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THE CHESSMEN IN THE NATIONAL LIBRARY, PARIS

UR illustration this month depicts some of the chessmen

in the National Library, Paris, which until the Revolution were

- in the Abbey of St. Denys, and to which reference was made in
S the April, May, and June numbers of this magazine last year.

The chessmen are popularly called “ Charlemagne’s Chessmen,” but

this legend cannot be traced further back than Jacques -Daublet, who wrote

the ““ Historie de I’ Abbaye de S. Denys” in 1623, and is to be rejected

- on historical grounds. The seventeenth century saw many relics for the
. first time associated with the _great Emperor.

_ The large piece, which is 16 centimeters high, and bears an Arabic
inscription in the Kufic character*, stands apart from the others. Its

" inscription cannot bz read with absolute certainty owing (as Forbes pointed

out) to the identity of the forms of several of the Kufic characters when

. the diecritical marks are omitted, and the letters joined, but the best Arabic

scholars are inclined to read it “Men-hamel Jussuf el Bahaili,” 7.e., made by
Joseph of the race of Bahail; this race had possessions within four miles
of Basra, near the mouth of the Euphrates. The piece is surrounded
behind by eight foot-soldiers, on either side by two horsemen, and by a fifth
in front. This is a favourite arrangement in the * Museum ” pieces; for

- instance, a Khnight of the first half of the fourteenth century. at Berlin is

surrounded by sixteen men with crossbows, and a Bishop on horseback at
Regensburg by a number of acolytes and archers. I do not believe that
any chess meaning can be attached to these accessories; they probably
were added in order to give greater stability and strength to the otherwise
top-heavy piece.

It is difficult to conceive the possibility of the rest of a set so magni-
ficent in scale and execution having been lost. This induced v. d. Linde
to advau.> the theory that the piece is possibly allegorical and not chess at

* The use of Kufic character is of itself no evidence of antiquity, as it has been
used until the present day for inscriptions, for the title-pages of books, and for the name
of the Deity.

Al
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all; itleads me to the opinion that it alone of its set reached Europe. I
believe that there has at all times been a considerable trade in Eastern
carvings, as curiosities, and that the existence of so many solitary pieces in
the Museums is in part due to this. The Indian type of the whole carving
suggests that either the whole piece was carved subsequent to the Moham-
medan incursions into India—-z.e., later than 1coo A.D., or that the Arabic
inscription was added later to a genuine Indian carving.

. The other pieces appear in the main to be part of one set. Our
illustrations give three Kings however (with the reverse view of two of
them). The two Queens of the collection are also depicted, but only one
of the four Knights, one of the four Elephants, one of the three Chariots,
together with the only Pawn that survives. These have been supposed to
be of Byzantine workmanship (chiefly owing to Forbes, who never saw. the
pieces), but French archzologists, who have subjected the pieces to minute
examination, affirm that the armour and ornament is completely identical
with that of the Bayeux tapestry, that is, with that existing in France n the
latter half of the eleventh century, and. that there is nothing particularly
Byzantine about the pieces. The presence of the Chariot for the Rook is
remarkable, but Professor Dozy has established that the Arabic »uk/ was
the regular Spanish-Arabic name for the Chariot, and the earliest 'Latin
chess poem (Codex Einsidlensis 365), which paleographists assign to the
middle of the tenth century, has the hines—

¢ Extremos retinet fines invectus uterque

Bigis seu rochus, marchio sive magis.” )

¢ Either a Rook or rather a Marquess, each driven in a (two-horsed) Chariot
holds the extreme bounds.”

I therefore regard this set as of late eleventh or early twelfth century
carving, and probably of French workmanship. The ascription of them
to Charlemagne is explained by the continued references to chess in the
Charlemagne romances of the 12th—rsth centuries, and these references
are again explained by the fact that the whole atmosphere and setting of
these romances is that of the 1zth—r5th centuries. No one could
recognise the true Charlemagne in the miserable heckled creation of the
romances, whose chief motive was the enhancing of the position of the
feudal nobility at the expense of their overlord the King.

These pieces have been in part pictured several times before; in the
Mag. Prittoresque (1834), reproduced in Xassnann, in Hiliemin's Mon.
Inédits de la France,in L’ histoire de France ae I’ Urivers, in Basierot's
Traité elementaire du Jeu des Echecs, and in Brunet.

.
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II. J. R. MURRAY.

.

MINOR REFLECTIONS ON CHESS.

HOSE who do not play chess have a great respect for chess players
) -—almost as great a respect as the chess players have for them-
selves. Chess has a great reputation; it is so difficult and
complicated that anyone who plays it—however indifferently—is
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necessarlly quite superior to-the mere ordinary person.  There is something
ridiculous in this minor form of hero- worship. Think how cheaply a sound
reputation for cleverness and mental activity may be purchased. A few.
hours: over the chess board, a little interest, a visit or two to Simpson’s
Dlvan, a postal order for the subscription to a chess periodical—and the
price is paid. Affect a little chess, parade a little chess, talk a little less—
and you are a wise man. You are a chess player, a something that awes
the foolish man who had not the patience to master the Knight’s hop or
the Bishop’s crab walk. In his ignorance, he imagines all sorts of cleverness
into your head ; he thinks you serious. One is often thought to be solemn
or serious when one is merely bored. A whist player, to take a contrary
case, however clever or outwardly serious, is merely thought frivolous.

People cannot take whist seriously. How could anyone? Think of
the depths to which it has been dragged by a plebsian public who find
it inexpedient to discharge thcir social devoirs by boldly inviting to a
dance. Progressive whist is now the order of the suburban evening'
out, and poor old genuine whist finds it impossible to keep out of the mire
of ridicule into which it has been forced by the usurper-pretender. *Pro-
gressive whist,” thou grown up version of ‘musical chairs,” where muddlers
win silver-plated pocket articles, and whist players are trumped round the
street by dull-witted partners—thou hast made it hard indeed for Father
Whist to ever look Caissa squarely in the face again!

There is an ignorant prejudice against chess. Why? The average -
person has never troubled himself to learn it—it must be uninteresting,
you see.

Chess is a serious game ; almost as serious as golf. Which is a pity
in some respects. A German gentleman was once so deeply engaged in
working out a winning combination that he missed the waiter who had
entered the room for further beer orders. Too great concentration certainly
has its disadvantages. Against this alleged seriousness we may put the
sociability of the game. What could be more sociable (not talkatively
-sociable, nor silently sociable—there is a mean, in which things are not said
for the saying, nor left unsaid for the silence) than to have the company
of a fellow for the duration of a game at chess? By the advance of a
Pawn you can test his wit, by the withdrawal of a Rook you can gauge his
daring. A few more passes—you know his mind. In this game, too, you
shall gain the key to his fancy by the open disclosure of the brand of

" tobacco he affects.

I do not hold much of those chess brothers who refrain from the
smoking of tobacco. These non-smoking gentlemen are usually hard-
thinking, uncomfortable antagonists. They are apt to play woodenly, and
become somewhat impatient between the moves. Cigars, I somehow fancy,

. will give a deep and rather technical game. Cigarettes will tend to make

the encounter sprightly or boisterously reckless. For my opponent, I would,
hove one versed in the cult of the crusted briar; then shall our game be

level-headed yet lively, sprightly yet discreet, novel yet dignified, exciting

yet untroublesome—pre-eminently sociable. There are some people who

maintain that chess is not sociable. They say that sociability is this: I say -
that sociability is that. And so we harmoniously agree to disagree.
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" Seized by some sudden commiseration, I have frequently resolved to
teach my friends the system of chess. Which resolves I now, in my saner
moments, entirely resign. Chess is like Freemasonry—a Freemasonry of
the would be would-be-thought wise—and it will be found that few converts
are made among those who do not of themselves first manifest some interest
in the game.

Chess, however, is by no means synonymous to virtue. Chess players
have unpleasant characteristics. They are (to a degree, of course) proud,
argumentative, over-cautious and deceitful. That the chess player has a
certain amount of pride is not his fault; so long have the noi-playing
public bowed down to the graven image of Caissa that the initiated were
bound sooner or later to feel their supposed superiority, and become over-
bearing.  As to their deceitfulness, this undoubtedly comes from the chess
player’s habit of continually laying traps for his opponents—he has an itch
to mate somebody on the mosaic of life. Chess is an ideal school for
politicians and other word fighters; and those who have been brought up
in the school readily grasp the vital points of an argument, which vital
points --the problemists especially—they are over-keen to drive to a definite
end. A journalist was once enlarging on the virtue of working at night to
a chess player. “Why, look at you,” he cried, *‘you throw away your
nights.” “Yes,” replied the chess player, *“but you should just see me play
bishops !” This was argumentum ad hominem with a vengeance. Observe
another instance: “Give me men,” said the potentate, *‘and I will sweep
up Europe!” “Give me a board,” echoed the Lord Chamberlain, “and I

will mate you in twenty moves.,” He happened to be a strong amateur—I
forget what club.

y

On the whole, I like chess. It is a pleasant game. and a great com-

fort to those who cannot drive a croquet ball straight. Were it permissable
to travel from this world with hand baggage, I feel sure I should take my
chess box with me—it would be such a bother to look after a golf caddie
across the Styx.

NORMAN ALLISTON.

B.C.M. END-GAME TOURNEY.

Authors’ Solutions of End-games B.C.M. Tourney.

“Nova Tempora.”—1 P—R 6, KxB(a.B.); 2 P—Q 5,PxP; 3 P—
B 6 P—Qs5;4P—B7, P—Q6; 5 P—B8 (Q), P—Q7;6Q-Q7
K—B7; 7P—R 7, P—Q 8 (Q) ch; 8 QxQ ch, and wins. 1f Black
had played 6..., K—B 6 ; then 7 K—B 2, P—R 4; 8 K—K 3. &c,, and
wins. Or if, instead of 7..., P—R 4, BB 7 ; then 8 Q—B 6 ch, K—Kt
75 9 Qx P, and wins. [A] we.y K—Kt 4; 2 B—R 4 ch, K—Kt 5 (of
course, if KxB, P—Q 5 wms) 3 BxP, B—R 7; 4 B—K 4, and wins.
[B] y B— Kt8,2B~——R4,K——B5 3BxP l\xP,4B Kg!, Kx

55 P—R 7, and wins.

“Simplex.”—1 P—R 5, P_K B 4; 2 P—K 5, BxP; 3 P—-Q 4!,
BxP; 4P—R 6, PxP; 5§ B—K 3, and wins. If, instead of3 5, Bx P,
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Black plays B—B 3, then 4 B--B 4 !, P—B 4; sP—R6,PxRP; 6 B— -
K 5, and wins. ‘

g “Laboris gloria merces.”—1 P-—Q 4, Bx P (if P—Kt6; 2 Q—B 8
ch, QxQ; 3 RxQch, R—Ktsq; 4 RxRch, KxR; 5 PxB, &c.);
2 R—B 8 ch, K—Kt 2 (if R—Ktsq; 3 RxRch, KxR; 4 Q—Kt4ch,
K—Bsq; 5 QxB, &c.); 3Q—B s, QxR (ora); 4 QxQ, BxKt; 5
PxB, RxP; 6 Q—Kt 7, R—Kt 5; 7QxRP,P—R 4; 8Q—Q 7,and
wins. [a] 3..., R—Kt4; 4 Q—B 8 ch, K—Kt 3; 5 Q—Kt 8 ch, K—
R 3; 6 Kt—Kt 4 ch, and now, if K—R 4; 7 KtxP ch, BxKt; & Qx
. R P ch, and mates in two more moves. But if, instead of 6..., K—R 4,
Black played R x Kt, then 7 Q x R, Q—Q 4; and it is not easy to see how
White can win. [This is our own variation, and we only hope it will not

invalidate this fine end-game —C.E.R.]

“Play.”—1 R—K 6 dble. ch, KxR; 2 R—K 8ch (B—B 8chis
another way.—C.E.R.). KtxR; 3 B—B 8 ch, Kx Kt (if K—B 3, then
Q x Q ch and Kt mates); 4 Q—Q 4 ch, and 5 B mates. [White, however,
can win simply by 1 Rx P dis. ch, RxB; 2 Q xR mate.

“Tight Corner.”—The author gives a very long solution, beginning
with B—B 3, which is quite unnecessary, as White can win simply and
easily by P—K 3 ch, followed by R—Q sq, or by 1 Kt x P, or in perhaps
half a dozen other ways. ‘

“ How's that.”—1 P—B 4 ch. Px P ¢.p. (if K—B 4, White wins by
either Px P or K—Q 6); 2 Kx P, P—B 7 (if B(R 5)xP, then 3 Px P,
and draws); 3 P—Q 8 (Q), P—B 8 (Q); 4 Q—R 5¢ch, B—Q 4; 5 Q—
B3ch., K—B4; 6 Q—R 3ch. K—Kt 4; 7 Q—K 3 ch, and draws, for
if Q—B 5; 8QxQch, KxQ; 9 K—Kt 7, and Black must give up one -
of his Bishops for a Pawn.

“Riga London.”—1 Q—K 8 ch, K—R 2 (best); 2 R—Kt 7, Q xR;
3BxPch, KxB; 4 Q—Kt 8ch, KxKt; 5Q—Ktgch, K—Qg4;6
P—K 4, KtxP; 7 QxKtchy K—B 4; 8 Q—Kt4ch, K—Q 4; 9 Q—
R 5 ch, and mates in two more moves. ‘

“Dieu et mon droit.”—We inserted this position because it was sent
to us for competition, but it is a boy’s first attempt at an end-game, and
therefore must not be taken seriously. There is, of course, a very simple
solution by Q—Kt 3 ch, winning the Queen or mating.

We have discovered what we fear is a * cook ” of ¢ Nova Tempora,”
if the solution begins in the author’s way by 1 P—R 6, for then K—B 6;
2P—Q 5 K—Q+35; 3PxP, K—K 6; 4 B—B 4 (best), P—Kt5; 5 P—
B 7, P—Kt 6; 6 P—B 8 (Q), P—Kt 7 ch, and wins. Perhaps, however,
White. for his first move, might play B—B 7 (threatening B—Kt 6), and
then if K—B 6; 2 B—Kt 6 (if P—Q 5, K—Q 5), B—Q 4; 3 P—R 6,
B—Ktsq; 4 P—B5,K—Qs5; s P—Q 6 (if 5 P—R 7, BxP; 6 P—Q
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6, BxB; 7 P—Q 7, K—Q 6, and draws at least), K—Q 3; 6 P—Q 7,
B—B 5 ch; and Black will at least be able to draw. Orif 1 P—R 6, K—
B6; 2 B—Q 5, then B—Q 6 ch; 3 K—B 2, K x P; and Black draws at
least. If, after 1 P—R 6, K—B 6, White plays 2 B—Q 5, then B—Q 6
ch; 3 K—B 2, K x P, and draws at least.

B.C.Af. End-game Solution Tourney.

“Tota” (who wishes his solutions to be noticed, though they do not
compete for prizes), has solved correctly “Gwyn” Nos. 1 and 2, “Simplex,”
* Play,” “Tight Corner,” *‘Riga London,” and *Dieu et mon droit.”
Those of “ Nova Tempora,” ‘“ How’s that,” and *‘Laboris gloria merces”
are either incorrect or inconclusive.

“ Heather ” is right in “ Gwyn” Nos. 1 and 2, in “Simplex,” “Laboris
- gloria merces” (the main play), ‘“Play,” “ Tight Corner,” * How’s that,”
“Riga London” (a cook), “Dieu et mon droit”; but wrong in “Nova
Tempora,” the solution of which is all in a‘muddle.

*“T.D.” right in “ Tight corner” and * Dieu et mon droit.” No other
solutions received from him.

J. Jones, Pendleton, right in “Gwyn” No. 1, but in No. 2 imperfect.
Right in “Simplex,” “ Play,” and ¢ Dieu et mon droit.” Wrong in ‘‘ Nova
Tempora” and “Laboris gloria merces.” TPartly right only in *‘Tight
corner,” and inconclusive in “Riga London.” In “How’s that” his solu-
tion must be held to be also inconclusive, as it is doubtful whether, after
the moves given, Black cannot win.

G. H. Garratt, whose solutions arrived too late for notice in last No,
has correctly solved “Ceaesarea,” “ Vino pelhte curas,” and “Fertig,” but
in' all others he is wrong.

J. D. Tucker right in “Gwyn” No. 1, but only the mainplay given.
Wrong in No. 2. Partially right only in “ Nova Tempora,” and doubtfully
so in “ How’s that.” Right in “ Play” and * Tight ccrner,” but wrong in
‘“Simplex,” ¢ Laboris gloria merces,” *“ Riga London,” and “ Dieu et mon
droit.”

“J.L.P.” is right in “ Play,” “Tight corner,” and * Dieu et mon droit,”
but wrong in “Simp]ex,” “How’s that,” “Nova Tempora,” and * Laboris
gloria merces.” In * Riga London” he is inconclusive.

