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Treasure Island

1st Sec

(Critical Thinking Questions)

Jim Hawkins:
I’ 1l start by writing about the time when my father
owned an inn called the Admiral Benbow, many years
ago. | remember the day when a man walked into the
inn. He was tall and strong, with an old blue coat and
a scar on his face. He looked around him. “This is a
nice, quiet place. I’ Il stay here. Please, take this up to
my room,” he said, pointing to a large wooden box.

“You can call me Captain. And this is for you,” he
continued, handing my father three or four gold coins.
The Captain was usually a quiet man. He spent his days
walking on the beach or on the cliffs. When he came
back, he always asked, “Did any sailors visit the inn
today?” At first, we thought he wanted to find some
other sailors, but later we realised that he didn’ t want
any sailors to find him. In the evenings, the Captain

sometimes told stories about his time at sea
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My father was worried that nobody would want to p{‘*\
visit the inn because they would be frightened by |
the Captain’ stories, but | think people liked them.
The Captain stayed at the inn for months. He did not
give us any more money for his room and my father
did not dare to ask him for more. One morning,
the Captain went for a walk along the beach. | was
helping my mother to make breakfast when another
man walked into the inn. He was thin and pale, with
three fingers on his left hand. He sat down and asked,
“Is this table here for my friend Bill? | told him that |
did not know Bill and said that the table was for the
Captain. “Well, my friend Bill might say that he’ s the
Captain,” he said. “He has a scar on his face and likes
to tell a story. Is that him?” “Yes,” Isaid. “He’ sgone
for a walk.” “Which way did he walk?” he asked.
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Treasure Island
(Critical Thinking Questions)

| pointed towards the beach. The man stood up and
waited by the door for the Captain to return. When the
Captain saw the man, helooked paleandill. Black Dog!” ==
the Captain said. “That' s right,” he replied. “I' ve @
found my friend Bill! We’' ve had a lot of adventures [\ <4
since | lost these fingers!” | left them to talk. Then
suddenly there were loud shouts and both men stood
up and ran outside. The Captain had a sword and then §
| saw Black Dog running away with blood on his arm.
The man continued running until we could not see him. |&§
The Captain walked back into the inn. He looked ill and [E==2%
suddenly he fell over. | thought perhaps he was hurt B
from the fight. At that moment, the doctor arrived to
see my father who was sick. “Help us, Dr Livesy! The
Captain is hurt!” said my mother The doctor looked at
him and said, “He is not hurt, but he is very ill.
Help me to take him upstairs.”
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" We took the Captain up to his bedroom and the doctor
gave him some medicine. The Captain stayed in bed,
but he was not quiet. He told me about his travels
\uf at sea, and said that he had something which people
. wanted. BIack Dog is not as bad as some of the
. other men.” he said, “They all want to find me. Tell
me if you see them!” That evening, my father died.
| felt terrible and forgot all about the strange things
that the Captain told me. Then, a week later, | saw a
blind man coming down the road towards the inn. He
stopped outside the door when he was near and asked,
“Where am I? Will a kind person help me? “You are at
the Admiral Benbow Inn in Black Hill Cove,” | told him.
At that moment, he grabbed my hand. “Take me to the
Captain!” he said. “Take me to him now!”
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Treasure Island

(Critical Thinking Questions)

| 1 walked with the blind man into the inn and took him
to the Captain. The Captain looked very surprised to
see him. “Now, Bill, stay where you are. | can hear you.
Take this.” He then put something in the Captain’ s
hand, turned round and left. The Captain looked at
what the man gave him. “Ten o' clock!” he said.

