRET POISON WHEN
THEY ARE PUPS, AND THE
ONES WHO SURVIVE BECOME
STRONGER, THEY BECOME
IMMUNE TO DISEASES AND
INFECTIONS, IMMUNE TO ANY
KIND OF POISON. THEY
BECOME THE PERFECT
WARRIORS, IT MAKES THEM
ALMOST INVINCIBLE.

THEY DON'T NEED TO

EAT OR REST DURING
BATTLES... THEY CAN

AVOID THAT FOR DAYS...
CAN YOU IMAGINE

AN ENEMY LIKE THAT?

IN ANCIENT TIMES, ONLY
THE STRONGEST TOOK THAT
POISON, BUT IN THE LAST FEW
CENTURIES EVERY WOLF OF

THE 5 CLANS DRINKS IT...

AND THERE ARE
THOUSANDS OF
THEM. SOME SAY
THEY ARE MORE
THAN A MILLION.

THEY DON'T

WANT TO INVADE
T-THEY COULD UsS, AND THEY

CONQUER ALL DON'T WANT OUR
OF MEGALOS LAND. THEY KNOW
IF THEY WANTED... || IT WILL ONLY LEAD

TO FURTHER
CONFLICTS IN
Tfef,uoTﬂﬁs' THE TRUTH 15
DEFEND THEIR THAT, THEIR
LANDS.. CAUSE 1S NOBLE,
WHILE OURS IS NOT.
AND THE ONLY
PEASON WHY THEY
TURNED INTO THE
MONSTERS THEY
ARE TODAY, 1S
BECAUSE OF US,

BUT THEY
DON'T.

AND NOW WE SUFFER
THE CONSEQUENCES
OF OUR GOLDEN KING'S

AMBITION...




I HEARD THAT
THE S CLANS
ARE RULED
BY FEMALES.
S IMMORTAL
QUEEN WOLVES,
ONE FOR
EACH CLAN.

NOT THAT HIS AMBITION
IS NOT &00D. HE WANTS

A WORLD LINITED,
AFTER ALL...

8UT T THINK THAT AFTER
4 CENTURIES, EVEN T
WOULD'VE FOLIND AN
ALTERNATIVE SOLUTION

TO THIS WAR.

THEY CALL
THEM "SAGES"
NOT QUEENS.
AND... T'M NOT
SURE THEY ARE
REALLY IMMORTAL
LIKE OUR KING.

THEY CONTROL
EVERYTHING IN THE
EASTERN CONTINENT, NOT

PAID AND SUPPLIED 8Y ALL
THE KINEDOMS OF THE
CONTINENT. THEY SAY THEY
HAVE AMBASSADORS AND
SPIES IN EVERY CITY TO
PREVENT WARS INSIDE THE
CONTINENT. UNDER THEM,
THERE ARE THE SHOGUN

WHO RULE THE CLANS,
AND THE ALPHA MALE WHO
RULES THE BATTLEFRONT,

THE SHOGUN CONTROLS THE 8LUSHI. THEY ARE
WHAT WE CALL NOBLES OR LORDS... THERE ARE
MANY IN EVERY CLAN. THE CLANS ARE NOTHING
BUT TRAINING CAMPS AS Bl& AS A LAND, WHERE
SENSEI TRAIN THEIR RECRUITS.

THEY TRAIN ALL DAY, EVERY DAY, 30 HOURS A
DAY, 30 DAYS A MONTH, 300 DAYS A YEAR. WHEN -
THE RECRUITS ARE OLD ENOUGH, THEY MAKE PLPS,

THEN COME HERE TO THE SBATTLEFRONT TO FIGHT.
EVERY LAND IN THE BATTLEFRONT IS RULED 8Y THE
ALPHA MALE, HE CONTROLS THE GENERALS WHO

RULE SOME LANDS, PIVIDED IN SECTORS.

EVERY SECTOR HAS A CAPTAIN WHO ALSO
CONTROLS THE SATTALIONS IN THEIR SECTOR.
THEY DON'T CARE IF YOU'RE A MALE OR FEMALE,
AS LON& AS YOU CAN FIGHT.

THEIR SECTORS
ARE JUST LIKE

THEIR
SeCcTOps VILLAGES, WITH

APE BLACKSMITHS,
SO INNKEEPERS,
THERE, MERCHANTS...
BEHNG BT AL OF
THOSE THEM ARE

HILLS. ALSO TRAINED

SOLDIERS...

ONE MILLION
MONSTERS...

ONE

MILLION
SOLDIERS
WHO JUST
WAIT FOR US
TO ATTACK

THEIR
DEFENSES...



WELL, THAT'S WHAT
WE DO. ISN'T IT, SIR?
WE KILL MONSTERS.

AAH, POOR 8OY... YOU

STILL HAVE SO MUCH
TO LEARN ABOUT THIS
WORLD,

AH, BLISSFUL
IENORANCE. THE
BEST THING ABOUT
BEING A
COMMONER,

IF PEOPLE OF
MEGALOS KNEW
THE REAL HORROR
OF THIS WAR AND
THE PEASONS WHY
IT STARTED... HEH...

A WORLD IN PEACE, WITHOUT
WARS AND CONFLICTS..,
WHERE EVERYONE IS EQUAL
AND GUIDED 8Y A WISE IMMORTAL
EMPEROR THAT RULES ALL 4
CONTINENTS OF THE DRAGON,

WHAT DO YOU
MEAN, SIe? THE EASTERN
CONTINENT IS A LAND
OF SAVAGES AND
ILLITERATE
RPETROGRADES WHO
ALWAYS HATED OUR
MODERN SOCIETY.
THEY FORCED US TO
BUILD GIANT WALLS TO
PROTECT OUR PEOPLE
FROM THE EVIL
MONSTERS WHO LIVE
IN THE 5 CLANS...

SOME SAY THAT THE
WOLVES WERE FORCED
TO LEAVE THEIR LANDS,
AND THAT THE GOLDEN
KING ALWAYS HATED
PRIMAL PEOPLE. SO WHEN
THEY SAW THAT WOLVES
FOUSHT AND WON
AGAINST THE GOLDEN
KING... WELL...

THEY STARTED THIS
WAR 8Y KILLING OuR
PEOPLE WHO CAME
HERE IN PEACE,
BECALISE THEY WERE
TOO CLOSE TO THE
MORI FOREST WHERE
THE WOLVES LIVED,

THIS IS IN OUR HISTORY
BO0OKS AND THIS 1S
WHAT PEOPLE NEED TO
KNOW. WE ARE 600D,
AND THEY ARE EVIL.

IT WAS FOLLOWED 8Y A

CENTURY OF REBELLIONS
AND RACIAL WARS IN

ALL OF MEGALOS...