J. Matthews is wrong in “Nova Tempora” and “Riga London,” but
right in “*Simplex,” “ Play,” “ Tight corner,” and “ Dieu et mon droit,” his -
solutions of the two last named bemg original and good.

Charles Jones is right in *“Gwyn” No. 1, but his solution is needlessly
elaborated, and the same remark applies to « Tight corner.” Right also in
“ Dieu et mon droit” and “Gwyn” No. 2, but in all the rest wrong or
inconclusive.

G. A. Thomas correct in “ Gwyn” No. 1 and No. 2, but in the latter
he omits the variation 2 B—B 4, and the cook by 2 QxQ, KtxQ; 3
Ktx B. In “Nova Tempora,” after the moves 1 P—R 6, KxB; 2 P—
Qs PxP; 3P—B6, P—Q5; 4 P—B 7, P—Q6; 5 P—B 8(Q), P—
Q7;6Q—K6ch, K—B6; 7Q--K5ch, K—Q6; 8 Q—R sq. K—
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7; 9 Q—R 4 ch, K—B 8; 10 Q—B 4 ch, Black does not move his, K
as G. A. Thomas gives, but covers with his B, and draws at least, which
looks like an additional cook to this position. He is correct in ¢ Play”
according to author’s solution, but fails to see the mate in two moves. His
solution of * Dieu et mon droit” and ‘ Tight corner” will do, though that
of the latter is not the shortest method, and that of the former imperfect.
In *“Riga London” he gives 1 Q—K 8 ch, K—R 2; 2 BxPch, KxB;
3 Kt—Q 7 ch, Q x Kt; 4 Q x Q, but fails to show how White could thep
win. In "Simplex ” he is wrong, and in “How's that” and in “ Laboris
gloria merces ” his solutions are far from being decisive. The monthly
solution prize therefore goes this time to * Heather,” who has solved
succes;fully g9 out of 1o end-games. It will be seen from the absence of
any more positions in the December No. of the B.C. 7. that the entries are
now all published, and it only remains to the judge to give his awards. As
regards the solvers, this is a little difficult, partly owing to the misunder-
standing about Tota’s solutions, and partly because the same solvers have -
not in all cases continued throughout. The total scores, however, seem to
be as follows :—]J. J. Jones, 8%; “T.D..” 124; “Kiddall,” 5; J. D. Tucker,
7L; J. Y. Fullerton, 1; T. Matthews, 6 ; Charles Jones, 9; G. A. Thomas,
14%; “Heather,” 9; “W.H.S.M,,” 7; “J.L.P.,” 3; and J. H. Garratt, 3.
He must therefore award the two general solution prizes to Mr. G. A. Thomas
(first prize), of 27, South Parade, Southsea; and the second to Mr. T. D.
Dunnett 3, Osborne Avenue, Liscard, Cheshire. [I will give the second
solution prize of a 5/- chess book at solver’s choice.—C.E. R.]

The Judge’s Report and Award in 5.C. M. End game Tourney.

The judge feels very sorry that no less than sixteen end-games out of
the twenty-six that were sent in for competition in the Toutney, Lave been
found defective. These are: ** Advancement,” “R + B + Kt, Nas. 1 and 2,”
“ A Traveller,” ¢ Estulna,” ¢ Black Watch,” ¢ Fama crescit eundo,” ¢ Vino
pellite curas,” “Gwyn No. 2,” ¢ Fertig,” *‘ Defer not, delays are dangerous,”
“Nova Tempora,” *“Play,” ¢ Tight corner,” ** Riga London,” and **Dieu et
mon droit.” Most of them have been disqualified by duplicate or triplicate
solutions, as has been proved in the course of the Tourney; under which
category come “ Advancement,” “R + B + Kt, Nos. 1 and 2,” ‘A Traveller,”
“Fama crescit enndo,” “Vino pellite curas,” *Gwyn No. 2,” * Fertig,”
“Play,” “Tight Corner,” and *“Riga London.” Of the other five, “Estulna”
is a win for Black; ¢ Black Watch,” *“ Defer not, &c.,” and ‘ Nova
* Tempora” cannot be demonstrated as wins for White ; and “ Dieu et mon
droit” can hardly be taken at all seriously. There remain therefore ten
positions not disqualified by unfulfilment of the conditions, namely “Siam,”
“Mountain Dew.” ¢ Oriens Silva,” ¢ Cesarea,” “Gwyn No. 1,” “The
artful dodger,” * By indirections find directions out,” * Simplex,” * Laboris
gloria merces,” and *‘ How’s that?” Of these the judge has now to speak,
and from them to select the winners.

He may premise that in his decision he has been guided by these
considerations ; first, naturalness of position, as ought, of course, to be
that of an end-game; secondly, usefulness for instruction, which is
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connected closely with the foregoing qualification ; thirdly, cleverness of
construction, so that the solution shall not be at all obvious.

Now in “Siam ” the position is not unnatural or uninstructive, but it
is obvious that, as White is a piece behind, he has only one thing to do,
namely B—B 8, &c., but as Black can defend by Kt—B 3 and P—Kt 5,
&ec., the result is indecisive, and a draw for White is not proven. On the
contrary, in sQme variations Black wins.

“ Mountain Dew.” This, again, is not at all an unnatural position, but
the obviousness of the course to be taken, and the want of strategy, relegate
it to a lower rank, at any rate, than the first.

‘- Oriens leva ” is also a most natural posmon, which might easily have
occurred in play, but there is little strategy in it after the first two moves,

~and White can apparently play either 2 B—Kt 6 or B—K 3.

“Caesarea” is cleverly constructed, but a most unnatural position, and
the solution is a series of checks.

“ Gwyn No. 1” is too obvious for comment.

The only difficulty in the *“ Artful dodger” 1s the makmg of a Q at
White’s third move, because if a Q is made, Black draws by K—Q 7;
which any but a tyro would see.

‘ By indirections find directions out ” is of a different calibre to those
hitherto noticed. It is very difficult, very cleverly conceived, and, as far as
we can see, contains no flaw in the solution, for the dual one proposed by
1 Px P has at least not been demonstrated. Its only drawback is the
unnatural’ posmon but that, we think, is in this instance more than com-
pensated by its other merits. .

Another excellent entry is to be found in “Simplex,” which is a true
end-game, and a fairly natural position. It is not difficult, but the way in

- which Black’s Bishop is either forced off the long dlagonal or pinned is
admirable and very instructive.

“ Laboris gloria merces” is the most natural position, perhaps, of all
the entries, but we are not quite satisfied as to its soundness, for after the
moves 1 P—Q 4. Bx P (best); 2 R—B 8ch, K—Kt2;3Q—Q B 5. R—
Rt 4; 4 Q—B 8 ch (if Kt ch, R x Kt), K—Kt 3; 5 Q—Kt 8 ch, K—R

; 6 Kt—Kt 4 ch, RxKt; 7 QxR,Q—Q 4; now1f 8 R—K Kt 8, Q—
kt 6 ch, and draws There are other variations, but our verdict about
this attractive ending must, we fear be, ‘not proven.” .

““How’s that ™ is not a likely position, for the White Pawn at B 6 must
have made two captures from the R file to get there It has been asserted
that there is a dual solution by 1 PxP, Bx P ch; 2 K—K 8, K—K 3; 3
P—B 8 (Kt) ch, K—Q 3; but this seems doubtful and if it were proved,
it would not be so good as the author's.

From what has been said, it will cause no surpnse that the judge
awards the highest honours to “ By indirections find directions out,” which
proves, on opening the envelope, to be composed by Mr. A. F. V[ackenzxe,
of Kingston, Jamaica. The second prize he awards to *‘Simplex,” the
author of which is Herr Queckenstedt, of Rendnitz, Leipsic, Germany.
For honourable mention he selects “Oriens Silva,” and if it is sound, "
“ Laboris gloria merces.”

We give the positions of the two prize-winners, and their solutions.
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1

*¢ By indirections find directions out.” “Simplex.”
BLACK. . BLACK.
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White to play and win. ‘ White to play and win.

Solution of ¢ By indirections find directions out.”—1 P—K 4, Q—Q 7
. ch (if Px P dis. ch, then 2 Kt—B s dis. ch, and wins the Q); 2 K—R 6,
Q—K 7 ch or (a) (if P x P, again Kt—B 5 dis. ch wins the Q); 3 Kx P,
P x P (best); 4 B—Kt 7. Q R 7 or Q 8 (if Q-—B 8; then still B—B 8);
5 B—B 8, QxPch 6 Kt—R 5db‘e ch, K—I\t4,7B —B 6 ch, Kx Kt;

8 BxQ, andwms (A) 2., Q6ch 3KxP, PxP(best),4Ktx

P (White cannot win here by 4 B—K 7, as in the mainplay, because of
Black replies Q—Q R 6 or Q—Kt 8 ;,but now, whatever Black does, he
must lose his Q or be mated).

Solution of “Simplex.”—1 P——R 5, P— KB 4; 2P—K 5, BxP; 3
P—Q 4!, BxP; 4 P—R 6, PxP; 5 B—K 3. and wins. If, instead of
3..., BxP, Black plays B—B 3, then 4 B—B 4!, P—B 4; 5 P—R 6,
PxR P; 6 B—K 5, and wins.
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The following are the names and addresses of the composers of the
rest of the end-games :—*“ Advancement” and “ R +'B + Kt” Nos. 1 and 2,
. Rev. J. Jespersen, Svenborg, Denmark. “Siam” and “A Traveller,” V
Vandet, Thisted, Denmark. * Estulna,” John Ellis, 70, Devonshire Street,
‘Keighley. ¢ Black Watch” and “ Mountain Dew,” J. S. Pagan, Braendam,
" Thornhilly Stirling. “Cesarea,” A. Baker, Almondbury Grammar School,
Huddersfield. *¢Oriens Silva,” A. Eastwood. of the same address. “Fama
crescit eundo” and “Vino pellite curas,” Bohus Prikryl, ilrizanovreich,
Mihren, Hungary. “Gwyn” Nos. 1 and 2, W. D. Wight, of Pentre R.S.0.,
Pontypridd. Wales. “ Fertig,” Vojla Kosék, of some undecipherable place in
- Bohemia. [We do not know the Slav languages. and are sorry we cannot read
the address, which might have been important, had he been a prize winner.]
“Defer not, delays are dangerous” and the ‘Artful dodger,” A. F.
Mackenzie, Kingston, Jamiaca. ¢ Nova Tempora” and * Laboris gloria
merces,” W. Queckenstedt, of Renduitz, Leipsic. “Play,” ¢ Tight corner,”
and “How’s that,” the Rev R. J. Wright, Kilverstone, Madeira Avenue,
Worthing. “Riga London,” Fritz Schwan, of 27, Romanow Strasse, Riga.



10 "THE BRITISH CHESS MAGAZINE.

CHESS LITERATURE.

CHESs STRATEGETICS ILLUSTRATED. By Franklin K. Young. '
‘(Sampson Low, Marston & Co. Price 125. 6d.)

ITH this the fourth and final volume of his “Chess Strategetic
Series ” the author fortunately completes a work which he
tells us was undertaken merely as a relief from more arduous
labours. At first Mr. Young’s native modesty or superior

knowledge or.something forbade him to believe that his *“system” would
be understood and appreciated in his own lifetime. * This was a consum-
mation hardly to be hoped for,—it is difficult to teach old dogs new tricks;
the chessplayers of the day were wedded to their books of analysis, and it
was too much to expect that the new synthetic method would find converts
outside a rising generation, whose mind was free from the effect of prior
teachings and of established babit.” But he was mistaken. The very sort
of ignorance required for a fitting reception of his new theory was already
at hand in the present generation,—and the new synthetic method is being
properly appreciated accordingly.

It is truly saddening to reflect upon the awe and respect that may be
won for the veriest nonsense tricked out in high-sounding words and learned
looking phrases such as are to be found nearly everywhere in the whole
range of ¢ Strategetics.” Wedded, as perhaps we are, to our books of
analysis, we can see nothing in our author’s method, beyond a clumsy
attempt at teaching new dogs old tricks, many of which are now rather
worse than useless for any dogs, young or old. The “method” itself we
cannot see; the ‘‘new theory”—if there—escapes us. This being our
“attitude ”’ with regard to Mr. Young’s work, nothing remains for us but to
transcribe a few passages from it for example; with added comment on
occasion,—if only in the interests of a rising generation.

“ ToroGraPHICAL HorizoN” (pp. 3-7) :—**‘The fundamental law of
war,’ says Napoleon, is this,—¢the greater force always overcomes the lesser.’
Now it is essential that the student of this theory, once and for all, com-
prehend that this ‘force’ which the great master of military science is
talking about has no relation to inert masses of men, but is a pure
mechanical power. In war, this force is the weight multiplied by the square
of the velocity of flying projectiles from small arms and artillery,” &c.

Were this extraordinary statement correct, we should have had enough
of “high explasives” long ago; and the usual employment of small arms
and artillery in war would be impossible. These pacific instruments would
burst all at the first time of asking,—or would so effectively ¢kick” the
men around that the subsequent proceedings would interest them never
more. The author is at great pains with his notion of *“force” in this
connection. He appears to have no clear idea of it at all,—either in chess
or war or ‘‘ mathematics.” Says he, disposing of ‘““a most erroneous idea
commonly held”:—*“ The Queen, for instance, is termed the ‘strongest,” or
the ¢ most powerful’ of the chesspieces; the Rook. the ‘next strongest,’
and so on. As a matter of fact, the chesspieces are all of equal strength :
none is more or less powerful than the other.” This because,—¢The Pawn
can capture—i ¢, destroy—any adverse chesspiece by eliminating it from
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the surface of the chessboard ; so can the Rook, the Bishop, the Knight,
and the King—%e Queen can do no more. Hence, obviously, the force for
destruction exerted by one piece is equal to that possessed by any other -
chesspiece,”—and so the ‘““erroneous idea commonly held” goes by the board.

In “PrivME STRATEGETIC FacToRrs” we have the next topic—spread

* over fifty-two pages. This section, embellished by some curious " Figures,”

is endowed with some sense for the student,—but only because it contains
twenty-three positions from *¢ Morphy’s Games.” These are all labelled in
due terms of the new theory, as imagined in the author’s other works,
“ Minor Tactics,” ‘“ Major Tactics,” and “ Grand Tactics of Chess.” There
is nothing in it calling for serious attention, except perhaps the following
(pp. 69-70) :—“The student thus will easily perceive, that in compliance to
the requirements of these principles, and to the basic law of the Science
of Chess Strategetics of which these principles are but the corollaries, af
every move lhe column of attack, the column of support, and the column of
mancenvre must act together as a unit jfor the defence of the kindred and for

the attack of the adverse position. It equally is obvious that the threefold

duties which respectively appertain to these columns, taken collectively, are
devolved, in the execution, upon the sixteen corps @’ armée which originally
constitute the chessic army, ., that these sixteen kindred chesspieces are
required, as it were, to multiply themselves threefold, and to perform the
labours of forty-eight corps «' armée ; and that, instead of contemplating
the movements of thirty-two men on a chessboard of sixty-four squares, the
calculations of the chessplayer comprehend the deployments, manceuvres,
and operations of combined kindred and adverse determinate and hypo-
thetical forces represented by ninety-six Pawns and pieces, over the surface
of a mathematical chessboard composed of one hundred and seventy-six
squares ; fwo-thirds of the chesspieces and two-thivds of the cresshoard being
invisible. * * * The student of strategetics, whether of war or of chess,
readily sees the mathematical exactness of this vast chessic proposition,
and equally so, that in comprehensiveness and in profundity it easily is
equal to any proposition known to military art and science.”—Thus a man
may write when fancy masters reason, or when his imagination is at odds
with his senses; perhaps so must he write when common sense, as well as
plain dealing with the reader, is foreign to his scheme.

Touching the “ GrRAND PRoCESSES OF GREATER LocisTics ”

(- 195):— The student now arrives at the crucial phase of the chessic
art and science as interpreted in this theory.

“The first three books of this series—in which the knowledge
derived from the experience of the greater chessmasters is classified
‘and systematically arranged for the purpose of presenting a
complete and concrete system of chessplay for the benefit of the
student; together with the present volume, which exploits the
method whereby this theory is applied to practice—would perhaps
be written in vain, did the author at this point lay down his pen.

*To the layman, whether in war or in chess, this fact well
may seem seem inconceivable, and he properly may hold that the
value of a completed science and of an art whose processes are
formulated is indisputable. As an abstract proposition this is
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true, and it literally would be true if all men were possessed of an
art and science in equal proportions.