“l have time!” Then the Captain suddenly fell to the
floor. He was dead. | found my mother and we talked
about what we should do. We knew that the Captain
| had a box in his room and it probably had money in it.
The blind man and Black Dog probably wanted this. |
thought about taking the box to Dr Livesy, but | did not
i want to leave my mother. We knew that we were in a
danger We decided to go to the nearest village and ask
7 our neighbours for help guarding the inn. However,
5 none of the people in the village wanted to the help us
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They did not come back with us, but one man went to tell Dr Livesy. Another man said
that we could have his gun. It was dark when we returned to the inn. We found the key
to the box in the captain’ s jacket. | also saw the message that the blind man gave to
the Captain. It said, “You have until ten o' clock tonight.” We went upstairs and my
mother soon opened the box with the key. Inside, we found some clothes, some guns,
some papers and other things. We also found a bag with some coins inside. “We only
have time until ten o' clock,” | said. “Let’ s leave before the blind man and Black
Dog return.” “I’ Il only take the money which the Captain owes us,” my mother said,
opening the bag. We stood up to leave, and | decided to take the papers from the box,
too. We walked as quickly as we could back towards the village, but as we walked, we
heard the sound of people in the road behind us. “Take the money and run,” said my
mother. “I’ m too weak to continue.” | did not want to leave her, so we stopped under
a bridge, where we could hide in the dark.
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Treasure Island
(Critical Thinking Questions)

Critical thinking questions with model answer

1.Why do you think Jim's father did not ask the Captain for more money?
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Jim's father might have been intimidated by the Captain's demeanor or feared
losing a customer in difficult financial times.
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2.Even though the Captain didn't pay more, Jim helped him and called a doc-
tor. What does this tell you about Jim's character?
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«It shows that Jim is compassionate and responsible, valuing human life and
welfare over financial gain.
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3.If you were in Jim's place, would you have opened the Captain’ s box? Why?
9)3lal €5 gainaal) pridien S JA casy (e S gl
I might have opened it out of curiosity or necessity, especially to understand more
about the mysterious Captain or to find resources to help my family.
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4. Why do you think people in the village refused to help Jim and his mother?
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« The villagers might have been afraid of getting involved in potentially dan-
gerous situations or they didn't want to associate with the trouble surround-
ing the Captain.
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5. If you were one of the villagers, would you have helped Jim? Why or why
not?
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« | might have helped, believing in community support and assisting those in
trouble, or | might have refrained due to fear or mistrust.
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How does the author use the Captain's mysterious character to build sus-
pense?
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« The author keeps the Captain's past and intentions unclear, creating intrigue
and making readers curious about his true story.
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6. What does the interaction between the Captain and Black Dog suggest
about their past?
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« Their interaction implies a history of conflict or shared secrets, possibly from
a life of piracy or crime.

Ay 2l gl g J8) Bla (e Layy (&S jidiall Sl ) g) £ puall G g ) Al aly Jo L) o




Treasure Island
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7. Why do you think Jim felt terrible after his father's death despite the ongo-
ing issues with the Captain?
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«Jim's grief shows his close bond with his father and how personal loss can
overshadow other problems.
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8. What can the blind man's appearance at the inn tell us about the Captain's
life?
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e The blind man’ s arrival hints at a complicated and possibly dangerous past
involving various mysterious figures.
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9. How might the story be different if Jim's father had confronted the Captain
about the payment?
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 Confrontation could have led to an early revelation of the Captain's past or
escalated tensions at the inn.
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10. Why do you think Jim took the papers from the Captain’ s box?
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« Jim's decision to take the papers might have been driven by curiosity, a
sense of adventure, or a desire to find something valuable.
Aad 3 o) A AL gl B jalaall 7 g o gl 1S shaa S Lay (31 5Y) AL axs ) B e
11. How would you feel in Jim’ s situation, dealing with the Captain and the
aftermath?
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« | would likely feel overwhelmed, scared, but possibly excited by the adven-
ture and mystery.
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13. What lessons can be learned from how Jim and his mother handle their
difficult situation?
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« Their situation teaches resilience, courage in the face of adversity, and the
importance of making tough decisions.
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14.1f you had been at the inn, how would you have reacted to the Captain’ s
stories?
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* | might have been attracted to his sea adventures, but also cautious due to
his mysterious nature.
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Test your self

1. What role does the scar on the Captain's face play in the story?
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5. Why did the Captain seem surprised and scared when he saw Black Dog and
the blind man?

6. What does the Captain’ s reaction to the blind man's visit suggest about their
relationship?
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sions?

10.What might the gold coins and the Captain's payment method reveal about
his character?
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