PRIMALS IN MEGALOS

LIVED IN THE LANDS THAT ERIEHL ENSLIOE

THE GOLDEN KING TSES'ETS m?:
ADAMANTIOS CONQUERED AT aUeN WHOEVER
THE BEGINNING OF HIS REIEN, THE GOLDEN
THEY WERE FORCED TO PAY KING DOESN'T

WAR DERTS AND TAXES, LIKE

S0 THEY PEBELLED...
AFTER THAT CENTURY OF
REBELLIONS, ALMOST ALL
OF THEM WERE ENSLAVED
AND FORCED TO 8UILD

THE BLACK WALLS.

CAPTAIN

THE SUN OF MEGALOS NESIOS...

SURE IS BRIGHT...

AH! DON'T T'M JUST AN OLD,
MIND ME, GRUMPY DRUNKARD ;%‘tiﬁ‘;ﬂvi.ﬂ;&
PETRO... WHO LIKES TO ADAMANTIOS.

GRUMBLE, EHEH/

L-LON& LIVE
THE GOLDEN
KING..,



DAMN, T REALLY WAR IS
NEED TO DRINK HORRIBLE,
NOW... INDEED,

BUT THINK
ABOUT WHAT
OUR VICTORY
I WILL BRING
”:tj:ma‘m? . - CEC o . S TO THIS

WORLD...

THE 4 CONTINENTS IT 15 SOMETHING

OF THE DRAEGON WORTH FIGHTING

LINITED LINDER A FOR, HM? e v -
SINGLE RULER, O L 5 ED ey

NOT LIKE DRAGONS - , =4 i
DID, KEEPING MAGIC A .. | - .
TO THEMSELVES AND
LSING IT TO DOMINATE
PEOPLE. A RIGHTFLL

RULER, AN EMPIRE

WITHOUT WARS

WHERE EVERYONE

IS EQUAL AND

FREE.

IT WAS ABOUT TIME

WE WERE FORMALLY
INTRODUCED TO

EACH OTHER, LORD

INDEED,
LORD
COSTA.

AND PAPIOS, ' : YOUR FATHER AND
COME FIND MY I LIKED TO WATCH
S0ONS, THEY = 11| YOU AND MY SONS
ASKED FOR (i | TRAIN TOGETHER.
YOU. | DON'T WORRY,
YOLING MAN...

YES, LORD
COSTA.

ONE DAY ALL THAT
TRAINING WILL BE
WORTH THE TIME
YOU SPENT HERE,
AND, WHO KNOWS?

MAYRE YOU'LL
MAKE YOUR OWN
CLOAK WITH YOUR
FIRST ENEMY...




WHEN YOU
KILL YOUR
FIRST ENEMY,
THAT'S THE
MOMENT
WHEN YOU

FEEL IT...
ALL YOUR
POWER.

THANK YOU FOR

D YOUR HOSPITALITY,
LORD GENERAL
> COSTA.
]
: N

MAYBE T
COULD TEACH
YOU HOW TO
SKIN ONE
OF THESE
BEASTS..,

I'M SURE WE CAN BE
FRIEND AS MUICH AS
I WAS WITH YOUR
HALF 8ROTHER
CIRIL.

I AM SURE
ABOUT THAT.

f 1
N\
' IT'S BEEN A
PLEASLIRE, SIR.

éO0DBYE,

SEE YOU SOON...

COME ON,
LET'S GET
ouT OF

HERE.



; CAPTAIN, THIS 15 MY
NC;B;‘(I’)A;I;J) SIR PAPIOS, HAH! LUNCLE AND THE NEW
: LORD GENERAL OF
NKRIKOLLA, KYROS,
AND HIS BODYGUARD,
SR ULYSSES.

CONGRATULATIONS
FOR YOUR NEW TITLE
OF LORD GENERAL.,

AND MY CONDOLENCES
TO 80TH OF YOU, MY
LORDS. LORD CIRIL WAS

A 600D MAN,

THANK
YOUu,

CAPTAIN

NESIOS.

YOU ARE THE MAN T HAVE TO s
MEET LATER. WERE YOU Rt000 e
COMING TO OuR
APROWHEAD?

YOU CAN
STAY IN
NKRIKOLLA
TONIGHT, I'LL
IT WOLlLD OFFER YOU A

8E A ,
oLeasUe, | BEER AT THE INN:

MY LORD.

I'M GETTING TIRED OF
ALL THESE MEETINES.
AFTER THIS, MEET ME
AT THE TOP OF THE
ARROWHEAD.
I WANT TO TRAIN...

LIKE THE ,
I'D LOVE
é00D OLD THAT, SR

Lo PAPIOS.
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AH... HOW MANY

TIMES DO T HAVE

TO TELL YOU?
FOOTWORK!

THAT'S ENOLIGH
FOR TODAY! YOU
CAN 60 BACK
TO YOUR DUTY,
GUARD.

MAY T ASK, 2 NO!/
WHY DO YOU ALWAYS ygﬂﬁeﬁé
TRAIN HERE WITH ME? ONE GETTING
STRONGER,
NOT ME.

WELL, YOU KNOW
WHAT THEY SAY. THE
ONLY WAY TO 6ET

STRONGER IS TO
FIGHT A STRONGER

OPPONENT/!

I SEE SOME
POTENTIAL IN YOU,
YOUNG MAN,
YOU'RE NOT JUST
STRONG, YOU'RE
A 00D PERSON...

STILL, YOU HAVE ALL

THE 600D QUALITIES
PEQUIRED TO BE A
6000 SQUIRE!

: , A SQUIGE?
EVEN IF THE '
PEASON WHY S
YOUI'QE HERE

SAYS
OTHERWISE...

60 BACK TO YOLR
DUTY, NOW, GLUARD,
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YOU'RE A BI& € i~
STRONG ADULT! “S
A BI& STRONG
ADUILT... l
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GREAT OOKAMI/ 1F T DID NOT

RELAX, TOKL... KILL YOU WHEN = %C\;EES i
YOU TOLD ME
yOU TOOK MY

CALM DOWN...

DAUGHTER, T
WILL NOT KILL
YOU NOW.




YOU KNOW, I NEVER
WOULD'VE AGREED TO THIS
LINION. T ACCEPTED IT ONLY

BECALSE I LOVE MY

DAUGHTER AND SHE

REALLY LOVES YOU...

I WAS A s8USHI OF
THIS CLAN, AND NOW
IT'M A SENSEL SHE
SHOULD HAVE MARRIED
SOMEONE IMPORTANT.

YOU'RE JUST A
WOODCUTTER,
SON OF A
BLACKSMITH
AND A FARMER...
THEY'LL BE
REMEMBERED,

THEY'LL BE
REMEMBERED...