“ But it is a matter of common knowledge that the man who
merely is a theorist, and the man who merely is an arlist, is to be
‘found in droves, so to speak. The first is a worshipper of abstract
propositions and falls in prostrate adoration before the shrine of
scientific principle; the latter, heedless of cause and effect, and
epamoured of tangible and material details, revels in the com-
plexities of the present moment, without regard for the thing
which ought to be, or perhaps may yet be.

“Both of these people have the utmost contempt for each
other’s methods. The one despises the lack of system in the
other, and the latter mocks at what seems to him but egotistical
pedantry.”—&ec.

This &c. stands for much more matter in the same strain offered in
illumination of the theory in general but with particular reference to
“Logistics” ; the whole of it having about the same relation to the
prcfessed object of the book that the Napoleonic Legend has to the
McKinley Tariff.

Next in order comes an explanation of “THE TACTICAL SEQUENCE”

(p- z05):— “The Tactical Sequence consists of those marches whereby
the Corps Offensive leave their respective points of departure
or of manceuvre and advance along the logistic radii which
appertains to the true strategetic horizon, to their respective
points of command against the strategic vertices.”

We adduce the first example :—
¢“ ——— FIGURE 104.
BLACK (MR. BURILLE).
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“NOTE. —In this situation it is obvious that if B]ack had the move he
would win by playing P—Q 4. ’

*“ Hence, White must either act on a line of operatlons, or he must
act on a simple line of manceuvre and prevent the advance of the Black Q P.

‘“ An exact reconnoissance of the situation shows that the Black force
is divided into two great isolated masses. and that only one of these masses
—i e., that composed of the Black K, Q, R,K P, KKt P,and K R P—
is in 'action.

*‘ According to Napoleon’s dictum it is necessary for thte to act
either against the communications of these two isolated masses or against
the communications of the active adverse mass with its base; z.¢, the Black
K. The latter course would be brilliantly decisive, but in this case no °
strategic line of operations can be mathematically demonstrated.

: *Thus it is White’s sole resource, being inferior in force, to act on a
simple line of manceuvre and endeavour to perpetuate and to intensify the
unscientific isolation of Black’s divided army.

“ But the exact reconnoissance of the general situation also shows that
there‘is a prospective complex line of manceuvre open to White, provided
that the Black Q can be compelled or enticed to withdraw the radius of
defence which is operating for the support of Black K z.

‘' This prospective complex line of manceuvre results from the fact
that White’s corps of the left (White Q) already occupies a point of com-
mand against one tactical key (Black K Kt 2), and remotely against a second
tactical key (K K sq); and that if the White K P, which occupies a point '
of manceuvre, can advance to its point of commaud (Black’s K 2), and
from whence it would attack simultaneously two tactical keys (Black K B sq
and K sq), the White K B also would be brought into co-operation with
the White Q.

“ But although this is so, it still is the fact that this complex line of
manceuvre never may be realised, and, as the student must always recollect,
the most pressing need always must first be atlended to.

“Therefore, although White should hold in view the possibility of this
prospective attack against the Black K, nevertheless, he on his turn to play
must be governed by the principles of the simple line of manceuvre, as his
immediate object is to prevent the play of P—Q 4 by Black.

“That is to say, White must dictate Black’s next move; 7., White
must retain the initiative. White now applies the tactician’s rule, and at
once sees that he can compel the Black Q to perform two functions; ziz.,
to defend the Black K z and at the same time to protect itself against
attack, and White further sees that such onus, if thrown on the Black Q,
will prevent the move of P—Q 4 by Black, and will dictate as his next
move a move by the Black Q.

““'This, of course, is just what White wants to do; and he can do this
in three ways; 2:z., by Kt—Q R-4, by B—K 3, or by P—Q Kt 4.

“ Either of these moves by White is equivalent, in war, to outflanking
a hostile corps which is defending a strategic point. A detachment made
for such a purpose may be sacrificed if such sacrifice insures a line of
operations.

“ Consequently, White selects his Q Kt P as a Corps Detached to be
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sacrificed as the most judicious method to fulfil the requirements of the
immediate simple line of manceuvre, and to bring about the prospective
complex line of manceuvre, and he plays : —

. Mr. YOUNG.

1 P—Q Kt 4
If the Black Q retreats to Q 3 or to K 2, then the complex line of manccu-
vre begins, and the initiative is retained for White by Kt—K 4, or B—K
Kt 5. So Black plays:— Mr. BURILLE,
: 1 QxKt P
Still White must keep to the simple line of manceuvre in order to retain
the initiativé and to prevent Black from playing P—Q 4, so he continues:—
2 R—Q Kt sq 2 QxKt
Black evades the snare laid for him by the offer of the White Q; ¢e., Black
could have played 2 R—K B 8ch; 3 BxR,QxQ; 4 P—K 7,Q—K 3;
s B—R 3, P—Q 4; 6 KtxQ P, PxKt; 7 B—Q Kt 5, B—Q 2; 8 R—
K B sq, and White wins.

Of course, Black by taking the Kt permits White to act on a complex
line of manceuvre against the Black K. The situation is replete with
instruction for the student of this theory.

3 B—K R 6
This is another sacrifice of a Corps Detached to dictate Black’s reply and
thus retain the initiative, and is the beginning of the strategetic line of
operations.

3 PxB

Black must avert mate at the expense of a move, and thus permit the
White column of the centre to occupy its point of manceuvre (White K B
1). This capture by Black also uncovers the Black K Kt sqto the
combined attack of the White Q and K B.

4 P—K 7
White now advances his corps of the left to a point of command whereat
it attacks <1multaneously two tactical keys (Black K sq and K B sq).

4 R—K sq

The Black R thus attacked is obliged to preserve itself and to support
the kindred point of junction against the attack of the White K P. It thus
acts as a part of the column of manceuvre by constituting itself a point
of impenetrability.

But by so doing, as the student readily sees, the Black R abandons the
strategetic key, z.e. (Black K B 2), for it is evident that if a White R be
posted at Black’s K B 2, it simultaneously will attack both Black K B sq
and K Kt 2, both of which are tactical keys, and thus the strategic horizon
will be complete, with the strategic vertices occupied by the Corps Offensive,
and consequently it will be a winning position for White.

5 R—K Bsq
The White Corps of the centre now occupies its point of manceuvre and
at the same time simultaneously attacks the strategic key and a tactical key,
according to the grand law of chessplay as laid down in this theory.

5 Q—Q B 4
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The student will observe that although Black has captured three detached
Corps for which White has no further use, his position not only is not further
developed, but on account of the removal of the Black K Kt P from K Kt
2, it is even weaker than before his first move, and that White still retains
the initiative and the right to move.
6 R—B 7y

The White Corps of the centre now occupies the strategic key from whence
it simultaneously attacks the two tactical keys, which also are attacked by
the Corps of the Right and of the Left, respectively. The position now is
a winning position for White either with or without the move.

6 R—K Kt sq

Black, obvxously, cannot prevent both the threatened mate and the

threatened occupation of the logistic horizon by the White K P.

7 RxR P ch 7 KxR
8 QxR ch,

Checkmate. 7

Perhaps this elaborate discussion of ¢ Tactical Sequence” would be -

less objectionable in point of fact had the author been less occupied in
attending to his ¢ language.” At all events, and for example only, let the
student consider the position arrived at in the note to Rlack’s second move,
where it is asserted, ‘‘and White wins.” This is so far from being the case
that it is Black who wins,—and that in either of at least two different ways.
He may continue 8..., Kt—3B 3; or, even better, he may goon 8..., Bx B;
for the Queen interposing at Kt sq, on occasion, makes all safe; easily
preserving his overwhelming numerical advantage. We ‘“pad out” with a
diagram of the situation in question:—
BLACK (MR. BURILLE).
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And add,—“With or without the move,” Black wins. /e has the
initiative. The “snare” laid by White should have caught himself and
lost him the game.

After this we have * PRocusses oF GREATER LogisTics’—¢MaJjor,”
¢ MINOR,” and “ GRAND,”—a rehash of the other books of the series, to
which the reader is often referred. For instance : —

¢ As the student has already been taught, all calculations having but a
single point of command belong exclusively to Major Tactics; they are
determinate propositions, and are solved by simple arithmetic; and until
the student has thoroughly mastered them, he should confine his studies to
the second volume of this series. For a similar reason, if the student is
not entirely familiar with the proper construction of the several strategic
fronts and of the direction which should be given to each; and if he does
not comprehend the utility of the various supplementary formations which
appertain to these strategic fronts,—he should continue the study of * Grand
Tactics” until he has acquired the knowledge which fits him to approach
this volume with some slight idea of its import. In case he is ignorant
even of the construction of primary bases. and the reasons therefore, then
the ¢ Minor Tactics of Chess” is the book he needs,—not this one.”

Elsewhere we learn that the London Spectator has devoted a page and
a half to an intelligent and complimentary review of ** Minor Tactics ” and
stated !—* The book is clearly written, but an effort is required to master
the theory—and it needs to be mastered entire—before the light dawns.
The reviewer, a poor player, played for many years with a friend from whom
he usually received odds and a beating. After acquiring (by six months’
study) the new theory, he has played a series of games with the same friend

* (to whom this theory was unknown) without taking odds. and has not only

won the majority of the games, but made a much better fight in those
which he lost than he had been able to make before becommo acquainted
with the theory.”

The concluding portion of the work (pp. 253 284) is devoted to a
perfectly absurd dream of the “ Battle of Waterloo,” in which ‘the French
army, 68,000 men, directed by Napoleon in person and when' engaged in
destroymg 70,000 British under the command of the Duke of Wellington,
was attacked both in flank and rear, and utterly routed by 65,000 Germans
led by Field-Marshal von Bliicher.”—Well, if Mr. Young is posing as a
humourist, perhaps he is a success—of a sort. But if he is in earnest

_ it is all the more pitiful. We can safely say that for the would be chess-player
desirous of a burden on his memory and a blank in his understanding
the *“ Chess Strategetic Series” is absolutely unrivalled.
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TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

present issue, is now due, and Subscribers who have not
e’ 4 yet paid will greatly assist the Editor by remitting the
amount—EIGHT SHILLINGS—without delay. Postal Orders
to be crossed “ & Co."—The numbers of the orders should be kept
Jor wveference. Cheques to be made payable to Britisi Chess
Magazine. All communications to be addressed: British Chess
Magazine, 33, Park Cross Street, Leeds.
For the convenience of our American subscribers we have
decided to accept $2 in U.S. notes, in payment of one year’s
subscription.  American exchanges will greatly oblige by giving

F—EHE Subscription for volume XXI,, which begins with the

publicity to this information.

enthusiasts in the provinces the question why cannot other provincial

“ chess clubs do likewise? We refer to the acquisition by the members

of the Norfolk and Norwich Club of private premises of their own. This leads
us to the further question by what means were the Norwich players able to
accomplish this desirable result? Such luxury as this, we believe, Dundee
alone is able to boast an equal. Is Norfolk specially favoured with rich players,
or the windfalls of legacies of chess enthusiasts? We understand that the
method adopted by the Norwich Club was that Capital was raised by allowing
the members and others interested to take shares (at 5/- per share), and by
this means some £ 70 was raised—furniture was purchased, the rooms leased,
and the scheme was perfected by a rule which makes the club pay back a/
Jeast two shares yearly, to be determined by ballot. The actual outgoing
expenses of light, fireing, rent, &c., are found to be not much more than

the usual rent paid for public rooms, while the club has rooms private and
: Az

F—EHE news that we publish from Norfolk suggests to thoughtful chess
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always at its disposal. We congratulate Norwich on its enterprise, and hope
that the day is not far distant when such clubs entirely devoted to chess
will be found in all our provincial towns.

The Editor of the British Chess Magazine wishes all his friends,
contributors, and readers, a very happy and prosperous year.

A Masters’ Tourney is in progress at the Vienna Club, in which Herren
Alapin, Albin, Halprin, Hamlisch, Marco, Perlis, and Schlechter are taking
part. There is also an Amateur Tourney with a large entry and eight prizes.

The late two-round Tournament at the Marhattan Club, New York,
between Messrs. Baird, Hodges, Hymes, Lipschiitz, Marshall, and
Showalter, resulted in Mr. Lipschiitz coming out first with 8 won games,
Mr. Showalter second with 7, and Mr. Hodges third with 5 out of a possible
10. Mr. Marshall, who did so well in the Paris Tourney, was last with
24, possibly owing to a breakdown in health, for he does not look strong
in bodily physique.

The ¢ Pillsbury” National Correspondence Chess Association has
started a monster Tourney between the East and West United States,
with 150 players on each side, to commernorate the incoming of the zoth
century. There is also projected a Tourney by Correspondence between
the United States and England, Germany, and Austria, which will last from
three to five years. The match with Canada has been won by America,
though it is still not quite finished.

Dr. Lasker has invented a new chess notation, which consists in drawing
a line on a diagram from the square on which a piece or Pawn stands to
the square to which it is moved, and adding the number of the move. As
pieces often return to the same squares from which they moved, and other
pieces and Pawns frequently occupy those squares, and those to which the
lines may be drawn, it appears to us that unless a separate diagram were
devoted to each piece, such a complication of lines would occur as to make
any confusion that exists in the present systems of notation only worse
confounded.

We are informed that by the time this number is in the hands of our
readers, the Counties’ and Craigside Chess Tournament, at the Craigside
Hydro., Llandudno, will be in full swing. The events are :—(1) Craigside
Championship Cup Tournament, (open to all previous holders of the
Craigside Cup). Prizes—4£8 8s., £6 6s.,, and £4 4s. (2) Firstclass
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Tournament. Prizes—£8 8s., £6 6s., and £4 4s. (3) Second-class
Tournament, £5 ss.. £3 10s.,and £2 2s. (4) Handicaps will be arranged
during the week. The prizes may be increased at the discretion of the
Comnmittee. Players staying at the Hydro will be entertained at a reduced
tariff, and we understand that Mr. Jas. Lister, J.P. Liverpool Club, and
Vice-President Northern Counties Chess Union, has accepted the position
of President during the meeting.

Chess in Paris.—The committee of the Association Francgiise des
Echecs invited, on the 22nd December last, the members and friends of
the Association to a lunch, given on the occasion of the taking possession
of the new club premises at the Café du Pont de Fer, 14, Boulevard
Poissoniugre. 'This will be the annexe of the club, as the headquarters
are now situated at the Café Furqueti!, 84, Boulevard St. Germain. The
president, Dr. Maurat, invites all members of English and American clubs
when passing through Paris to come to the above address, where they can
always be sure of a game. The Cercle Philidor of the Calé¢ du Globe,
Boulevard de Strasbourg will commence its annual Handicap Tournament
on the sth January, 1901, there will be eight prizes, the first being 100 frs.,
and it will be conducted on the knock-out system.

At the forthcoming Masters’ Tournament at Monte Carlo, in February,
the first prize will be 5000 frs., the second 3500 frs., the third 2005 fis,,
the fourth 1000 frs., the fifth 800 frs., and the sixth 500 frs. Some adverse
comments have been made on the large difference of value between several
of the prizes, for according to the above list, half a point may decide
whether a competitor shall win or lose 1500 frs. Indeed it may be only }
of ‘a point, if the scheme for scoring proposed by the champion is adopted.
His proposal is that a drawn game shall count only } to each player, and
that on being played again it shall count only } to the winner. As each
will retain the score in the first game, the winner will be credited with only
4 of a point for a game drawn and a game won, but his opponent for one
drawn and one lost will be only haif a point behind him. Should the
second game be also drawn, another } of a point will be added to each
player’s score. A better scheme, we think, is that drawn games should not
be played again, or count at all, for thereby the better player will be
sufficiently penalised, and why should the inferior one run the risk of
losing his advantage in preventing his opponent from scoring by having
to encounter him a second time? Baron Rothschild will give a prize of

" 500 frs. for the best game, and Prof. Rice will give 250 frs. for the most
brilliant game. 1500 frs. are set aside from the funds towards paying the
expenses of non-prize winners.

Norwich.—It is with great pleasure that we announce that the Norfolk
and Norwich Club (one of the oldest clubs in the Kingdom, it was in full
activity so far back as 1840), has become possessed of private rooms, which
have been acquired by the committee and furnished solely for the use of
the members. The premises are in Dore Street, Norwich, and are situated
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in the centre of the city, within easy distance of all tramway routes, easily
accessible to all members, and free from the noise of traffic. The rooms
can on special occasions be made into one large one. They are handsomely
furnished and embrace all the conveniences of a private club—a great
attraction to members stopping in the city all day. One room is set apart
for non-smokers, and light refreshments can always be obtained. 'The
committee has also already, through the generosity of some of the mem-
bers, a good nucleus of .a chess library. No game but the royal one will
be allowed. The change from the old regime of hotel and café accommo-
dation which is the usual fate of chess clubs is very marked, and is already
attracting large numbers of new members, the muster being now over 7o.

On November 28th, the President (Dr. Crook) celebrated the opening
of the new rooms by giving a reception to the players of the district, and
invited Dr. E. Lasker to give a simuitaneous display for their entertainment.
The rooms during the evening presented an animated appearance, crowded
with players from all parts of East Anglia to witness the struggle between
the champion of the world and twenty of the strongest players of Norfolk.
Dr. Lasker lost to Messrs. J. Keeble, S. D. Caws, and A. T. Nicholls ; drew
with Messrs. Rivett and Shakespeare, and won the remaining 15 games..

A New CHESS

Crock.—We have

pleasure in directing

the attention of club

secretaries to the New

“Congress” Chess

Timing Clock recently

put on the market by

Messrs. Jaques & Son,

Limited, 102, Hatton

Garden, London. The

sample received by us

has been subjected to

careful practical tests,

and the results proved

satisfactory in cvery way. The chief feature of the *‘congress” clock is
that it has only one set of works, an important factor which guarantees
uniform time-recording against both players. This is a marked improvement
on all previous chess clocks, which were wrong in principle in having two
sets of works. The * congress” is an accurate time-keeper. The mechan-
ism which admits of the works operating on the respective dials is simple,
effective, and reliable, and not likely to get out of order. The advantage
of one set of works only is too obvious. to need comment, as every match
secretary knows the drawback to the system in vogue of stopping a clock
by checking its hair-spring; this is now obviated entirely. The whole is
contained in a mahogany case,.with buttons on the top, by the use of which
a player can stop the action of his own recording dial, and at the same
time set that of his opponent in motion. The price is 21/-, which need
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not prove prohibitive in cases of special chess tournaments and matches,
as we are informed that Messrs. Jaques & Son contemplate making arrange-
ments for lending out clocks on hire. We must not omit to mention that
for an extra payment of 3/- the clock is supplied with a simple arrangement
for stopping and starting the action of either dials at any time. Quite apart
from 1ts excellent merits as a chess time recorder, we have proved the
“congress” to be a most accurate ordinary time-keeper.

Cheéss in Scotland.—The chess memorials, which are being subscribed
by the chess players of Scotland in memory of the late Sheriff Spens, now
amount in all to about £250. Of this sum about £ 140 have been subscribed
to the Glasgow Chess Club Memorial by the members of that club, and about
A 110 have been subscribed by Scottish chess players generally to the
National Memorial. The Glasgow Club will invest the funds and provide
from the interest an annual gold medal, with the medallion of the late
Sheriff, besides other prizes in connection with the club competitions. Itis
not yet decided what form the National Memorial will take, and several
suggestions have been put forward, amongst others a Cup for competition
amongst the Junior Clubs, a Cup for the Fast West Match, and prizes in
connection with the ‘Richardson’ Cup. The matter, however, will be
considered at a meeting of the committee in January.

The ‘Richardson’ Cup Competitions are now in full swing, and so far
the Glasgow Club has defeated Falkirk by 4 to 1, and Dundee by 35 to 13.
The Glasgow men consider themselves fortunate in emerging from the
Dundee contest so favourably, as the Dundee Club held the Cup the first
year, while the Glasgow men won last year. The ‘Burns’ Club has defeated
the Queens Park Club by 3% to 11 in the same competition.

We may explain that the ‘ Richardson’ Cup is competed for by the
various chess clubs of Scotland on the ‘knock out’ principle. It is a
handsome trophy, costing probably £5o or £60, and presented for com-
petition by Mr. J. B. Richardson of Stirling, who is well known for his
great generosity in connection with everything pertaining to Scottish chess.
The chief clubs now left in the competition are Edinburgh, ‘Burns,” and
Glasgow. ‘Burns’ and Edinburgh have to meet, and the survivor will
probably have to face Glasgow.

The hon. secretary of the Glasgow Club, Mr. P. B. M. Roberts, who
has filled the office with much acceptance to the members, is leaving the
city, and the club will therefore be deprived of his services. Mr. Thomas
McGrouther has been appointed secretary in his place.

Edinburgh beat Aberdeen by 3 to 2, H. L. Forbes, of Aberdeen,
creating a sensation by beating Mr. . Y. Mills.

In. the tie, Stirling and Portobello, each won two games, and one game
has veen left unfinished in favour of Portobello player.

NorTHERN Counties CHEsS UNION.—Mr. Amos Burn, president
N.CC.U.,, presided at a meeting of the Executive, which was held in
Manchester, on December 19th, to ballot the order of play in the Northern
Counties Inier-County Trophy Contest, for which Lancashire, Yorkshire,
Cheshire, and Cumberland had entered. The draw resulted as follows:—
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(83
3

A - YORKSHIRE ¢. CUMBERLAND, to be played in Yorkshire.
B - CHESHIRE ». LANCASHIRE, to be played in Cheshire.

FiNnaL Rounbp.
Winuer of A v. B, to be played in Yorkshire or Cumberland.

The teams may consist of any number from 15 to 3o a-side, but in
case of failure to arrive at a mutual understanding the teams must consist
of 15 players on each side. Duration of play not less than four hours if
necessary. Time-limit 20 moves an hour. The first round must be com-
pleted on or before February 1st, and the final on or before March 3ist.
In case of failure to mutually agree upon dates, the official dates for play
are January 1gth and March 23rd respectively. The county being visited
must provide all chess material required.

~ The Executive also decided to institute a contest for the individual
championship of the Northern Counties. The players eligible to take part
in the contest are Dr. Shaw, winner of the Lancashire championship ; Mr.
Hugh Doyle, Cumberland champion; and the winner of the Yorkshire
champlonshxp, which is now in the final stage, and rests between Messrs.
Musgrove (Leeds), Atkinson (Hull), and Wright (Wakefield). In addition
to the competitors from Yorkshire, Lancashire, and Cumberland, accredited
representatives of Northumberland, Durham, and Lincolnshire will be asked
to nominate one player to represent their county in the contest. The
choice of player to represent Cheshire will rest with the Chess Association
of that county, and it has been suggested that a player of East Cheshire
should play a short match against one from West Cheshire, to decide which
of the two shall enter the Major competitioh ; and a similar plan might,
we think, be adopted with advantage in the case of Durham County.
The Newcastle Club will be asked to nominate the representative for
Northumberland. 1t is intended to bave the arrangements for play, &c.,
completed by January 23rd, and the whole tournament, which will be
played on the retire-after-defeat system, finished before the annual meeting
of the Union, on April 27th. Prizes value £4 4s.and £ 2 2s. will be given.
Arrangements will also shortly be made to give encouragement to corres-
pondence play among the players in the Union.

LonpoN CHEss.—The London season has so far been a busy one.

At the Ladies’ Chess Club some interesting events have occurred
during the month. On the 1st December, Dr. Lasker and Herr Mar6czy
paid a visit to the club and played 23 Ladies simultaneously, the two Masters
moving alternately at each board without. however, consulting. The Ladies
did badly, the score of the two Masters being won 21, drawn 2, and lost o.
The drawn games were obtained by Miss Wilkins and Miss Read. On the
15th, Mr. Teichmann delivered a lecture on *“ End-game Play.” Mis.
Hussey has won the silver cup presented to the club by Mrs. Rose Johnson.

The North T.ondon Club has been very successful in first-class match
play so far this season, having won 7 matches out of 7 played.

Battersea Chess Club.—The social side of this club was catered for on
December 8th, when a successful Supper and Smoking Concert were held
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at the club house, “ The Railway Tavern,” Battersea Rise, S.W. The
chair was teken by Mr. W. P. Plummer (vice-president), supported by
Messrs. F. Barrow and J. B. Mahony (vice presidents). The Surrey Trophy
was on view, and one of the toasts of the evening was “The Surrey Trophy
Team.” A lengthy and varied programme—28 items—arranged by the
chairman, gave great enjoyment to the members, who shewed that they
appreciated good music as well as good chess. On December 4th, Battersea
beat Brixton by 1o to 2 in the Surrey Trophy Contest.

The Kennington Chess Club now meets at the “ Cable” Restaurant,
8, Brixton Road, London, S.W,, on each Friday evening. The secretary,
Mr. A. W. Nott, will be glad to receive names of gentlemen in the locality
desirous of availing themselves of the advantages of a chess club.

On the 15th December, a friendly match was played between East
London and Hampstead, the former winning by 54 to 43.

Chess of late at Simpson’s has only been in a somewhat languishing
condition, but an attempt has been made to throw more life into it, and
accordingly a Tournament has been arranged, the competitors being Messrs.
Lee, Mortimer, Miiller, Teichmann, and Van Vliet. Play began Dec. 1oth

RESULTS OF LEAGUE MATCHES.
“A” DIVISION.

November 28 ... ... Atheneum It ... Metropolitan 9.
» 28 ... ... . Insurance 143 ... ... East London 5.
' 28 ... ... North London 13% .. .. Hampstead 34,
. Hampstead was three players short '

' 28 ... ... Battersea 158 ... ... Lee 43.
December 3 ... ... North London 16§ ... ... Lee 3.
. 5 ... ..~ Lud-Eagle iy .. ... Athenxum 84.
’ 6 ... ... Metropolitan 14} ... .. FEast London §5}.
»s 10 ... ... Hampstead 9% ... Insurarce *o4.

* One game for adJudxcatmn.
» 11 ... ... Atkenzeum 10} ... West Lonlon *5.

* Four games left unhmshed.
’ 13 ... ... Lud-Eagle 134 ... ... Battersea 64.
. ®

The two following games were contested in the Correspondence Match
now proceeding between the Northern z. Southern Chess Unions. We
extract the Notes from the Z:verpool Weekly Mercury.
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1,969.

B—Kt 3

White can force a draw here with 11
BxKt, PxKB; 12 KtxKt P, Bx
Kt; 13 Q—Kt 4, P—K R 3; 14 P—
K Ra.Kt—K B 3; 15 Q—Kt 3, Kt—
R 4; 16 Q—Kt 4, Kt—DB 3; for unless
Black repeats his moves he would
probably lose. . .
11 P KBy
12 KtxB

It is very doubtful whether
this is Black’s best move. Perhaps
12. , P—B 4 would be stronger; it
certainly appears to give Black the
superior position.

P—K R 3

P x Kt
PxP ~
Kt—Q 2

Counter attack is White’s only sal-
vation. If he attempts to defend the
K Kt P he is lost.

15 Q—K 2

............... If instead of this move

13 B—Q 3
14 PxP

24
GAME No.
Queen’s Gambit Declined.
NoTEs BY A. BURN AND II
W. H. GunsToN.
WHITE. BLACK.
Mr. A. BurN. Mr. W. H. GUNSTON.
North. South.
1 P—Q 4 1 P—Q 4
2 P—Q B4 2 P—K 3
3 Kt—Q B 3 3 Kt—K B 3
4 B—Kt g 4 B—K 2 12
5 P—K 3 5 Castles
6 Kt—B 3 6 Q Rt—Q 2
7B-Q3
R—Bsqis often played here, the
best reply being 7..., P—B 3. 13
7 P—QKt3 14
..Black can als» play 7..., 5
P—Q R 3, 1ntend1ngto follow, if White
Castles, with 8..., PxP; 9 Bx P, P—
Q Kt 43 10 B_Kt 3, B—Kt 2.
8 Castles 8 B—Kt 2
9 Q—K 2 9 Kt—K 5
10 B—B 4 10 P—K Kt 4

Position after Black’s 10th move :—
P—K Kt 4.

BLACK (MR. BURN).

WHITE (MR. GUNSTON).

16
17

Black plays 15..., Bx P, White will
obtain a decided superiority of position
with 16 Rx P, RxR; 17 BXxR, Kt—
B3; 18Q—B3, B—Q3; 19B—K6
ch, K—Rsq; 20 R—K Bsq, B-—K 2;
21 Q—B 5, and it is difficult to see
how Black can save the game.

BxP 16 BxP
P—K 4

Possibly 17 Q—B 3 would have
been stronger. The reply would have
been 17 B—B 5; 18 Ktx P, Q—Q 3;
19 Px B (if 18..., Q—B 2; 19 B—K
4). White wins a Pawn, but the issue
seems very doubtful. White thought
that the text move would give him the
superior game.

17 B—B g3

............ Apparently the only move,
forif 17 Px 15 18 KKt x P, B—Q 3;
19 Ktx B, QxKt; 20 Q—K 6, and
wins, Black deliberately gave up the
two pieces for the Rook in the convic-
tion that he would obtain an advantage
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19
20
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22
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24

25

THE BRITISH CHESS MAGAZINE. 2%

in position, which would bé a full
compensation.

RxB 18 PxR

Q—Kt4ch 19 K—Rsq

B x Kt 20 PxP

K KtxP 21 Q R—Q sq
............ Better than B x Kt, which

would be followed by 22 R—K sq, Q
R—Q sq; 23 B—B 6, with the better
game.

B—B ; 22 RxP

R—K sq

Although a piece ahead, White’s
position is not at all a happy one.
Black threatens P—B 6 and RxKt.
If, for instance, White plays 23 Qx P
instead of R—K sq, Black replies 23
RxKt; 24 KtxR, BxKt; 25QxB,
Q—B 4 ch; 26 K—R sq, Qx B, with
at least an even game.

23 P—Kt 4

veveeseneees . «Anexcellent move, which
gives Black a very strong attack.
White cannot take the Pawn with Kt,
on account of the reply R--Q 4, win,
ning a piece. Instead of the text
move Black could have recovered the
two pieces for the Rook, but would
have come out with a slightly inferior
game, e.g., 23 .., Q—K 4; 24 BxP,
P--B6; 25 PxP, R—Q 7; 26 Kt—
K 2, BxKt; 27 Bx B, R—Ktsq; 28
B—Kt6, RxB; 290 QxR, RxKt;
30 RxR, QxR; 31 Q—R 6 ch, and
White is a Pawn a2head with winning
chances, but it would te difficult to
avoid the draw by perpetual check.

QxP

It is curious that this move, which
brings another piece to the defence of
the Kt at K 4, nevertheless enables
the piece to be won at once. Black,
however, would still come out with a
slight disadvantage in position, e.g.,
24 Qx P, RxKt; 25 RxR(best),
Q—Bgch; 26 Q—K 3, Rx B(if26...,
QxB: 27 R—K Kt 4 gives White
the better position); 27 P—Q Kt 4,
and Black must exchange Queens, after
which it is difficult to defend his Pawns
on the Queen’s wing.

24 P—Kt 35
Q—B 2

Position after White’s 2515 move :—
Q—B .

BLACK (MR. GUNSTON).

WHITE (MR. BURN).

25 Q—Qsq

............... Had Black now played
25..., Q—Kt 2, it is difficult to find
anything better for White than 26 Ki—
K Kts, PxKt; 27 Kt—B 7 ch (not
27 Kt—K 6, as Black would then
win with 29..., RxB). If Black
takes the Kt, White obtains the better
game, e.g., 27..., QxKt; 28 QxR
ch, Q—B 3; 29 QxQ, RxQj 30
R—K 8 ch, K—Kt 2; 31 R—K 7 ch,
K—Bsq; 32 RxB P. If, however,
Black moves 27..., K—Kt sq, White’s
best move appears to be 28 R—K 7.
To this Black has three very strong
replies, viz., R—Q 3, R—Q 7, and
P—B 7. Taking the last, suppose
28..,P--B7; 20 BxP, R—-K Byj;
30 Kt—R 6 ¢ch, QxKt; 31 Q—Kt 3
ch, K—Rsq; 32 Q—B 3ch, R(B5)
—B 3; 33 QxP, and now at first
sight it appears that Black, although
a clear Rook ahead, cannot save the
game, for if he checks at Q B 8 and
again at K B 5, White exchanges
Queens, followed by RxR P ch and
K x B, remaining with Rook, Bishop,
and four Pawns against two Rooks and
one Pawn, which should win. Unfor-
tunately for White, Black would not
exchange Queens, but effezt mate in
four moves—a little problem which we

" leave your readers to solve for them-

selves.

26 Q—B 4.



26 THE BriTisH CHE:3S MAGAZINE.

White appears to have nothing bet- 28 Kt—K 2 28 R x Kt

ter than to go back again. 29 BxR 29 Qx B
K 26 Q—B 3 30 QxQ - 30 BxQ
2 —_—
1Q 3 . ..White here offered a draw,
It would evidently not pay to take which was accepted by Black.
the Queen.
27 Q—K 4 , Drawn game.

Note By Mr. BURN.—] can scarcely remember having ever played a game that
was so exciting and so full of interesting combinations as this, Mr. Mason, in his notes
to one of my games published in the 5.C.A/., a Q P opening, calls it a *‘ wooden open-
ing,” but my experience is that this opening nearly always results in highly complicated
and interesting games.

‘GAME No. 1,970.