YOU HAVE NO MONEY,

YOUR HOUSE 1S TOO
SMALL AND TOO FAR
FROM ALL OTHER HOUSES

ON THE HILL... YOU NEVER
SHINED AS A WARRIOR
EITHER, TOKI, ALL WHILE
TKU 1S A DAUGHTER
OF A NOBLE,

50 LET ME
ASK YOU.,.,

WHAT DO YOU HAVE
TO OFFER TO HER?

1]

LTI T?
WA

VNI,

MY LOVE...

MY LIFE!

THIS 1S ALL
I CAN GlVE
HER...

I KNOW THIS IS NOT
ENOUGH... T KNOW THAT
SHE DESERVES BETTER,

BUT SHE CHOSE ME,

AND THIS IS ALL T
HAVE...




T WILL SPEND
EVERY DAY FOR
THE REST OF MY
LIFE MAKING SURE
SHE LIVES A HAPPY
ONE. I WILL 6IVE
HER ALL OF
MYSELF!

T LOVE HER, AND SHE
LOVES ME SINCE WE
WERE PLIPS, AND
NOTHING WILL EVER

CHANGE THAT...

WE WILL MARRY, WITH OR
WITHOUT THE BUSHI'S
PERMISSION, OR YOURS

FOR THAT MATTER/!

[t

WE DON'T NEED
ANYONE'S
PERMISSION
BECAUSE WE ARE
IN LOVE AND
NOBODY WILL
EVER SEPARATE
Us! I wWiLL 0O
ANYTHING TO
STAY WITH HER/

I WILL MARRY
TkU, AND
NOTHING IN
THIS WORLD
cOouLp
EVER...

s0eeyY, I.. YOU WERE
DOING SO

WELL...

AH... T HAVE
SOMETHING
FOR YOU.
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I KNOW YOU ASKED
THE BLACKSMITH HOW
MUCH A COUPLE OF
S&OLDEN BRACELETS

WOULD COST...

SAME REASON WHY

I WAS SO SURPRISED
WHEN YOU TOLD ME
THAT YOU WERE IN A

RELATIONSHIP, NO ONE
KNEW, HEH... WELL,

ANYWAY..,

I'M NOT THE 8USHI
OF THIS PLACE
ANYMORE, 8UT PEOPLE
STILL TALK TO ME
AS IF T WAS ONE..

THEY TELL ME
EVERYTHING!

HERE'S MY
WEDDING
GIFT.

e

THESE WERE MINE

AND IKU'S SHE ASKED ME
MOTHER'S TO &IVE THEM
BRACELETS.., TO IKU AND

HER GROOM.

EIVE ME A
HUe, YOU
gle pork!

HUFF/
AHAHA/

&0 GIVE
HER THESE!

v

C'MON! €O
TELL HER/

AHAHAH!I!
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50ReRY, 0O YOU
: AT THE END OF
KNOW WHERE THE - THIS ALLEY, IN

MARKET 157 THAT BLACK
BARREL.




QUICKLY
WITH THESE
BARPELS/

I WANT TO

SLINSET/

=i
SAIL BEFORE

CAPTAIN
HASSAN?

WE DON'T NEED b Lk
HELP, GUARD! T '
THANKS.., N

T\—"‘? -‘-‘AP =

T AIN'T A
euARD, SIR,
SEEP NO TATTOO!

OH... YES?

| whaT 0o You

NEED?

I'M QUITE
BUSY RIGHT

ARE YA GOIN’ TA SET
SAIL BEFORE DA
SLINSET?

I'M NOT LOOKING
FOR NEW SHIPMATES,
WOLF, IF YOU'RE
LOOKING FOR A JOB,
60 TO ANOTHER SHIP.

MA NAME'S
DUNCAN, SIR, AND..,

T AIN'T LOOKIN'

WHAT DO
YOU WANT
THEN,

WELL, IF YOU HAVE THE
MONEY, YOU CAN TALK
TO...

I DO, I pOf
8UT.., YA SAIL
BEFORE SUNSET,
DON'T YAP

WE JUST LEAVE THE
DOCK AT NIGHT AND

DROP THE ANCHOR IN THE
MIDDLE OF THE LAKE...

I KNOW THAT

WE HAVE THE PERMISSION
TO DO THAT, WE'RE NOT THE
ONLY ONES... TOO MANY

THIEVES, YA KNOW? IT'S
SAFER TO LEAVE IT IN THE
MIDDLE OF THE LAKE.

WELL, SIR, THAT'S WHY
I WANNA LEAVE, 5O 1

WAS WONDERIN' WHERE
THIS SHIP 1S HEADING..

TOO

WE'LL SAIL ALONG THE
RIVER TOWARDS EAST.
WE'LL STOP AT SOME ELVEN
VILLAGES SOUTH FROM
AVARION, THEN WE'LL DOCK
AT XI FOR A COUPLE OF DAYS,
AFTER WHICH WE COME BACK
HERE. WHERE WE LEAVE YOU,
DEPENDS ON HOW MUICH
YOU CAN PAY.

MONEY’'S NOT A
PROBLEM, CAP'N!

YOU SURE? WE DON'T
USUALLY GIVE PASSAGE
TO STRANGERS.

NOT EVEN FER
A THOUSAND
COINS?




1000
COINS, IF THIS 1S SOME

HERE N’ NOW/ KIND OF A JOKE, I...

WAIT, WAIT, WAIT A MINUTE/!

4
CAPTAIN! WHAT DID YOU JUST SAY?

IT'S NOT,

I WELCOME YOU
TO THE TRIDENT,
DUNCAN.

YOU MUST BE CRAZY,
8OY! SAYING THAT
YOU'RE WALKING
AROLIND WITH ALL
THIS MONEY IN THIS
CITY IS LIKE BEGEGING
TO 8E ROBBED

8Y SOMEONE. s I HEARD YA YES,
USUALLY ASK 200.
FER 200 COINS T HAVE
TO BE ESCORTED THE TRAVEL
ON THIS SHIP, DOCUMENTS
AIN'T THAT HERE FOR
you.

DO YOU? ...ARE YOU
A SPY OR SOMETHING?

I REALLY HATE
BUREALICRACY, 8UT
HERE IN THE FIVE
CLANS WE MUST DO
EVERYTHING IN ORDER.
AND SINCE T LIKE
TO HELP PEOPLE
THIS WAY...

BECALISE T DON'T
DO ANYTHING WITH...

OH, YE, I KNOW YA

LIKE TA HELP PEOPLE
FROM HERE,

'SPECIALLY... WOLVES...