Ruy Lopes.
NoTeEs BY A. BURN AND .I;]is usKelessIéo try tg »\erx(theBBishop
‘ with 1§ Kt—I sq and 1 t—B2; as
“HI:“L‘ H. GUNSTC;::“ < Black plays 15.., P—B 5; 16 P—Q
v . CK. Kt 4, P—Q R 4, with the bet L
Mc. W. H. GUNsTON. Mr. A. BURN. 4 QR4 :VSl P_eQe tlezrgame
1 P—Kg 1 P—Kg4 . _ 4
16 Kt—B 3 16 P—R 5
2 Kt—K B 3 2 Kt—Q B 3 17 Kt—Q 5
3 B—Kt5 3 Kt—B 3 If Kt x P, Black replies Bx P ! ; but
4 Castles 4 KtxP . it is possible that Kt—Q Kt 5 is better
p 5
5 P—Q 4 5 Kt—Q 3 than Kt—Q 5. Black would probably
.............. Opinions are divided as have'replied 1725 l?xff; 18 PxP,
to whether this is superior to the more g;m]i\vtarfta; eand White is under no
usual B—K 2. Probably White ought ) ge P—K Kt
to maintain a slight superiority of 17 r'— 4
position in each case. 18 B—K 3 .18 P—Kt 3
6 BxKt 6 QPxB 19 R—Kt sq
PxP 7 Kt—B 4 Another weak move. It would be
573 QxQ ch 8 KxQ . much better to play P—K R 3.
¢ 19 K—Kt 2
9 Kt—B 3 20 KR—Qsq 2o K R—Q sq
Better than checking with the Rook 21 P—K Kt 21 Ktx B
at once, as White will have the option 4
of checking with either Rook later. ssseesreenee-Black has now a won
P—K R game, which he finishes off in fine style.
9 r— 3 There is no saving move for White
g s
10 B—B 4 1o B—K 3 who has played a poor game.
1t QR—OQsqch 1t K—Bsq 22 Ktx Kt 22 RxR ch
1z P—QKt3 23 RxR 23 B—Kt 7
A weak move, the source of much 24 K—B sq 24 PxP
trouble in the future, It would be 25 PxP 25 R—R 6
better to play 12 P—K R 3. so as to 5 R 6 B-BS
be able to retreat the Bishop to R 2 2 —Q 3 2 =
if attacked. 27 P—R 3 27 B x Kt
12 B—Kt g 28 RxB 28 RxP
13 Kt—K 2 13 P—B 4 29 RxR 29 BxPch
........... Black has takenimmediate 30 K—K sq 30 BxR
advantage of White’s weak 12thmove. 31 P—R 4 31 PxP
14 P—B 3 14 B—R 6 32 KtxP 32 B—K 3

15 P—B 4 33 Resigns.
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The two following games were played recently by Correspondence
between the Hull Club and the West Hartlepool Club. The respective
leading players were Mr. James Birks (West Hartlepool), and Mr. W.
Atkinson (Hull).

GAME No. 1,971.

Queen's Gambit Declined.

NoTEs BY JaMES BIRKs.

WHITE. BLACK.

HuLL. WesT HARTLEPOOL.
P—Q 4 1 P—Q 4
P—Q B4 2 P—K 3
Kt—Q B 3 3 Kt—K B 3
Kt—K B3 4 QKt—Q 2
B—B 4 5 P—Q B3

............... This variation was played
because Black thought it gave the
second player a strong Pawn position
for the end-game, a position which
this game tends to justity.

P—K 3 6 B—K 2
Q—B 2 7 Castles
P-Bs
The cause of much subsequent

trouble.

8 P—Kt 3
PxP 9 PxP
B—Q 3 10 B—Kt 2
P—K Kt 4

Questionable in view of the fact
that Whitehas no retreat for his Bishop.

11 B—QR 3
P—Kt g 12 BxB
QxB 13 Kt—R 4
Kt—K 2 14 P—K B4
PxPep. 15 BxP
R—K Ktsq 16 P—B 4
Kt—Kt 5 17 Bx Kt
BxB 18 Q Kt—B 3
P—QR 3

Some of the Hull playérs thought
this was a serious mistake.

10 P—B g
Q—B 2 20 P—Q Kt 4
Kt—Kt 3 2t Q—Q 3
B x Kt 22 Ktx B
P—B 4 23 P—Kt g

24
25

26

27
28

29‘

30

-~

51
32

34

49

P—B ;5 24 P--K 4

Q—Kt2z' 25 R—B:2
............... As White threatens Kt—

K 4.

Q—Q 2 26 PxR P

QPxP 27 QxP

RxP 28 RxR

PxR 29 Kt—Kt 5

............... Perhaps Q—R 8ch, win-
ning the Rook’s Pawn, which was what
Black played for, would have been
safer.  Rlack ovarlooked the force of
33 R—Q Kt sq, which breaks up his
centre in all variations.

Q—Q 4 30 QxKPch

.............. Better than Kt xR P.
QxQ 31 KtxQ
K-Q:2 32 P—Q5
R—Q Ktsq 33 P—K Kt 3
R—Kt8ch

[If instead of Px Kt P, R--B 7 ch
wins.

34 K—Kt 2

R—-Q38 35 KtxP
KtxKtch 36 RxKt
RxP 37 R—B 7 ch
K—B 3 38 RxP
P—R4 39 R—K B 7
KxP 40 P—R 4
P-R g 41 P—Kt 4
P—R 6 42 P—R g
R—Qs 43 K—Kt 3
R—R 5 44 R—B sq
P—R 7 45 R—Q R sq
K—Q3 46 P—R 6
R—R sq 47 P—R 7
R—K R sq

If K—K 3, Black would still have
played R x .

48 RxP

K—K 4
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If K—K 3 instead, ..., R—R 6 ch; K—K 3, K—Kt4; 52 R—B 2, R—
K—B 5, P—Kt 5, &c. Black here K 2 ch; 53 K moves, P—Kt 6 &c.
- sent several winning variations, and
White resigned. Of course after 49 49 R—K B 2
R—B 2, if 50 RxP, P—Kts5; 51 - And wins.

'

REMARKS BY Mr. JAMES MAsoN.—Instead of the doubtful posting of his Queen
at B 2, perhaps White would better advance 7 P—K R 3, in order to preserve his active
Bishop, and in preparation for later attack on the King side, should such appear advis-
able. But his following 8 P—B 5 is surely questionable. In consequence, he: is
practically compelled to exchange; clearing the file for Black Rook, and othewise
improving the adverse position. That is, the defence has more freedom, and more to
work for, on the Queen side, than would be likely but for this important adventure of
the Pawn. With 11 P—K Kt 4 complication beginsin earnest. Of course Black might have

- anticipated this by at once proposing an exchange of Bishops,—but there was no necessity.
White would scarcely dare to Castle Q R ; and, with his Kipg in the centre, this scheme
of decisive attack should fare no better than indifferently—for White. It may be that
here and there before the end he could go more for safety, e.g., 19 P—Q R 3 simply
reaches for trouble ; but on the whole, as from this stage, his situation is precarious, and
he is in reality the defending party. It might make make no difference, but 40 R x P
would leave the King just as well able to deal with the Black Pawns,—and it would
save a move with the Rook. The ending is very close; one of those in which nearly
everything counts. Taken all in all, a well played and most interesting game ; almost
equally creditable to the loser as to the winner.

GAME No. 1,972.

FEvans Gambit.

NoTEs BY JAMES BIRKS. 13 B—B 4 ‘
WHITE. BLACK. B—XKt 5 ch looks promising, but

WesT HARTLEPOOL. Huir does not work out well. A

1 P—K 4 1 P—K 4 _ 13 Q—K B 3

2 Kt—K B 3 2 Kt—Q B 3 14 Q—Q 2

3 B—Bg4 3 B—Bg4 ' Perhaps Q-—B sq, leaving the Kt

4 P—Kt 4 4 BxP ~ f{ree, would have been better.

5 P—Q B3 5 B—B 4 14 B—R 4

wevessenenn B=R g is now morefre- 15 Q R—B sq 15 Castles
quently played, and it says something ;6 K R—K sq 16 Kt—Kt 3

he chivalry of the Hull players
{g;tlt;ey accepred the Evans (gaerit 17 Ktx Kt 17 QxKt
normal position. L e Nothing else would do.
6 P—Q 4 6 PxP. 18 P—Q 6 18 PxP
7 PxP 7 B—Kt 3 19 BxP 19 B—R 6
8 Castles 8 P—Q3 20 B—K Kt 3 20 QR—Q sq
9 P—Q5s 9 Kt—K 2 21 Q—Kt 2 21 B—B sq
............ Kt—R 4 may be better,but 22 R—K 3 22 Bx Kt
in any case the defence is very difficult. 23 Qx B 23 Kt—Kt g
10 P—K 5 10 Kt—R 3 24 R—K 7 24 Q—K B 3
11 Kt—B 3 11 PxP 25 Q—K sq 25 P—K R 4
12 Ktx P 12 Q—Q 3 26 B—Kt 3 26 Kt—R 3
............... To prevent Bx Kt and vevveneerinn...As White threatens B—

KtxP. B7and RxBP.
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27 B—B 7 27 R—Q 6 45 K—Kt 2~
28 R—K 8 28 B—K 3 Best. It will be seen that the prob-
29 RxR ch 29 KxR lem in this very interesting end-game
30 Q—Ktg4ch 30 Q—K 2 is, can White Queen the Pawn without
1 QxP 2 P—Kt giving Black the possession of the two
gz O—R 6 3t 4 long diagomals for his contemplated
— perpetual check.
Not Q x P until the Rook has been 45 K—Kt 2
driven off. 46 Q—B 6 46 Q—Q s
32 R—Q 7 47 P—Kt 6 47 P—R 5
33 QxP 33 BxB ‘ 48 P—Kt 4 48 K—Kt 3
34 PxB 34 Q—K 7 49 P—Kt 7 49 Q—K 4
35 Q—Bsch 35 Q—K 2 5o Q—B2ch 50 K—Kt2
36 P—Q Kt4 36 P—B 3 st Q=K Bs5 51 Q—Ksq
37 B—Kt6 37 Kt—Kt 5 52 Q—Ktsq 52 Q—Ktsq
38 P—R 3 38 Kt—K 4 53 8—gt65 53 g—llé 3
i 54 U— 54 Q—R 4
QwamsOf course if KtxB P, 55 P Queens 55 QxQ
56 QxPch 56 K—R 2

39 Q—Q B3 39 Q—Q:2

—B 7 ch
40 P—Kt g 40 R—Q 8 ch 57 Q ¢

Not Q x P at once, as that would

41 RxR 41 QxRch only draw now, while this sweeps off
42 K—R 2 42 Kt—B 6 ch all the opposing Pawns, and also
43 QxKt 33 Q_Q 3 ch secures a safe place for his King.

44 P—Kt 3 44 QxB And Black resigned.

REMARKS BY Mr. James MasoN.—This is a very interesting example of a species
of Evans long out of favour. Of course the play of the Black Knights in the opening
has its drawbacks, as suggested in the notes; but, for all that, a fairly good defence 1s
made out, giving occasion for a stubborn battle.  Whether or not White presses on too
rapidly with his King Pawn is a question. Certain it is that the more tenacious 10 B—
Kt 2 should be at least equally troublesome for his opponent, even though lesding to
play on more familiar lines. At his twenty-first move Black perhaps rightly decline an
apparent brilliancy that would probably benefit him nothing. Thus: 21..., BxP; 22 K x
B, Q—B 3+; 23 Kt—K 4,—and the threatening 24 B x P+, uncovering Rook on Queen,
leaves him no time for gain. White begins to really take hold when he gets his Rook at
the seventh. But it must be said Black’s manceuvres with his Knight and Pawn about that
time are open to objection. As a consequence, White soon acquires valuable material, and
becomes all right for the ending. Finally, when the affair is reduced to Queens and Pawns,
it looks as if Black would do better to further exchange; letting his Bishop Pawn
go, that he might be rid of the dangerous one advancing on his Queen side. But, then,
White would get the Rook Pawn as well ; and the result would be beyond all question.
After this there is no more to be said, the ultimate ending being decidedly in favour of
White—difficult, no doubt, but to be won in due course.

We translate the following game from the Sackove Listy, for

December, 1900. '
GAME No. 1,973.

Centre Gambit.

WHITE. BLACK. x P Kt—O B
M. J. Vitackk. M. O. Dumas. i 8—K 3 i P—QQ3 3
1 P—K 4 1 P—K 4 5 Kt—QB3 5 B—Kz2

2 P—Q 4 2 PxP 6 B—Q 2 6 P—K By
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Castles 7 Kt—B 3
P—KR3 8 PxP
Ktx P 9 Ktx Kt
Qx Kt 10 Castles
B—Q 3 11 P—K Kt 3
P—KKtg4 12 B—B3
P—KB4 13 R—Ksq
Q-B3 14 Kt—Qs
Q—Krt 3 15 B—K 3
P—B ;s 16 BxQRP
PxP 17 PxP
P—Kt 5 18 B—R sq
Bx P 19 R—K 7
Q—R 4 20 Q—K 2
Q—R 6 2t R—K Bsq
B—Q B3

See Diagram

22 Q—K 6 ch

B—Q 2 23 QxB!!
RxQ 24 R—B 8ch
R—Q sq 25 Kt—Kt 6 ch

26

Px Kt 26 B x Kt Pmate.

Position after White’s 22nd move :—

B—Q B 3.

WHIITE (M. VITACEK),

GAME No. 1,974.

The following game was contested on November 23rd, 1goo, in the
current Tournament at the New Orleans Chess Club. We are indebted to
the local 77mes-Democrat for the score and the notes, the latter being full
of instruction to the young student of this particular opening.

Scotchh Gambit.

WHITE. . BIACK.
Mr. D. C. MELLEN. Prof. V. BRENT.
(Class 11.) (Class 1.)
1 P—K 4 1 P—K 4
2 Kt—K B3 2 Kt—QB 3
3P—Q4 3 PxP
4 B—QB4

This is the older form of a‘tack in
this opening, and while 4 Ktx P is
now and has been for a corsiderable
time past White’s favourite continua-
tion, the analysts have even yet failed
to indicate any vital objection to the

text-play.
4 Q—B3

.............. 4..., B—B 4 is emphati-
cally Black’s best response here. The
annotators of Freeborough’s Chess
Openings A. & M. remark of the
text-move, *‘4..., Q—B 3 is obsolete ;
White Castles, and shortly obtaius the
advantage.,” The object of 4..., Q—

5
6

8

B 3, which initiates a sound defence
where White plays 4 KtxP, is to
bring a double attack on the adverse
K Ktby B—Q B 4. That is impossible
in the teat-continuation, and hence we
should call 4..., Q—B 3 in this instance
a bad move; in fact, this little pasrsie
demonstrated that thesis.

Castles ! 5 B—B 4

P—K g 6 Q—Q sq
............... 6..., Q—K Kt 3 was at

least less objectionable. Of course,

he could not play 6..., Kt x P, because

of 7 KtxKt !, when if 7..., Qx Kt;

8 R—K sq !, winning ().

Kt—Kt 5 7 Kt—K R 3

Q—R ;5 8 Castles
............... Black’s game, alrcady

very consirained, is, we Lelieve, lost
beyond the peradventure by this. 8...,
KitxK P, whereafter if 9 R—K sq,



P—Q 3, &c., while far from satisfac-
tory, offers a little more resource.

9 KtxR P!
The coupe juste! As sound as it is
pretty.
9 Kx Kt
............. If, instead, 9..., R—K

sq, then 10 Kt—B 6 ch PX]\[, It
Q—Kt 6 ch, K—-Bsq; lszl\tch

K—K 2; 13 QxB P (B 3) mate.
I..., K—R sq is equally bad.
10 B—Q 3ch! 10 K—Ktsq
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1 BxKt 11 PxB .

.............. He really had little or
nothing better; but query, did Black
here miscalculate that White had only
a perpetual check ?

12 QxR P 12 R—K sq
13 B—R7ch 13 K—R sq
14 B—Ktédis.ch 14 K—Kt sq
15 Q—R 7 ch

And Black resigns.
A very neat finish indeed.

GAME No.

1,975.

Played in the Championship Toumament of the City of London

Chess Club, 6th November, 1g900.

3

Kings Gambit Declined.

Notes By R. TEICHMANN,

WHITE, BLACK.
Mr. H. W, TreENCHARD. Mr. H. Jacoss.

1 P—-K4 1 P—K 4
2 P—-K B4 2 B—B 4

............... The right way to decline
the King’s Gambit is P—Q 4. The
move adopted gives White at least an
even game, whilst the continualion
P—Q 4 seems to be in Black’s favour.

3 Kt—K B3 3 Kt—Q B3

............... This is, of course, a
blunder, which should lose the game
at once, viz., 4 Px P, Kt x P (P--Q 3,
Px P, and White should be able to
defend any attack successfully with a
Pawn ahead); § KtxKt, Q-—R 5ch;
6 P—Kt3, QxPch; 7Q—Kz2,Qx
R; 8 P--Q4 !, B—K 2 (best); 9 Kt
—B 3, followed by Q Ki—Q 2, &c.,
ultimately winning the Black Queen.