T'M NOT, T'Mm
NOT, T SWEAR!
I ONLY HEARD

ABOUT YOU...

HMM... IT'S BEEN YEARS BUT...
YES, I HELPED SMUGGLE
SOME "THINGS" FROM HERE,
ONCE/ IF YOU'RE ASKING
ME TO DO SOMETHING
ILLEGAL...

FROM WHAT I HEARD,
NOT JUST "THINES"
AND NOT JUST ONCE...

NOT EVEN FER

I'M NO LONGER
> i 2000 COINS?

INTERESTED, NOW
GET OUT BEFORE...




WHILE HE'S AWAY,

HE LEAVES SOMEONE
HERE TO WATCH THE
WOLF WHO WANTS TO
DESERT TO MAKE SURE
THAT HE'S NOT A 5pY
OR THAT NOTHINEG
HAPPENS TO HIM OR
HER... ACCORDING

TO MY CONTACT'S
INVESTIGATIONS... WHEN
THE TRIDENT COMES
BACK HERE FROM X,
THE CAPTAIN ASKS
FOR THE SECOND
HALF OF THE MONEY.

MY CONTACT
WAS RIGHT/ ‘
CAPTAIN HE HELPS
HASSAN WOLVES TO RUN
IS REALLY AWAY FROM HERE
INVOLVED WITH ON HIS SHIP, THE
DESERTERS, TRIDENT. HE ASKS
FOR WHO THEM FOR HALF THE
KNOWS MONEY IN ADVANCE
HOW AND THEN HE MAKES
LONE... THEM WAIT HERE
WHILE HE 60ES
ON HIS USUAL
TRIP...

AT THAT POINT, THEY

SMUEGLE THE DESERTERS

ABOARD 8UT HE DIDN'T TELL

ME HOW, AND MY CONTACT
HAS NO IDEA.

HASSAN IS CONVINCED
THAT HIS METHOD

WORKS AND HE ASSURED

ME ABOUT THAT, SO HE
ALREADY DID THAT...

ONCE ON THE SHIP, THE

DESERTERS CAN GET OFF

IT AT ANY POINT ALONG
THE RIVER,

WAIT, 50 WE
HAVE TO WAIT
FOR HASSAN TO
COMPLETE HIS
USLIAL TRIP WHILE
WE STAY HERE WITH
ONE OF HIS CREW
SPYING ON US
ALL THE TIME?

YES, HE
DOESN'T TRUST
us...

NOT 600D... WE
MUST QE SURE EXACTLY, WE IF AKIO LEAVES

THAT WE ARE ON CANNOT WAIT/ GEFORE US, WE
THE SAME SHIP WILL NOT KNOW AT
AS AKIO WHICH POINT HE'D

LEAVE THE SHIP..
IT COULD TAKE
MONTHS OR EVEN
MORE TO FIND HIS
TRACKS AGAIN...

DON'T WORRY
AgOUT IT!

WE AGREED ON A
REALLY OO0 DEAL,
WITH A PRICE SO 600D
THAT HE'LL BREAK HIS
OWN RLILES AND LET
YOU COME ALONG
THE NEXT TIME THE
TRIDENT SETS SAlL.
MY CONTACT WAS
RIGHT AGAIN WHEN
SHE SAID HE CAN'T
THINK STRAIGHT IN
FRONT OF A LOT
OF MONEY!

WE SET SAIL IN 4 DAYS,

HASSAN DIDN'T MENTION IT,
OF COURSE, BUT MY
CONTACT 1S SURE THAT
HASSAN LEAVES SOMEONE
BEHIND TO WATCH THE
DESERTERS.

T'M NOT SURE HE
BELIEVED OUR STORY
OF ME BEING A
RONIN WHO WANTS TO
HELP YOU ESCAPE.

I SUPPOSE HE WANTS
TO SEE ME IN PERSON,
TO KNOW IF HE CAN
TRUST ME...

YES, AND
HE'S TRLILY
CONVINCED HE
HAS A VERY
SECURE
METHOD OF
VERIFYING
you!

HE LIKES
ME... DUNCAN,
HE TRUSTS ME,
OR BETTER...
HE TRUSTS MY
- MONEY! 8UT HE'S
STILL NOT SURE
ABOUT YOU.




WHERE AND
WHEN?

AT THE TAVERN
CALLED "THE RED
CROW" NEAR THE

DOCK.

WHEN YOU GET THERE,
TALK TO THE INNKEEPER AND
ASK FOR THE PENTHOUSE,
THEN SHOW HIM A COIN
AND SAY THAT THE
CELLAR WILL 8E FINE TOO.

THE INNKEEPER IS A
FRIEND OF THE CAPTAIN,
HE'LL KNOW WHAT TO DO.
IF HASSAN REALLY HAS

A METHOD OF FINDING

OUT IF SOMEONE IS

LYING...

I KNOW HOW TO LIE, I'M A SPY,
T'VE BEEN TRAINED FOR THIS...

WE'LL BE SPIED ON FOR
THE NEXT FEW DAYS.
LINTIL T 80ARD THE

TRIDENT, WE CAN'T

MAKE ANY MISTAKES.

WOFF... YES, ONCE I CONVINCE
THE CAPTAIN THAT I'M A
DESERTER, WE WILL HAVE
TO BE CAREFLL.

DON'T WORRY
ABOUT THAT...

RIGHT, STILL...
BE CAREFLIL,
AKARU.

..OUR FRIENDS
KNOW WHAT
TO PO.
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EGE AND
BLUE.

a

PASSWORD?

YOU MUST



COME, TAKE

DUNCAN TOLD

PASSAGE ON
MY SHIP, THE

YOUR FRIEND
ME YOU'RE

LOOKING FOR
A SAFE

TRIDENT.

DON'T WORRY, MY
FRIEND. THIS IS NOT
A TRAP, WE'RE NOT
SPIES, EHEH!

I'M A TRACKER... HERE
FOR A MISSION...

TRACKERS,
YES, THE ONES WHO
KNOW EVERYTHING

ABOUT A PERSON
AFTER A SINGLE WHIFF,

EXACTLY.

THEN I'M PRETTY
SURE YOU KNOW
WHEN SOMEONE’S
LYING TO YOU, AND
TRUST ME, T'M NOT
LYING WHEN I SAY
THAT WE'RE HERE TO
HELP YOU, AND OTHER
WOLVES LIKE

YOURSELF, AKARU,

TO

WE KNOW THE KIND
OF LIFE YOU WOLVES

ENDURE IN THIS
HORRIBLE MILITARY
DICTATORSHIP, T'M
MORE THAN HAPPY

ESCAPE..,

OF COURSE..