4 Kt—B 3 4 P—Q 3
5 B—Kt 5 5 B—K Kt 3
Kt—Q R 4

The proper continuation of White’s
Jast move (B—XKt 5) would be Bx Kt
ch, PxB; 7PxP, PxP; 8 Q—K 2
or P—Q 3, with a good game.

6 B—Kt 3
7 Ktx B 7 RPxKt
8 Castles - 8 Kt—K 2

9 P—B 3

The advan-e of the Q P to the
fourth seems now to be out of place,
and leaves White with weak centre
Pawns; simply P—Q 3 should have
been p'ayed, followed by P—K R 3.

9 Castles
10 P—Q 4 10 PxQP
1t PxP 11 P—B g4
12 Q—Kt 3 ch

This check does not imprr ve mat-
ters. The continuation P—K 5, P x
P; 13 Q PxP weuld still have left
White with fair prospects.

12 K—R sq
13 Bx Kt 13 KtxB
14 P—Q 5 14 PxP
15 Px Kt 15 Px Kt
16 PxKtP
PxB P, B—B =q, and if PxP,

BxP does not look promising, as
Black would have the B very stiongly

posted.
16 PxP
17 R—K sq 17 R—Q Kt sq
18 Q—Q 5 18 B—R 6
19 B—Q 2 19 Q—Q 2
20 B—B 3 20 P—B 3
21t Q—K Kts 21 QRxP
22 R—K 3 22 P—Q 4
............... Here Q—B 4 at once

would have been better; but it is
doubtful whether Black even then



.

32 THE BRITISH CHESS MAGAZINE.

would have been able to turn his
majority of Pawns to account. It
appears, in fact, that the whole com-
bination initiated with the 14th move
of Black, was faulty, and that the
following simple continuation then
would have been better: 14..., Bx
Kt; 15 Qx B (best), Px P, followed
by Ki—K 2, &c.

23 QR—Ksq 23 Q—B 4
24 RxB 24 QxR
25 R—K 7

See Diagram.

25 Drawn game.

Black cannot avoid the draw, viz.,
25..., RxR; 26 Qx R, R—Ktsq;
27 Bx P ch, RxB; 28 Q—B 8chand
Q—B 6 ch, drawing by perpetual
check.

Position after White’s 25th move :—
R—K 7.

BLACK (MR. JACOBS).

WHITE (MR. TRENCHARD).

GAME No. 1,976.

Played in “ Hobbies” 19oo Correspondence Tqurrey, between Hugh
' Doyle, of Egremont, Cumberland, and Hy. Perkins, of Manchester.

Petroff’ s Defence.

Notes vy H. DovLr.

WHITE. BLACK.
Mr. H. Perkins.  Mr. H. DoYLE.
1 P—K 4 1 P—K 4
2 Kt—K B 3 2 Kt—K B 3
3 KtxP

Steinitz preferred 3 P—Q 4.

3P—0Q3

4 Kt—K B 3 4 KtxP
5 P—Q 4 5 P--Q 4
6 B—Q 3 6 Kt—Q B 3

veu eee .Steinitzin his Modern Chess
Instructor gives 6..., B—K 2 as best,
and he goes on to say that ““as the )
P is the usual mark of White’s attack
in this form of opening, it is better to
keep the Q file open in order to provide
an additional delence and eventually a
counter attack against the adverse Q P,
which generally becomes isolated.”

7 Castles 7 B—K 2
8 P—B 4
If 8 R—K sq, Steinitz gives Kt—
Q3; 9Kt—B 3, B—=K 3; 10 Kt—K
2, Castles; 11 Kt—DB 4, Q—B sq; 12

P—B 3; but Chess Orenings, quoting
Handtuch, gives in reply 1o 8 R—K
sq, B—K Kt 5; g BxKt, PxB; 10
RxP, BxKt; 11 Qx B, KtxP.
8 B—K Kt 5

............... Black might also. play
S..., B=K 3, to which 9 R—K sq is
given by Steinitz as White’s best reply.
Kt—B 3 9 Kt—B 3

.............. If 9..., KtxKt; then
10 Px Kt, Castles (Chess Openings
give 10..., PxP; 11 B—K 4!, Q—Q
3; 12 Q—R 4, Castles; 13QxB P,
BxKt; 14 BxB, Kt—Qsq; 15 P—
Q R4); 11 R—Ktsq, R—Kt sq (if
11..., P—Q Kt 3, the answer 12 R—
K sq is still stronger, as it threatens
P x P, followed by B-—K 4); 12 R—
K sq, B—K 3 (if 12..., R—K sq, then
13PxP,QxP; 14QB—KBg, Q—
Qsq: 15P—Q 5, Kt—R4; 16 KB
-—Q Kt5+); 13 Q—B 2 +.—Steinitz,
M.C.[.  Chess Openings say the move
in the text is better than 9..., Kt x Kt,
the latter move seems needlessly to
strengthen White’s centre.  Ranken
says if 9..., BxKt, then 10 QxB,
KixQP; 11 Q—Kt4. In a game
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between Anderssen and A. Fritz, played
in the Frankfort Tourney, 1878, after
8..., Bx Kt, White continued with 10

PxB, Kt—B 3; 11 B—K 3, Kt—Q

Kis: 12 B—K2, PxP, &c. The

Chess Monthly suggested 12..., Q—Q

2 instead of the capture.

B—K 2 10 Castles

B—-K 3 11 PxP

BxP 12 B—Q 3

B—K: 13 P—K R 3
.............. A similar position occurs

in a game Judd, Sellmann, and Ware

" against Delmar, Moehle, and Gundry,

only that, in the present instance, Black
has gained a move owing to the double
retreat of the Bishop to K 2; ey, 1
P—K 4, P—K 4; 2Kt—K B3, l\t—
KB 3. _,I\tx P,P—Q 3; 4 Ki—B 3,
Ktx P} 5 P—Q4, P—Q4; 6 B—Q3,
Kt—K Is 3; 7 Castles, B—K 2; 8 P—
B4, PxP; 9 Bx P, Castles; 10 Kt—
B3, B—KKtg; 11 B=-K 3, Q Kt—
B3; 12B—K2, B—K2, P-KR3;
13Q R—Bsq, P—QR 3; 14 P--QR
, B—Q 3 (Steinitz, J/.C. 7., p. 136).

Kt—Q Kt 5

14 R—Q B sq, taking command of
the open file, is preferable.

14 P—QR 3
.............. 14..., Kt—Q 4 is cer-
tainly better.
Ktx B 15 Q x Kt
P—-KR3 16 B—K 3.
Q—Q 2 17 Kt—K 5
............... , Kt—Q 4 should

have been played Whlte dare not
sacrifice the Bishop, e.¢., 18 BxK R
RP, PxB; 19QxP, Q—Bs,&c
Q——B sq 18 B—Q4
B—K B 4 19 Q—K 3
R—K sq 20 P—K B4
See Diagram.

BxQBP

The cause of all his subsequent
troubles. If 21 B-—Q 3, then Kt—Kt
5, not Q—Kt 3, for then White
would play 22 B-—B 4, with a good

game. If21 P—Q R30r P—QKt 3,
Black might play Q—B 2.

21 Q R—B sq
Q—K B4 22 P—KKt4
Q—R 2 23 P—B g
B—K ;5 24 Kt—Q Kt 5
B—Q sq 25 Kt—B 7
B x Kt 26 RxB

27
28

29

30
3

32

33

34

3

33
R—KBsq 27 Q—Q B3
P—Q Ktz 28 Kt—B6
Q—Rsq

If 29 Kt—K sq, then Kt—K 7 ch;
30 K—R sq, R—B 8 (if 30..., P—B
6; not 31 Kt x I, for then Bx Kt ; 32
Px B, K Rx D!, but 31 P—K Kt 4);
31 Rx R (best), QxR; 32P’—K R4,
P—Kts5; 33 P—R 5, P—B 6; 34
P—Kt 3, R—B4; 35 Q—Rg4, Q—

Kt 4, &c.

29 Kt—K 7 ch
K—R 2 30 P—Kt g3
PxP

If 31 Kt—K sq, then Q—K Kt 3;
if 31 Kt—R 4, then Q—K 3, threaten-
ing Q x B, &c.

31 Q—K Kt 3
Kt—Kt sq
If 32 K—R 3, B—K 3, &c.
32 Kt—Q B 6
P—B

Bad; but has he anything better;
if 33 Q R—B sq, then Kt x P, &ec.

33 P-KRy4
Kt—R 3 34 PxP
Ktx P 35 Rx Kt
Resigns.

If 36 Bx R, thenKt--K7; 37 P—
Kt 3, Q—R 4ch; 38 K—Kt 2, Ktx B
ch and dis. ch; 39 K—Kt sq, Kt—R
6 ch: 40 QxKt, QxQ; 41 R—
B2, QxPch; 42 K—Rsq, BxPch;
43 R x B, Q—Kt 7 mate.

Position after Black’s 2oth move :—

P—K B 4.

BLACK (MR. DOYLE).

WHITE (MR. PERKINS).

A3
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GAME No.

Played in the Championship Tournament of the Clty of London

"Chess Club.
Nores BY R. TEICHMANN.
WHITE. BLACK.
Mr. H Jacoss. Mr. H. S. Barrow.
.1 P—K 4 1 P—K 4
2 P-KBgyg 2 PxP
3 B—Bg4 3 Q—R 5ch
4 K—Bsq 4 P—Q4
5 BxP 5 P—K Kt 4
6 Kt—Q B 3 6 B—Kt 2
7 Kt—B 3 7 Q—R 4
8 P—Q 4 8 Kt—K 2
9 P—_K R4 9 P-KR 3
o K—Kt sq 10 Q—Kt 3
1 B—B

So far the usual book moves have
been. played. ~White’s move at this
juncture is not new, though Q--Q 3 is
more commonly played But it seems,
anyway, that White, in this position,
has scarcely an attack sufficient to
compersate forthesomewhat precarious
position of his King, and for Black’s
strong array of Pawns on the King’s

side.

11 B—Kt g

The correct play at this

stage would be Q Kt—B 3, and if Kt—
Kt 5, Castles with a good game.

1z Kt—Kt 5
13 B—Q 3
14 P—Q B 3

in serious difficulties.

12 Kt—R 3
13 Castles Q R
14 P—Q B3

This move involves Black

K—Kt sq was

a necessary precaution at this point.

15 P—K 5

16 Kt—Q 6 ch

17 Q—Kt3

18 PxP
19 PxB
20
21 QxQ
22
23
24

15 Q—K 3
16 K—B 2
17 R—Q Kt sq

Q x () would lose at least

18 Bx Kt
19 PxP
20 BxR
21 PxQ
22 R—Kt sq
23 PxB

White has now by far the best of
the end-game, and should win with

25
26
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29
30
31
32

34

36
37

39
40

q1
42
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49

been better. -

1.977.

King’s Bishop’s Gambit.

correct play. Still it seems that on
his 22nd move he would have done
much better to play Kt—K 4, in order
to answer R—K Kt sq with Kt—B g, -
winning a Pawn and preventing the
breaking up of his Centre Pawns by
Black’s P—Q B 4.
, 24 R—K B sq

B—-Q 2 25 P—B 4
K—Kt 2

K — B 2 would apparently have

26 R—Q Kt sq
P—Kt 3 27 Kt—B 3
Kt—B 7 28 Px P
PxP 29 Ktx P
R—R sq 30 B—Kt 2
R—R 7 31 Kt—B 4
Ktx P 32 K—Q 2 :
BxP 33 R—Q Bsq
R—R 2

Very timid play, which might have
resulted in a drawn game. Kt—K 4,
followed by Kt—Q 6, would have won
for White by force.

34 B—R 3

K—R. 3 35 R—B'6
............... Here it would seem that
BxKt; 36Bx B, R—Rsqch; 37 K—

Kt 2, RxRch; 38 KxR, K—B 3,
followed by K — Q 4, would have
enabled Black to draw.

K—Kt 4 36 B—Kt 2
R—Qz2ch. 37 K—K 2
Kt—K 4 38 R—Bsq
Kt—Q 6 35 Ktx Kt

R x Kt

Now one at least of Black’s weak
Pawns must fall, and \White wins
comfortably.

40 R—B 4
RxRP 41 BxP
RxRPch 42 K—Q3
R—R6ch 43 K--Q 4
P—Kt 4 44 R—Kt 4
BxB 45 KxB
R—R 5 46 R—Q 4
K—Kt 3 47 K—Q5
R xR ch 48 PxR
P—Kt s 49 Resigns.
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GAME No. 1,978.

Played in the Championship Tournament of the City of London
Chess Club, 6th November, 1900.

Giuoco Piano.

Notes BY R. TEICHMANN.

WHITE. BLACK.
Mr. LAWRENCE.  Mr. GIRDLESTONE.
1 P—K 4 1 P—K 4
2 Kt—K B3 2z Kt—(Q B3
3 B—Bg4 3 BBy
4 P—B 3 4 Kt—K B 3
5 Castles

[l N ]

Ir
12

13
14

16

17
18

It is doubtful whether Black might
not answer this move advantageously
with5..., Ktx P; 6 P—Q) 4, P—Q 4!

5 P—Q3
P—Q 4 6 Pxp
PxP 7 B—Kt 3
P—Qs

Apparently not the best line of play;
in fact, P—Q 5 is scarcely ever good,
when the King’s Bishop has been
played to Q B 4 before. I believe
P—K R 3 is the best move in this
position, with a view to maintaining
the centre Pawns at K 4 and Q 4, in
order to hamper Black’s development.

8 Kt—K 2

............ There seems to be noreason
why Blacx should not have played Kt—
K 4, threatening B—K Kt 5. The
exchange of Knights would have Leen
in Black’s favour.

Kt—B 3 9 B—K Kt 3
P—K K3 10 BxKt
............... Considering that Black

had not Castled yet, he could well
afford to retire his Bishop to R 4, as it
would have been very risky for White
1o follow up with P_K Kt 4.

QxB 11 Kt—Kt 3

12 K—B sq
.............. ‘There was no objection

to Kt—Q 2. followed by Castles, and
eventually P—K B 4.

K—R sq 13 P-K R4
B—K Kts5 14 Kt—K 4
Q—Bs 13 Q—Bsq
B x Kt 16 UxQ
BxPch 17 KxB
PxQ

The game now appears to be nearly
even, and should result in a draw with
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21
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27
28
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fairly correct play. White could not
expect to derive much benefit from the
extra Pawn on the King’s side, con-
sidering that there was no forcible way
of undoubling the Bishop’s Pawns.

18 K—B 3
QR—Ksq 19 P—QR 3
P—KB4 20 Kt—K Kt
Kt—K 4 ch 21 K—Kt 2
B—R 4 22 B—Q 5

e, Obviously a lost move ;

R—R 3 at once was indicated.
R—Bsq 23 B—Kt 3
R—Q B3 24 R—R 3
R—-KKt3 23 QR—K Ktsq
P—B6ch 26 K—Rsq .
Kt—Kt 5 27 RxP
R(Kt3—KB328 Kt—K 6
R—K sq 29 Kt—B 4
P—K Kt3 30 P—Rg
P—Kt 4 31 Kt—Q 5
R(B3)—Bsq32 B—R 4
R—K 8 33 RxR
Bx R 34 Kt—K 7
R—B 2 35 Kt—Kt 6 ch

............... Ktx P was not feasible
on account of Kt—K 4.

K—K 2 36 K—Kt 2
P—B g 37 B—Kt 3
R—B3 38 B—0Q s
P—Kt 3 39 K—B sq
B—Q7 40 R—R 3
R—Q 3 41 B—B 3
............. --The Bishop should have

been played to K 4 instead, followed
if necessary by P--K B 3.

Kt—B 3 42 R—R sq
R—K 3 43 K—Kt 2
P—Kt 5 44 BxP

............. The piece, of course,
means the game. But there was no
excape; if B—Q sq, P—B 6 ch, K—
Kt 3, Ktx P ch, and must win.

45 Ktx B~ 45 R—Q sq
40 B—K 6 46 K—B 3
7 KtxP

And White won eventually. A 3a
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All communications respecting problems must be addressed to Mr.
B. G. Laws, 21, Nelson Road, Stroud Green, London, N

T .is with peculiar pleasure in presenting the first instalment of
the Problem Department of this magazine for the New Year and
the New Century that we tender our readers all good wishes for

, the coming year; we would go further and extend them to the

century, but we know full well none of us are destined to share the
pleasures and ills of those who will be subscribers to the 2.C.J7. which
assuredly will be issued in the twenty-first century. Anyhow we hope all
who have countenanced and helped to support the B.C.A7. will live long
and healthy lives to appreciate and satisfy their heart’s desire in the chess
sphere, and enjoy the monthly offerings to Caissa we are enabled to furnish.
We take this opportunity of thanking all our contributors and corres-
" pondents who have assisted us in our work. which help and encouragement
has allowed us to keep up the standard which has been established. May we
ask a continuance of favours in order that a maintenance shall be secured ?
At the request of several readers we this month devote a little space to
Answers to Correspondents. We have come to the conclusion that this
will be welcome, as it will enable us to point out to solvers ‘where they
have gone wrong in their attempted solutions, and it may be a medium of
discussing and explaining small' questions which may be of general interest.