HELP YOU

F

DUNCAN TOLD ME HE KNEW
A WOLF WHO ESCAPED ON
A SHIP FROM THE BLACK LAKE
YEARS AcO... ON THE TRIDENT,
THAT'S WHY WE'RE HERE, HE
WANTS TO HELP ME. T
SUPPOSE YOU CAN DO THAT.

ICAN,YES. T

ALREADY HELPED '
WOLVES LIKE THE ONE
YOUR FRIEND MET, AND
IF YOU DON'T BELIEVE IN
MY MORAL MOTIVATIONS...

..8ELIEVE IN MONEY!
DUNCAN TOLD ME YOU

CAN PAY A LOT.

IT IS ALL T HAVE..,
IT WASN'T EASY TO
FIND 2000 COINS

" T CAN ONLY IMAGINE,
FOR THAT AMOLINT WE

CAN TAKE YOU
WHEREVER YOU
WANT.

WOFF...
ALRIGHT...

SHADYA,

EVERYTHING
ALRIGHT?



YOu LOOK

| T ooN'T KNOW YOU, M 4
NERVOUIS... &

CAPTAIN... AH, 8UT T
KNOW DUNCAN,

I TRUST HIM, AND
HE TRUSTS YOLU...
S50 I ACCEPT

I HAVE EVERY YOUR HELP.

PEASON TO
8E NERVOLIS.
|"ExceLLent’ cHeees /
TO THAT, MY NEW FRIEND. " <
_—.E 9 :
I DON'T . THANKS...
DRINK, 8UIT.. ‘
HM, \]
ALRIGHT, \ ‘\

IT'S NOT POISONED
AHAHA! NOT THAT A
WOLF FROM THE 5

CLANS COULD 8E
POISONED ANYWAY,

YES, AND I
WOLILD'VE
SMELLED IT...

OH, RIGHT!
EHEH/!

T JUST... DON'T YES, VERY STRONG, v

LIKE ALCOHOL. WELL, YOU VERY SWEET AND WITH
CAN ENJOY A FRUITY AROMA... CAN DON'T
THE SMELL, YOU SMELL IT? IT YOu
AT LEAST, COMES FROM THIS

VERY LAND. IT'S A
VERY FINE WINE.

HUH?

7 WHAT'S HIS
GAME?

BEFORE WE

START, CANT wHY DO YOU
ASK YOU A WANT TO GET
PERSONAL AWAY FROM
QUESTION? HERE?

Ims
ALRIGHT...

I WON'T
JUDeGE
YOu,

RIGHT,
THIS HIPPO
HAS A WAY OF
KNOWING IF
SOMEONE 1S
LYING TO HIM...



IT: 157,
QUITE
PERSONAL.

AS I SAID,
I WON'T
JUDGE YOU.

o\
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THE FIVE
b | ams.

T DION'T WANT
TO BETRAY

7)) RN - THE FIVE
= z CLANS
- ) BETRAYED
Y - AP : ME!
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T AM THE BEST TRACKER IN
THE WHOLE ARMY! T HAD A
GREAT REPUTATION, I WAS
BECOMING FAMOUS.., ALL

THE EXPECTATIONS, THE
PROMISES MADE 8Y MY
SUPERIORS, ALL MY
NEW FRIENDS...

IT WAS ALL A LIE,

3 YEARS AGO, I... I WAS

GIVEN AN IMPORTANT

MISSION 8Y THE ALPHA
MALE,

A NOVICE UNDER MY
COMMAND AND I HAD TO
CONDUCT AN INVESTIGATION
DUE TO SOME SPIES
FROM MEGALOS IN
SECTOR ZERO...

I LOVED HER... WE LOVED
EACH OTHER... 8UT DURING
THAT MISSION, SHE WAS
KILLED AND I WAS
WOUNDED... MY HEAD WAS..,

THE HEALERS FOUND ME TOO
LATE TO COMPLETELY HEAL
ME... 5O NOW I CAN'T EVEN

FIGHT LIKE THE OTHER
WOLVES. MY FUTURE, ALL
MY NEW FRIENDS, MY

SINCE I COULDN'T FIGHT
ANYMORE, THEY JUST... PUT ME
ASIOE LIKE T WAS NOTHING! ALL
THOSE NEW FRIENDS AVOIDED ME,

MY SUPERIORS STARTED TO IGNORE
ME, BUT NEVER TOLD ME DIRECTLY

THAT I WAS USELESS...

MY 8RIGHT FUTURE... I COULD
ONLY &0 8ACK TO MY CLAN,
LIKE AN OLD, USELESS WOLF!

THEY GAVE ME A MISSION TOO

SUPERIORS... THEY ALL
FOREOT ABOUT ME.

DIFFICULT FOR ME, SO THEY HAD
AN EXCUSE TO TOSS ME ASIDE
WHEN I WOULD FAIL T/ AND... AH...




THAT WAS...
TOUCHING, 8UT
NECESSARY!
I NEEDED TO
KNOW IF YOU
WERE TELLING
THE TRUTH,

>

AT THE FIRST LIE,
MY FRIEND HERE
WOULD HAVE
NOTICED.

LET'S JUST
SAY THAT,
YOU HAVE
YOUR NOSE,
AND SHE HAS
HER EYES,
EHEHE!

I'M SORRY FOR THIS
PRECAUTION, B8UT..
UNDERSTAND ME, T DON'T
KNOW YOU, AND YOU COME
HERE OFFERING THAT ABSURD
AMOLINT OF MONEY, IT WAS
QUITE SUSPICIOUS...

I HAD TO CONVINCE
YOU TO LET ME COME

WITH YOU AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE! DUNCAN TOLD

. YOU MUST

ME HOW IT WORKS..,

.BUT T CAN'T
WAIT FOR YOU TO
COME 8ACK! T
SHOULD 8E ON A
MISSION! IF THEY
FIND OUT THAT I'M
HERE INSTEAD...

WITH THAT
AMOUNT OF
MONEY YOU
CAN CONVINCE
ME TO DO
ANYTHING!

THIS WINE. 8UT... AT LEAST

A PITY YOU DON'T LIKE

YOU LIKE THE SMELL/!

BECAUSE THIS IS
HOW I'M GOING TO
TAKE YOU TO MY

EHEHE,
RIGHT!