53
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ALL-IN SoLuTIiON. TOURNEv.—Score Table :—

oud Old T H A Y 2 3 v 3 Dec Sui-mate
Score. Score. WOl R w2 2w Totals. Tourney
(See Dec.) (Suis.) Totals.
§‘¢ East Marden ” Cancelled 46 ... 3 3 3-2 2 3 3 4 ... 19 ... 53
TA. C. White ... ..307 ...46 ... 3 3 3 3 2 3 3 4..330..58
+Chas. Johnston . vee 112 w0 §7 ..
tW. H. Thompson ... e 43 ...60.... 3 3 3 3 2 6 3 8.. 74..72
**C. S. Earle ... e 342 ... 45 ... 3 33 2 3 3 4..363...54
1+ Beta” . 0226 .24 ... 3 3 3-2 2 6 3 4 ...248 ... 31
+E. W. Rrook... . e 3 33 2 3 3 . 17 ... O
+1¢*Gibson ” ... . 241 .. 87 ... 3 3 3 3 2 3 3 4 ..265...69
1J. J. O’Hanlon . 187 .57 ... 3 3 3 3 2 6 3 4 ..214 .. 69
+P. L. Osborn ... o200 .87 .. 3 3 3 3 2 6 3 8..242 ..69
+R. M. Peake... . ... 188 ... 45 ... 3 2 6 3 4. 106 ..48
17. D. Tucker ... e 315 ... 20 ... 3-2 2 3 3 4..328...30
*¢W.C.D.” .. e 49 .39 . 3°3 3 3 2 3 3 4 e 73 ...51
*Capt. G. A. Forde ... e 277 ol 17 w3 -2 2 3 3 ... 286 ... 18
*1. Y. Fullerton vee 67 i 45 ... 32 3-2 2 3 3 4 ... 81 ..47
*J. J. Jones .. . .. 126 ... 45... 3 3 3 3 2 6 3 4 ..1583 .. 57
*E. E. Westbury <374 .43 .« 3 3 3 3 2 6 3 4 ..40I ... 5§
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“D.C.T.” .- .. 247 . 84 ... 3 3 3 3 2 6 3 4..274 .66
A. Baker e 124 ... 36 ... 3 3 3 2 3 3 4 ..145 ... 45
1. S. Brandreth . 161 .. 4 .. 3 3 .. 167 ... 4
G. H. C. .. 138 ... 38 ... 3 3 2 6 3 4 ..159 ... 44
¢* Ciga.o Nicotini” ... .. 9. 6. 2 3 3-2.. 15.. 6
.D. ... e 177 . 37 . 3 -2 2 3 3 4.. 90 ...38
A.J. Head . 87 .21 3 3 2 3 3 . 10I ... 27
Eugéne Henry ... SRS [e I 2 3 3 .. 18 ..
F. Kent... e 300 . 3 .. -2 =2 2 3 3 4 ..308 .. -1
Miss V. Helen Macmeikan ... 50 ... 9 ..
J. K. Macmeikan vt 310 o 6 . '
- J. M. Malcolm... e 57 e 7
‘¢ Selbats .. 166 ... 39 ... 3 332 3 3 4..187 .48
G. A. Thomas ... . 48 ... 48 ... 3 -2 3 -2 e 50 ... 50
“K. W.” e 245 ... 24 ...
G. Woodcock ... 370 ...48 ... 3 3 3 3 2 3 3 4..39 .. 60
* Previous winners. t+ Twice winners. +t+ Winner three times.
** Winners four times. + Winners five times.

§ Winner seven times.

Additional solutians of No. 1553-4 and 5 received from G. P. Devey.

We have to give C. S. Earle credit for problems No. 1537 to 1548
inclusively—one solution to each problem, making 37 points. This is
added to his score shown in our November and December impressions.

We have entered Eugene Henry’s name to the table, and have started
him with ten points for solutions acknowledged last' month.

We find we accidentally gave W. H. Thompson 3 points for No. 1545
which is a 2-er, one point must come off his score given in December.

We omitted to notice the second solution given by A. C. White of
problem No. 1535 ; he is entitled to an addition of 3 to his All-in score, as
also in the Sui-mate Tourney.

E. E. Westbury scales the wall on this occasion into the arena of prize
winners, and becomes a member of the single star order.

Facrs AND TRIFLES.—From a letter received some months back from
Mr. G. E. Carpenter we gathered that it was his intention of publishing a
collection of his own compositions, but we were not satisfied that the informa-
tion was for publication. It will be welcome news to many of Mr. Carpenter’s
admirers, whose name ‘‘is legion,” that arrangements have been made with
M. Preti, of Paris, for the publication of the work. A collection of Mr. Carpen-
ter’s problems in three volumes was.published some years ago by we believe
the late Professor Brownson, but it is almost unknown in this country. It
was not however an artistic production from a printers’ art point of view.

We are pleased to observe that Mr. G. Heathcote has distinguished
himself as a solver by winning first prize in a recently concluded Tourney
in the Leisure Hour, together with a contributor to our problem department,
the Rev. Roger J. Wright, and A. Watson. We trust this will be an
encouragement or inducement to Mr. Heathcote to resume with vigour the
art in which he excels—Composition. We were quite aware his abilities as
a solver were much above the average, and consequently are not surprised
at his success, and we wish him further successes both as a solver and
composer. Mr. Wright is well-known to our readers as a clever solver, and
we hope shortly to give specimens of his work as a composer. ‘
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To those of ‘our readers who were interested in Mr. Carpenter’s articles
on the N. Queens’ Problem may like to see a puzzle which is presented

with the Christmas fare of the Zeeds Mercury.

of this standard chess column.

By JamEs WHITE, LEEDs.
BLACK. '

WHITE.
Move each Queen legitimately but once only,
the resulting position to be such that the
number of squares not commanded by the

It is by the popular editor

The composer of the annexed
problem was one of those who took
much interest in the articles which
appeared in the A.C. £ from
February to October of 19oo0.
The position set up is one merely
to 1llustrate the deduction arrived at
from the perusal of the articles
referred to, and is one of the ninety
odd arrangements which the problem
is capable of. The idea is to produce
a negative result, for all the results
hitherto recorded are those which
show how, on a chessboard, the eight
Queens can be placed so that every
square of the board is under the
command of at least one of the
Queens, and yet the Queens must
not be en prisz one of another.
Now, the problem to be worked

Queen shall be a maximum. from the above is, how to produce a
position in which the greatest possible number of squares is uncommanded.

Referring to “ Christmas Chess.,” we might mention that we should
liked to have given a few examples of eccentric problems or puzzles, which
are not only tolerated but received with a measure of interest at this season
of the year, but we did not appeal to friends for contributions of this
character, and after making up our Department last month we found it
impossible to spare the space for the few specimens we had the call of—
perhaps some of our readers will thank us!

From the Western Morning News chess column, which by the way
cateres in a very painstaking way for Devonian chess players, we take the
following astonishing rule in problem construction. A solver of this paper
in criticising a two-move problem writes: “There is a canon of construction
—especially for two-movers—that there should not be two squares upon
which any piece could have been equally placed.” We are always ready
and anxious to learn wrinkles in problem construction, but this apparent
dictum is a surprise. It means this, that very very few compositions, even
of the first masters, are perfect tested by this peculiar *‘canon.” It
seems to us if such a feature were considered as essential or even a
desideratum it would have a tendency of making problems more mechanical
contrivances than they are at present, *“ especially two-movers.” Composers
frequently find their genius restrained from flights of poetic fancy by severe
and stringent requirements of the problem art, and it would be very hard




Lew

THE BRITISH CHESS MAGAZINE. 49 .

on them to limit still more the scope of their imagination and exercise of
their talents. We can see no grounds whatever for suggesting that a problem
can be considered in the least superior to another because in the one case
no piece on the board could be differently located, and in the other say a
Bishop could stand on either one or more squares with the same effective
result. We hope the readers of the IV.M./V. will not take their critic
seriously, or it may act as a deterrent to a few would-be composers.

Why we should be expected to be a prophet of the future standard of
the problem art we know not. A subscriber is apparently more than usually
inquisitive, since, not only does he require to know how many problem
tourneys. we propose to give during the Twentieth Century, but the style of
problem which will be in vogue at its close. For the present and immediate
future we shall jog along with little concern at what may happen in a
hundred years hence, and it is not likely that we shall leave any *‘copy” by
way of legacy which will be useful at the call of half time. However, it
may be appropriate to foreshadow the future problem at this period in the
history of composition, and for the purpose we draw upon the imagination
of Dr. C. Planck. It the Chess Problem Text Book, the writer describes an
ideal four-mover. That such a work is ever likely to be produced does not
need any comment from us, but it is an ideal which some day may be
approached :—** Our perfect four-mover in modern style contains a very
quiet but totally unexpected key-move, threatening mate in the full four
-moves, and leading to eight perfectly distinct and equally beautiful branches,
at least half of which again break up into three or four different continua-
tions on the penultimate ; and every mate (and there are upwards of twenty)
is pure, and several also mirrors ; the initial position is elegant and natural,
captures and checks are conspicuous by their absence, economy is carried
to its utmost limit, every piece is necessary in every variation ; in addition .
there is no inaccuracy whatever—not a vestige of a dual to the apparently
most ineffectual defence—no doubled Pawns, no repetition of moves, no
short mates ; the whole spotless, perfect, without a blemish. It is needless
to point out that such a position exists only in the composer’s wildest
dreams ; it is beyond the power of any to produce such a masterpiece.”

“THE HampPsTEAD AND IIIGHGATE EXPRESS” has just completed a
Two-Move Problem Tourney. The following is the award by Dr. C. Planck.
Godfrey Heathcote, first and second prizes, for problems ‘ Gipsy” and
*“Ladas.” Geo. J. Slater, third and fourth, for “ Bit of fashion” and
“ Frivolity.” C. Vincent Berry and H. Greenwell, fifth and sixth ex @guo,
for *“ Gazelle” and *“ Better late than.never.” Hon. mention to P. H.
Williams, for “ Siegfried ”; A. F. Mackenzie, for “Silver Sprays”; and P.
F. Blake, for ¢ Falstaff.” Messrs. E. J. Winter-Wood, W. A, Clark, and
A. C. Challenger acted as preliminary judges. This is the third com-
petition which the editor of this chess column has completed, and it gives
us great pleasure in saying that it has been a great success both as
regards number of entries and their quality. As to merit, the prize and
honourably mentioned problems are really capital two-movers. We under-
stand that Dr. Planck remarked that the nine problems which we reproduce
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for the delectation of our problemists are most of them distinctly meri-

torious, which is genuine praise, as Dr. Planck requires something’ rather
special in two-movers before he is pleased.

By GODFREY HEATHCOTE, MANCHESTER.
FIrRsT AND SECOND PRIZES.

BLACK. BLACK.
WHITE. WHITE.
Mate in two. Mate in two.

Third prize, by G. J. Slater, Bolton.—4 kt 3 /8 /3kt1pK 1/3k
4/Q3R1Kt1j4B3/2P5/8/ Matein two.

Fourth prize, by G. J. Slater—1 QK s /1 P1P1Ktp1/1pp3

qi/prk3rb/R1B3pr/1P4P1r/1KtrtR1Pz2/Bj7/Mate
n two.

Fifth and sixth prizes (ex @guo), by C. Vincent Berry—2 Q 5/ Kt 7/
P7/r2P2R1/3k2pK/4p3/b2Ktg/1B4B1/ Mateintwo.
By H. Greenwell—B 7 /1 kt2rRp1/ktKi1Pz2P1/2p1tb2R/
2prkipir/2Ps5/5P2/30Q Kt3z/ Matein two.

Hon. men., by P. H. Williams, Londor.—1 b1 Kt4 /p Ktk 2p 2/
1q6/B4BR1/1Pr5s/4Rkt2/1Q 3K 2/8/ Matein two.

Hon. men., by A. F. Mackenzie, Jamaica.—6 B1/pp Bt R1KtQ/
8/1p2Ktzg/rtPrkzpr/Rrkig/1kt6/5Kz2/ Mate in two.

Hon. men., by P. F. Blake, Manchester—1kt3 B2 /r4Bp1/1
pP1R3/3krktrKt/1Prpp3/3RP1b1r/b1Qg4p/ 3Kt
3 K/ Mate in two. :

SOLUTIONS AND CRITICISMS.

By Max Feigl (p. 471).—1 Q—Kt sq, &c.—The construction of this position is very
similar 10 several others by composers who aim at purity in 2-ers. There is however in
this case the feature, which we believe tq be unique, of White giving five absolutely pure
mates, each one being quite economical. This achievement is effected it is true at the
cost of the key, since 1 Q—Kt sq is a give and take move which~ir.1 a two-mover is
generally weak. Solved by R. M. Peake, H. S. Brandreth, A. C. White. )

By ““ Economy.”—1 Kt—Q 6, &c. We do not know the extcnl_whlch the judges
will consider this an original composition. It certainly looks as if the author had

B




YIS o
N S i

'

THE BRITISH CHESS MAGAZINE. : 41

endeavoured to improve upon Mr. Heathcote’s Leisure Hour two-mover by making two
of the mates clean, namely I..., Kt xR, and Q x R. There is however a dual after 1..
Q—Kt 3, and this leads us to suppose that Mr. Heathcote «aw the arrangement with the
White Queen, but gave way to the setting as entered in competiiion, since with a dual
present he doubtless felt a composition however fine stood the risk of being set back on
account of such a l»lemx».h Solved by R. M. Peake, H. S, Brandreth, A. C. White.

- By ‘“Economist” (p. 471).—1 K—B5, K—Q4; 2 Q—Bsq, &e. If 1., K—
Q6; 2R—R 4, &c. If1...,, K--B4; 2 K—K 4, &c. Of course this is very pretty,
but we shall expect to see the pusition disqualified in view of the circumstance we have
already mentioned. Solved by R M. Peake, A. C. White.

By S. S. Blackburne (p. 471).—1 Q—Kt 5, &c. We have already dealt with thls
composition in its prize-winning form. No doubt the composer was well advised in
entering his position free from the triple from motives of policy, but the remedy is a
drastic one, and it is questionable from an artistic standpoint whether the artificial
additions were'justified. As printed there is a simple cook by 1 R—R 3ch. It is
evident the White Pawn which stands at Q R 2 in the prize version is wanred in this
setting, and its omission is clearly an oversight. Solved by R. M. Peake, H. S. Brandreth,
A, C. White (both solutions).

By J. G. Campbell (p. 473).—1 K—Kt4, K—B5; 2 Q—R 2,1 &c. Considering
that this was the pioneer of positions embodying this pretty piece of play, and was
composed many years ago, it is creditable, as were all the late Mr. Campbell’s problems.
Solved by R. M. Peake, A. C. White. .

By Dr. Rohr (p. 473).—1 Q—K R K—B6; 2Q—Rsq, &. If1.,K~Bg;
2Q—Q8, &e. Ifr..., K—Kt4; 2 B—Q4, &c. This is Campbell’s 'little three-er
amplified. The key move is a little weak, and has this curious feature that though it
threatens mate on the move there are no short mates. Solved by R. M. Peake, A. C. White.

By Otto Fus (p. 473) —IQ—R7, RxKt; 2 Kt—B6ch, &. Ifr1.., KxR; 2
Q—B7ch, &e. If 1..., P—K'6; 2 P—Q 4 ch, &c. If 1. R—Qz zQ—-l\ sq ch,
&c.  This is in one reSpect better than the problem whlch follows, in the fact
that the key move does not threaten immediate mate. There is, however, very little
to interest the solver beyond the first line of play. Solved by R. M. Pcal\e A. C. White.

By B.G.L. (p. 473).—1 Kt (R 7)—B 6, Rx Kt; 2 Kt—K 5ch, &c. If1..., BxR;
2Q—-R7ch, &. Ifr.., KxR;20Q—RS8ch, &e. If 1...,, R—Q4; 2 R—Q 8 ch,
&c.  There the veakness lies principally in the key move, as it is rather a forcible one ;
still there is in addition to the mainplay a decent mate following the defence of 1.., B x
R. Solved by R. M. Peake, A. C. White.