HOW?
THEY WILL

7 e —
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i HOW DO YOu THE INNKEEPER
AVOID THE WHO LET YOU IN
INSPECTION? IS A FRIEND, WE

HAVE 2 MANIFESTS,
THE ONE I'LL SHOW
BEFORE WE SET SAIL
WILL REPORT MORE
BARRELS THAN THE
ONES I ACTUALLY
BOUGHT FROM HIM,
WHILE THE OTHER
MANIFEST HAS THE
RIGHT NUMBER ON
[T... NO PROBLEMS




wi e S S = THE SMELL WE'LL SHOW THE
! e \ v~ OF THE WINE SECOND MANIFEST
[ & WILL COVER YOUR AT EVERY HARBOUR

SCENT, WE ALREADY ALONG THE RIVER,
DID IT LIKE THIS AND 50O THE NUMBER OF
IT WORKED ALL THE BARRELS FULL
TIME., ONCE ABOARD, OF WINE WILL BE
WE WILL OPEN THEM COPRECT. NOW...
AND YOU CAN COME ABOUT THE
OUT, WITH ALL THE MONEY...
MONEY YOU'LL PAY,
YOU CAN CHOOSE
TO STOP AT ANY

AND DUNCAN WILL GIVE THEM
AL%OSOQEQE TO ME ONCE WE'RE BACK HERE Yrs. 4
|| with YouR SeceeT messacE
| AS DUNCAN
- , FOR HIM, HE TOLD ME .
TOLO YOU. IT'S || it A WISE MOVE
MO®E THAN YOU : '

USUALLY ASK SO
I EXPECT
YOuUR FULL
COOPERATION,
CAPTAIN HASSAN,
THE OTHER 1000
ARE IN A SAFE
PLACE,
AND...

JUST THE
STANDARD

PROCEDURE,

EHEHE!

Z

HE HAS THE

MONEY AND HE HIDING BETTER SAFE
2000 COINS... WASN'T LYING... SOMETHING, THAN S0eRY,
HE MUST BE DO YOU THINK . MASTER HUH? ALRIGHT...
DESPERATE! WE CAN TRUST HASSAN.

HIM?

I HAVE LESS
THAN 4 DAYS
TO SPY
ON HIM.

I KNOW yOu
LUSUALLY HAVE
MORE TIME 8UT...

I COULDN'T SAY NO
TO ALL THIS MONEY,
EHEHE! FOLLOW HIM...
AND IF HIM OR HIS
FRIEND DUNCAN DO
ANYTHING

\y
/‘ﬂ\.mp SUSPICIOUS..,

ARp
/\ .. T WILL CUT 80TH

OF THEIR THROATS,




OH, 8ABY! DON'T
FREAK OUT! IT'S ME,
I'M JUST WHITE
NOW, EHEH!

SOMETHING
FOR ME?

&
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HEY! )

IT'S DUNCAN,

HOW DID

HASSAN

NOW ALL WE CAN DO
IS HOPE THAT AKIO WILL
8E ON THE TRIDENT TOO.
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WE'RE CLOSE,
I'M SURE
OF IT!
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MORE

RIGHT

| ceFoce

THE GREAT
BATTLE,

A

WHY?
WHAT ARE
YOU TRYING
TO HIDE,
AKIOP




HE OION'T SAY MUCH
ABOUT THOSE DAYS...
ONLY THE PEOPLE HE

THE FIVE
CLANS
BETRAYED

ME.

AT THE FIRST LIE,
MY FRIEND HERE
WOULD HAVE
NOTICED.

IN 3 DAYS, THAT
SHIP WILL LEAVE
FROM HERE...

FOREVER...

NO! I CAN'T... >
AKIO KNOWS : 50 T WiLL
SOMETHING > : FIND HIM!

HUMAN
SPIES!

THE ONES
WHO DID THIS
TO ME AND
TAKADA! HE

MUST KNOW

SOMETHING.




KU, MY
DEAR
SISTER...

I'M SO HAPPY TO
HEAR ABOUT YOU AND
TOKI, I'VE BEEN
WAITING FOR THIS
MOMENT SINCE WE
WERE YOLING...

A\
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.I'D LOVE TO
COME BACK
HOME, UT I
CAN'T ASK MY
SUPERIORS
FOR
PERMISSION

NOT WHEN I'M THIS
CLOSE TO FINISHING
MY MISSION.

YOU GAVE ME 600D
NEWS, SO I WILL DO
THE SAME.

./I THINK T FOUND

OuR BROTHER'S
MURDERER, I'M VERY
CLOSE. SOON THE
MEMORY OF RYOTA
WON'T BE TAINTED
BY HIS MURDER,
AND WE WILL
REMEMBER HIM
IN PEACE...

AFTER I B8RING THIS
ASSASSIN TO

JUSTICE, I'M SURE
MY SUPERIORS WILL
GIVE ME THE

PERMISSION TO COME
BACK HOME TO THE
SECRET CLAN FOR
SOME TIME,
N, WAIT FOR ME...

T'M COMING.

WITH LOVE,
YOUR BROTHER, /
EIKICHI,

%)

/
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MY NOSE IS THIS DAMN SNOW HEY., YOU/ %IA%PAV&QSGTS i Y-YES SlR! OH NO, THAT'S
FREEZING! AGAIN. T MISS e || covee THaT IMMEDIATELY, J CAPTAIN EIZO... HE
THE SOUTH.., e ey FIREWOOD! ste! CAME HERE A FEW

: DAYS AGO WITH

\ HIS SECTOR.

I HEARD HE WAS A
GENERAL YEARS AGO,
BUT THEN HE KILLED HIS
OWN WOLVES WHO WERE
AFRAID DURING A BATTLE
IN THE NORTH.
THEY SAY HE LOVES
PUNISHMENTS AND
HATES HALF BREEDS...
LIKE ME.

YES, I HEARD
THAT TOO...
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YEAH, ME
LET'S TAKE ANOTHER NEITHED... HM? YOU'RE
POAD... T DON'T WANT SEE YOU NOT COMING
TO MEET HIM. TOMORROW, BACK WITH MEP
FUKURO.,

I'M NOT 60ING
TO OUR
SECTOR.

OH, RIGHT...
YOUR FRIEND,
HEIGAN,

T ASKED...
SINCE YOU
ALWAYS 0O

AWAY WITH HIM
AFTER TRAINING,
I WAS cURIOUS,

SEE YA
TOMORROW,

FUKURO IS RIGHT,

WE ARE ALWAYS

TOGETHER AFTER
TRAINING...

MAYBE
THE OTHERS
NOTICED IT

TOO...

WAIT, WHO
CARES?
WE'RE NOT... UH...

CALM DOWN,
AKIO. RELAX!

WE'RE JUST
FRIENDS...




WHY AM I NERVOUIS? IT'S
JUST ONE OF OUR WALKS,
WE DO THIS EVERY NIGHT.

HE SEEMS SO
DIFFERENT FROM
LAST YEAR...
HE'S MORE...
SERIOUS.

YET STILL
50...
LINHAPPY.

MAYBE WE SHOLUILD
JUST... TALK ABOUT
SOMETHING LESS
DEPRESSING, THIS
TIME. THAT'D
BE NICE.

HEIGAN.

HEIGAN? ARE
YOU THEREP

MAYBE HE
DIDN'T FINISH
HIS TRAINING




WHAT A MESS,
EHEH/

HE SHOULD

YES, HIS
oLo

ALL THOSE

EVENINGS WE SPENT
DRAWING TOGETHER
UNDER THAT TREE...

ME ON MY
PORTRAITS, AND
HIM ON THOSE
PROVECTS...

HE MADE
THEM WHILE
HE WAS

STUDYING TO
BECOME A ;

ALWAYS
SAID THEY

WERE USELESS)

WHY DID HE
KEEP THEM?

W WHAT
ARE THESE
LINES?




50RRY, WRONG
TENT/




I WANTED TO
TELL YOU ABOUT
THIS ANYWAY,

YEAH, WHAT
IS THIS

EXACTLY?

LOOKS LIKE...

™A MAP, YEAH...
LEGIBLE ONLY IF YOU
KNOW MY WORK AND
SEPARATE THE OLD
d|PrOVECTS FROM THE
NEW ONES.

A COUPLE OF NIGHTS LATER, T |

. A MAP FOR BUT THE ENTRANCE WAS
> ALL THOLUEGHT SOMEONE STARTED
vﬁgse\gz;cy? COVERED AND VERY FOLLOWINE ME, SO T STOPPED

WELL HIDDEN.

# N\ cOING THERE, NOW T'M SURE
IT'S A SPY, HE'S STILL

ONTost/

A MAP OF SOME

SECRET TUNNELS.
I FOUIND THEM

MONTHS AGO, IN THE
SECTOR WHERE THE

NEW SIEGE MACHINES
WERE 8UILT...
WHY ARE THEY

SECRET?
T DON'T KNOW...

e
-
- —— . - ——

WAIT, WHAT? A 5PY?
wHY?

SINCE THEN, I DION'T A SECRET, AND THESE TUNNELS
COME BACK TO THE THE REASON WHY &0 EVERYWHERE,
& TUNNELS, AND I DION'T I SHOULDON'T &0 ACROSS THE
NEED TO, B8ECAUSE I THERE AND WHY ENTIPE
DISCOVERED I'M UNDER SATTLEFRONT,
SOMETHING, S Wy, SLURVEILLANCE, FROM NORTH TO

SOUTH,

>

LOOKS LIKE A
MAZE, HOW DO
T ?

I DIDNT TELL
ANYONE, AND NO
ONE ASKED ME TO
STAY AWAY, SO T
WENT THERE FEW
MORE TIMES BEFORE
THAT SPY APPEARED...




1 RO £
ESPIONAGE, \\ ‘u,, a2 ) WELL... THE TUNNELS
: USSP WERE LIKE A MAZE,
w IMPOSSIBLE TO FIND
e\ AP THE EXITS, BUT THEN I
YEAH, EXACTLY. Pl b FOLND SOMETHING,
WHEN I STARTED MY (Al t SOME VERY SMALL
ENGINEERING CLASS IN o SYMEBOLS CARVED
CLAN SAIZU, T HAD TO S y/ ON THE WALLS.
STUDY THE BATTLEFRONT, -% "
AND I'VE NEVER SEEN a o T-

OR READ ABOUT YEAH, T WORK S7\\ - |
THESE TLINNELS IN THE ARCHIVES, :
ANYWHERE, I NEVER FOLIND , ‘ . }

I SWEAR. ANYTHING ABOUT V/d “
SOMETHING LIKE THIS i A

IF YOU FOLLOW MOST
OF THE SYMBOLS,
YOU'LL GET LOST, eUT
SOME OF THEM ACTUALL]
LEAD YOU SOMEWHERE.,
THEY ARE INDICATIONS,
AND ONCE YOU KNOW
THEM, YOU CAN 0O
ANYWHERE YOU WANT
AROUIND THE
BATTLEFRONT.

WHEN I DREW THE
MAP OF THESE TUNNELS,
I FOUND A REPETITIVE
"SCHEME", IT'S THE SAME
MAZE LAYOUT IN EVERY
LAND OF THE BATTLEFRONT,

‘&l| HOW DO T KNOW?P I
FOLLOWED IT FROM THE
. || SURFACE WHILE T WAS
COMING HERE, AND I
FOLIND OTHER ENTRANCES.
THE BEST PART? THE
ONES HERE AROUND
THE CASTLE HAVE ALL
BEEN CLOSED, VERY

50, YES, THAT'S WHY
THEY WOULD SEND A SPY
AFTER YOU, ONLY THEY

WOLUILD LISE THESE TLINNELS. CECENTLY.
SO THAT S WHAT NOZODY @UT LS AND THE IF SOMEONE COVERS HIS I
ngrNgEfgouNo SPIES KNOWS AGOUT THESE | |SMELL, HE CAN 6O INSIDE v
TUNNELS, EVERY SMALL THESE TUNNELS, FROM
THE CASTLE... SYMBOL LEADS SOMEWHERE, | |ANY ENTRANCE, AND EVEN >
EVEN TO THE EAST... AWAY IF FOLLOWED, THEY

WOLLDN'T FIND HIM,
LINLESS THEY KNEW
WHERE HE WAS
HEADING.

FROM THIS LAND.

-—

" > ‘ Qf
TR E/, ,/////:— ¥

ITs... IF SOMEONE WOULD DO THAT, AND WHOEVER
POSSIBLE, MAYRBE BEFORE THE BATTLE STARTS,|| wouLp FOLLOW
YES... WHEN IT WOULD 8E HARDER TO THIS WOLF, HE

TRACK THEM IN ALL THE MESS AND || WOLILDON'T FIND
WITH ALL THOSE SMELLS AND HIM IN TIME.

2 PEOPLE AROLIND, AND IF THE

ENTRANCE WOLILD 8E

K BLOCKED FROM THE
I'M LEAVING,
AKIO. T ALREADY
HAVE THE MONEY
IT wouLp AND THE SUPPLIES,

pry 8E AND UNLIKE THE LAST
i IMPOSSIBLE || TIME, NOW I ALSO
— f TO FIND HIM... HAVE A PLAN.

e
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IT... THIS... HEIGAN,
THIS IS...

Y Loeth
CReesny
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| aee you Foe
PEAL? THIS...
AH..

YOU CAN PREPARE THE -

SUPPLIES NEAR THE

ENTRANCE I WANT TO USE
SO THE SPY WON'T SEE ME

CARRYING THEM THERE,
THEN I ELUDE HIM AND
REACH YOU BEFORE
THE BATTLE.
THEN WE 8LOCK
THE ENTRANCE FROM
THE INSIDE. HE'LL HAVE

TO 60 TO THE NEXT ONE,

WHICH 1S FAR AWAY FROM \am

THERE, THE SMELL WILL 8E
COVERED, HE WON'T FIND

US ANYWAY,

ALSO... ONCE THE 8ATTLE
IS GOING TO START HE'LL
HAVE TO &0 ANYWAY, TO
GATHER WITH HIS SECTOR,

I WOULDN'T WORRY TOO
MUCH ABOUT ANY SPY
BECAUSE OF THAT, STILL..,

WE COULD &0 TO
BLACK LAKE.
IT'5 A CITY IN THE
SOUTHERNMOST LAND OF
THE BATTLEFRONT, WHERE
IT'S EASY FOR WOLVES TO
ESCAPE AND 6O TO THE EAST...

I HEARD A LOT OF
STORIES ABOUT THAT
PLACE, AND I ALSO
HEARD THAT SOME
PEOPLE FROM THE
CONTINENT ACTUALLY
HELP WOLVES ESCAPE
FOR MONEY, THEN
THEY'RE FREE...

THERE ARE WOLF
AGENTS IN EVERY 8I&
CITY, 8UT NOT IN
KHALED. A WOLF CAN
START A NEW LIFE

THERE.
WHY ARE YOU BECAUSE I MIGHT
TELLING ME NEED HELP. AND T
THIS? KNOW YOU WON'T

TELL ANYONE,

T WON'T BE EASY, AND ANYTHING
COULD &0 WRONEG ALONG THE WAY...
5 BUT IT COULD WORK, YOU KNOW IT

YOU PLANNED

IT VERY WELL... AR

BECAUSE YOU
TOLD ME YOU
WOULD RUN
AWAY TOO...

&0 T KNOW
I CAN TRUST
YOU.




WERE YOU
SERIOUS
ABOUT
THIS?

wiLL YOUu
HELP ME?

T'LL DO
MUCH MORE
THAN THAT...

T'M COMING
WITH YOU!
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COME ON,
LET ME
SEE THESE

. BLACK LaKe
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YOU KNOW I WANT TO
HEAR THOSE WORDS..,

S

cOMEON, \ /

DO IT FOR

ME, EHEH/ YES,
MASTER,

YOU WERE RIGHT
ABOUT THAT WOLF,

AND YOU
WERE PARANOID,
AS USUAL,
MY DEAR
SHADYA.

— CONTRARY TO HIS
FRIEND, HE DID NOTHING -
THESE DAYS... NO \
\

DRINKING, NO SEX,
NOTHING. HE MUST

WOLF IN THIS

CITY.

AHAHAH/

MAYBE HIS
ALTERNATIVE TO
DESERTION WAS

DYIN& OF BOREDOM,

POOR PERSON WHO

DEAR... THEY'RE WORTH

HE'S JUST ANOTHER

WANTS TO ESCAPE
FROM THIS LIFE.

I STILL DON'T TRUST
HIM... T DON'T KNOW
WHY, IT'S JUST...

2000 COINS, MY

THE RISK.

I KNOW, sir, 8uT
T STILL DON'T...

CONTACT HIM AND
HIS FRIEND, AND
TELL THEM WE'RE

GOINEG TO PROCEED
AS PLANNED,
TONIGHT!

YES, MASTER
HASSAN.




THE TRIDENT

SET SAIL.

WE WERE WRONEG ABOUT
THE TUNNELS. THAT FARMER
WAS JUST TRYING TO
SMUGELE, NOT HELP
DESERTERS.

WE SHOULD
TELL THE

CAPTAIN OF
THIS SECTOR
ABOUT
HIM...

IF WE ARE

RIGHT ABOUT
HASSAN, SHE
AND HER BUARDS ‘

WILL BE gUSY
TONIGHT,

ALL THIS FOR A
SINGLE WOLF...

T HOPE IT'S
WORTH THE TIME
AND THE RISKS,
IF HE'S EVEN
INVOLVED..

HE I1S! WE'RE
SURE ABOUT
THAT.

I TRUST MY
PARTNER, IF
AKIO 1S ON
THAT SHIP,
HE WILL
FIND HIM/

\\

INTO POSITION,

I MUST GET




WELCOME \ f“% ._ W-WE DID

ABOARD,
FREE S

WOLVES! > H,‘ ({?_
% KMO
N A
N \WR, o)

WHERE IS HE?

WHERE 1S
AKIO!?

CAPTAIN =
HASSAN/

WHAT IS THAT

HOW DID YOU
BAG? W

BRING THAT WITH

I THOUGHT THAT

WE WERE
VOU Had : e
TO LEAVE o iow
ALL YOUR e
FEW DRLINK

i i SAILORS...

WHAT'S IN
THAT BAGP




HEY, WHAT IS
HAPPENING?

2

(4TS
— il

A\

KNIFE..,

GIVE THEM

SOME NEW

CLOTHES
AND LET'S &0,
WHILE THE
WIND IS ON
OUR BACK!

YES, CAPTAIN/!

NOT YET, SOMETIMES
THERE ARE PATROLS
ON THE RIVERBANK,
IF THEY ARE THERE,
WE CAN DISEUISE YOU
AS MEMBERS OF OUR

I KNEW WE
COULON'T
TRUST you!

JUST IN CASE

THIS WAS ALL

A TRAP,

YOU'RE NOT

THE ONLY ONE

WITH TRUST
ISSUES, 8IRD.

COME,
HERE, TAKE
SOME
CLOTHES
AND THE
REST OF
YOUR
STUFF.

THANK YOU!

U

THANK YOLI/
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HE MUST BE
HERE... MAYBE
HE... MAYBE...

NO NO, HE
MUST 8E
ON THIS SHIP!

EVEN IF T CAN'T
FIGHT, T WAS
/é STILL WORTH

I CANNOT FAIL
THIS MISSION, T
CAN'T...

THIS WAS
MY LAST
CHANCE TO
PROVE THAT

SOMETHING...

+ARE YOU
ALRIGHT?

YOU SMELL
NERVOUS...
HEH... HEY, WE
MADE IT! WE

TERRIFIED! HEH...
THAT'S ALL...

WANT TO
DRINK?

THANKS

ARE YOU SURE |
IT'S ONE OF
THEM?

NOT REALLY,
8UT HE...

WHICH ONE?

CHIKARA CLAN, '

WHITE HAIR, THE

ONE WITH THE

BAG NEAR THE
PARAPET.

MAYBE IT'S

THE SAME y
ONE YOU ARE
LOOKING FOR,

OK.




HE DIDON'T
SEND THE

. e .
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