By ¢“ Anonymous,” Munchen (p. 474).—1 Kt—Q 5, Bx Kt (Q 5); 2 K—Kt 4, &c.
If 1..., BxKt (Q7); 2 Q—K sq, &. If 1...,, P—Kt4; 2 Kt—Ktgch, &. Ifr..,
K—K 5; 2Q—K 3ch, &. If 1..., any other; 2 Ktx P ch, &. The echo mate is
prettily brought about, and there are other points of interest in the problem. Itis cer-
tainly an improvement on the position which follows. Solved by R. M. Peake, H. S.
Brandreth, A. C. White.

By B. G L. (p. 474).—We omitted to give the third rank counting from top of the
board (White’s 6th rank), which should read ¢“8.” 1 Kt—Kt 6, BxKt; 2 K—Kt 3, &c.
If 1..., KxKt; 2 Q—Kt2, &c. If 1..., B—Kt sq; 2-Kt (Kt 6)—Q 5, &c. It 1..
P—Kt 7; 2Q—B 2ch, &c. This position is not quite identical with the above, but the
idea is similar. The key move is not pomted and this vemark applies to both problems.

Bv Max Feigl (p. 474).—1 Q R sq, P—R7; 2Q—Rsq, &. If 1..., P—B 3:
2 B—Kt8ch, &c. If1..., K—B 2 Q—Kg4ch, & Ifr.., K—Q3:2Q—Qs5s
ch, &c. If 1. Rmoves, 2 C_—l\ or Q—Q 5ch. acc., &c. A genuinely clever
problem. The qulct move is capital, blendcd as it is with two brmht sacrifices of the
Queen.  Solved by R. M. Peake, J. . Jones, A. C. White.

No. 1549 (*“ Arretons-nous ici”).—1 R--K Rsq, B—R 3 (best), 2 Kt (R 3)—Kt
sq, P—Kt 5[If 2..., B—Kt 2 or Bsq; 3 Q—Kt 4 ch or Q 4 ch accordingly, &c.]; 3
Q—B sq ch, &c.

No. 1550 (*“ To be or not to be”’).—1 B—R 4, Kt—Kt 3: 2 R—B 4ch, KxRor
KtxR; 3 RxPch,or Q—K 6ch, & If 1..., B—R7; 2 R—K 5¢ch, BxR or K—
Bs5; 3 RxPch, & If1...,others; 2 R—K 50r B4acc, followed by 3 Kt x Por R x
P as the case may be. There are dual continuations.

No. 1551 (*“ As you like it ’).—1 Q—Kt 3, KtxQ; 2 Kt--B 5 ch, Kt x Kt; 3 B—
Kt7ch, &c. If1..,QxP; 2Q--B4ch, Q—K 5ch; 3Q— I\SCh,&C Ifr..,Bx
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P; 2 Kt—B 6 ch, K—K 5; 3 R—B4ch, &. If1..., any other; 2 Kt—Kt 5ch, Ror
QxKt; 3 Q—K 5ch, &c. '

No. 1552 (** Noch nie da”).—1 B—K §, RxB; 2 KtxB, R (K 4) moves; 3Rs,
Kts, or Ps capture Rook according to its position, &c. If 1..., BxB; 2 KtxR{ 3 B
moves, Rs or Kts x B accordingly, &ec. Ifr..., B—B6; 2Bx B, Rx B or others; 3 Bx
either R accordingly, &c. If 1..., R—Q B5; 2BxB, R—B6; 3 RxR, &c. If1..,
R moves elsewhere’; 2 Bx ¥, Rx B [If 2..., others; 3 BxR ch, &c.]; 3 KtxR, &ec.
Mr. W. H. Thompson wants to know why the author did not use a White Pawn in lieu

BLACK. of Queen. '

No. 1553, by E. E. Westbury.—1 Q—

Q 7, &c. An idea very cleverly thought

oui, with snme refreshing features. The

author has since his problem was in print
discovered that he missed the opportunity

of putting an artistic touch to the position

in the way of a clean mate. The annex=d

position is the setting with the improvement.

No. 1554, by W. H. Gundry.—This

problem has two solutions. 1 P—R 5, K—

Ktg4; 2 Kt—B 5, &c. If 1...,, K—K 2;

2 Kt—K 6, &c. Ifr..., K—B2; 2 K—

K 5, &c.,—and 1 Q—B 8 ch, K—Kt 3;

2 Kt—B 5, %c

No. 1555, by J. Jespersen.—1 B—Kt

7, P—B7; 2 B—Rsq, &e. If 1., Kx

R; 2B—B4, &c. If 1., P—Kt 6; 2

BxP, & Ifr.., K—Bg4; 2 B—B §

ch, &c. If 1., Kt—B2; 2 Kt—B 6 ch,

WHITE. &c. A problem with acceptable variety,
Mate in two. and with a decided point., The key move

lies clearly with the Bishop, but the question of the stopping station is a neat one.

No. 1556, by F. E. Purchas.—Unfortunately this tricky liule problem has two
snlutions. The cook can he easily shut out.  Author’s solution 1 B—Kt 8 (becoming B),
Kt—B6ch; 2PxKt, KxR; 3B (Kt8—B4 dis. ch, & Cook: 1 B—K 7, K—
K 3; 2 R—R 5, K—Q 2; 3 P Queens, &e.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

. We should be much obliged if correspondents would kindly observe the notice at the
head of the Problem Department, and address all communications concerned with problems
in accordance with the directions given. Delay is caused by sending letters to Leeds.

¢ SEL.BATs.”—Thanks for pointing out error, which we have corrected.

H.S.B. —Solutions should be received by us on or before the 10th of the month
following publication ; e.g., solutiohs to problems appearing in this issue should reach us
at latest on the 10th February. i

J.Y.F.—In problem No. 1549, after 1 R—Ktsq or K Bsg, B—R 3: 2 Kt—K sq,
B—Bsqor P—Kt 5. and try something else! In 1552, if, 1 KtxR, B—B6; 2
B—B 4, B—K 4! Thisis a very deceptive try, and nearly upset the majority of our
solvers according to their own admission, and succeeded in several cases as the score table
testifies. :

Capt. FORDE.—In 1551, after 1 Q—Kt 5, QxP; 2 Ki—Kt 5 ch, try K—K 5. It
is true you sent in currect key to No. 1543, but as you went astray in the after-play we
could hardly give you credit for mastering the strategem, since obviously you failed to
discover the author’s design.

>~ F.K.—Keep your eye on the White Rook in 1549.

G.A.F., J D.T.,, T.D.. “E.M.,” and BETA.—See answer to J.Y.F. regarding 1552.

A.C.W.—The White Bishop in No. 1552 is clearly a promoted Pawn. We find you
are quite correct respecting No. 1535.

W.A.S.—Send along that solution if you please, and we will gladly publish. Thanks
for favours. Will write you shortly.
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PROBLEMS.
“B. C. M.” SUI-MATE TOURNEY.
No. 15609. No. 1570.
Motto: “ Ad nova fert animus.” Motto: “Time is money.”
(T. P. No. 23.) (T. P. No. 26.)
BLACK. BLACK.
WHITE. WHITE.

White compels Black to mate in
thrce moves.

White compels Black to mate
in three moves.

No. 1571.
Motto : “ Delta.”

(T. P. No. 27.)
BLACK.

White compels Black to mate in
three moves.

No. 1572.
Motto: “Salve!”
(T. P. No. 28.)

BLACK.

White compels Black to mate in
three moves.

43
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PROBLEMS. ,
No. 1573. , No. 1574.
By GEo. J. SLATER, By W. A. CLaRrkK,
Bolton. Molessey.
BLACK. BLACK.
WHITE. WHITE.

White mates in two moves.

White mates in two moves.

No. 1575.

By G. H. CLuTsawm,
London.

BLACK.

WHIE,
White mates in three moves.

No. 1576.

By B. G. Laws,
London.

BLACK.

WHITE.
White mates in three moves.
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T is with profound grief and sorrow that we record the death of

Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen, who w_aS summoned to

eternal peace at half-past six o’clock on Tuesday evening, January

22nd.  Queen Mother of her people, ever mindful of their welfare, -

sharing their joys and sorrows, her influence will ‘remain a- glorious

tradition for the guidance of future British Sovereigns.. She was loved

because she loved. She was honoilred because ‘she ruled by love and

justice. Her influence for good was s0 wide and powerful that all

British subjects should be devoutly thankful that she reigned for so

many years. The whole World respected hér - noble example, now

consecrated by memories which will cling to her name through the
future history of our Nation.

¢¢ Ask ye what was the power that gave to a heart so feeble, a soul so brave!
A spirit so strong to a form so frail.
Ask ye?
Oh tame must ye be and cold, to whom such secrets need be told.
Would ye the source of her strength explore ?
She was'a Mother—it: needs no more.”
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SOME ADVICE TO A YOUNG PLAYER.

that you have some aptitude for the game, and that you have a
- moderate ambition to become a strong player.

== You will probably have defeated your friends and relations

over the domestic board, and wishing for a wider range for your abilities,

have joined a chess club. As you desire excellence this is a good move,

you will make a greater advance with a month’s ‘practice with your varied

opponents than during a year of ordinary drawing room chess. Limited

intercourse usually means limited ideas ; I knew two men who played solely

with each other for twenty years, and neither could conceive of any opening
outside a sort of Giuoco Piano.

“The first apple from the Tree of Knowledge is the knowledge of
Ignorance,” and you will find the club a fruitful orchard. It is when you
have digested that none too palatable fruit, that you may be in the best
mood to consider the counsel I, an old stager, would offer you.

You will early notice among your clubmates a numerous class of
players whose styles of, conducting their games have a curious family
likeness. Having the move they play but one opening, generally the Ruy
L.opez or the Queen’s Pawn Game, and as second players they rely on the
Sicilian or French Defence. There is little variety in their games, and you
may play a score times with them and not detect in any of their moves a
symptom of speculation or imagination. Crafty in little, dodges to win a
Pawn, their great aim is to secure four Pawns against three on the Queen’s
side for the end-game, and then, as it were, to suspend #4abeas corzus and
to clear off any pieces that thercafter may assemble together.

But chiefly you may know players of this type by their extreme
aversion to sacrifice piece or Pawn for any possible positional advantage,
and by the fact that under no pretence can they be induced to accept
a gambit, Their games with each other are long dreary affairs, frequently
ending in draws, and with many blocked Pawn positions, as every adjudica-
tor knows to his sorrow. This, with slight variations, is the style which at
the present time is deliberately adopted by two-thirds of the club amateurs
of this country—1I leave players of the first class out of the question.

With the great Masters, in international tournaments, the winning or
the losing of each game is a serious matter, involving it may be in some
cases, a palpable alteration of the year's income. It is not therefore
surprising that the risks attending on what I may call forward play
should be feared by one who has so much at stake, and that he
should decline committing himself to any attack in which his exami-
nation finds the slightest weak spot; judging that his opponent has
the skill also to detect the unsoundness. Hence he choses to play a safer
game, and thus is on account of his very profundity, often dull; and the
average amateur attempting to imitate the Master succeeds in excelling
him,—that i$ in the matter of dulness.

Now to you who play chess fur enjoyment, and in a secondary degree
for improvement, I would say,—Avoid the pottering sort of play I have
tried to describe, this game of over-cautious defence and timorous attack.

E WILL assume that you are young, comparatively inexperienced,
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From the first try to aim at something a little more risky and a great deal
more vigorous.

I am well aware that individual temperament has great influence upon
style in chess as in most other things, but I contend that one-half of the
British amateurs who have deliberately enlisted in the “ Heavy Brigade”
have taken that step, not from any personal inclination thereto, but from a
notion that in doing this they are putting on the accoutrements of what
they conceive to be “ modern chess.”

A long and varied experience of chess clubs has convinced me that
the young player who forms a free game, who varies his openings, who is
not afraid to give up material force for the sake of positional advantage, and
who even when opposing a player of superior skill, will offer and accept
gambits, is the one who passes upward from class to class most rapidly.

It is true that in the acquirement of the power of effective attack you
may lose many games, but every failure will teach a lesson far more distinct
and impressive than can be learned from the heavy, or gradual wearing
down system. Nothing will more conduce to your improvement than practice
with opponents of superior force. There are complaints in many chess clubs
that the stronger players are somewhat averse to giving the benefit of their
skill to their much weaker brethren. This may be so, and indeed there is
little to induce an expert to spend his time with a slow and over cautious
tyro, but I am quite sure that the youngster with boldness and some
ingenuity in his play will make h1maelf a not unattractive opponent to the
proficients of his club.

It is necessary that you should devote some time to the study of the
openings of course, how much one cannot say, as so much depends on the
quickness of acquisition and the retentiveness of memory. In any case
do not let theory smother your own originality ; the pleasures of memory
are many and great, but surely one of the smallest of them is to win a

game at chess on a purely “ book ” variation.

Play over games of the great Masters of the game, but for the present
give your preference to those of the more brilliant sort; the published
games of Anderssen and Morphy are more to the purpose than all the
games of the continental tournaments.

Although I have advised you to frequently adopt the bolder gambits,
I would impress upon you that the spirited habit of play does not neces-
sarily imply the use of those or indeed any special forms of opening. As
you progress you may come to the opinion that gambits are too much to
the advantage of the man extremely learned in the wisdom of the books,
and you will probably use them more sparingly. At the same time, during
your noviciate you will find they will develop in you the right style of chess.

I shall next month give you a few practical hints, founded on experience,
for your advancement. In the meantime you may rely on it that two
results from the practice of the chess I commend will be,—first, that if you
have the makings of a fine player in you, you will reach your full strength
sooner ; and second, that your chess will be a more enjoyable affair both to
yourself and others ; and above all bear in mind that **modern chess” in a
tyro is not the same thing as **modern chess” in a Master, and that dulness
and depth are not synonymous. F.P.W,

(7o be continued.)
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AN ENGLISH COLLECTION OF PROBLEMS OF THE
FIFTEENTH CENTURY.

(UDGED by modern standards the manuscript which I am about _

to describe does not perhaps contain any problem of much
3 excellence, but if it be judged by the standards of problem

composition that were most approved in Christian Europe at the
time of its compilation, it will rank high. It is a noteworthy fact that
although the number of manuscripts belonging to what is known as the
Anglo-Norman collection of problems is smaller than that of either of the
great Continental collections, the chess is as a whole of a higher class, and -
more in accordance with what we consider now to be the true spirit of the
game. The Anglo-Norman collection is the English collection par
excellence, and, as I believe, is an English compilation; no other collec-
tion appears to have disputed the position in England, the ZBonus
Socius group are represented by one MS. in a private library (the
Fountaine MS.), and one MS. in the - British Museum, and the
Civis Bononiz by a single MS. in the British. Museum. We can
look back, therefore, with some natural pride to our predecessors when we
recognise that they were more deeply imbued with a true perception of the
science of the game than obtained anywhere else in Christendom. Whether
this is due to a separate Arabic influence upon English chess, as has been
suggested by Mr. J. G. White, of Cleveland, U.S.A.—which may also
perhaps be traced to some extent in French chess—is difficult to decide,
but in the immense Angevin dominions in the South of France, in the
royal marriages with Spanish and Provence princesses, we may see the
possible channel for such an influence. The study of the problem in England,
and the compilation of the earliest Anglo-Norman manuscripts date appat-
ently from the reign of Edward 1., whose first wife was a Castilian princess,
and it was in the early years of his reign that the celebrated Spanish treatise
on chess was written at the instance of King Alfonso the Wise of Castile.
An excellent proof of the popularity of the problem in England in the
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries can be adduced from the history of the
word _Jeopardy. Jeopardy has taken its place thoroughly in the language,
and few people when they use it realise that they owe the word to chess.
But Jeopardy was in its first appearance a purely technical chess term, and
the recognised—and only—name for the chess problem - [The term
¢problem’ is quite modern, and dates, I believe, from Lewis; Sarratt used -
the older ‘situation’]. From the Arabic custom of placing the winning
King under threat of an obvious and immediate mate, generally at the
hands of two Rooks, has grown the modern meanings of the word. The
word—in Old French giu parti, Old Spanish juego di partido, and Catalan
joch partit—is simply the Latin jocus partitus, ‘An arranged game or
position.” In its technical sense it is used by Chaucer in his Dethe of the
Duchesse :—

‘“ But God wolde I had ones or twyes
Ykond and knowe the Ieupardyes
That coude the Grek Pithagores!

I shulde have playd the bet at ches.”
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And by Lydgate in his translation of Guido Columna’s History of
the Siege of Troy. I quote from the MS. in the Bodleian:—

¢¢ Though that a man studyed all his lyue
He shall ay fynde dyuerse fantasyes
Off wardes makynge and newe Iupartyes.”

During a recent visit to Oxford, I took the opportunity of going
carefully through the different catalogues of the various manuscript collec-
tions in the Bodleian Library, and besides other chess MSS. of interest. I
was surprised to discover that the library possessed one of the two known
problem collections which are written in English, because from an erroneous
reference in v. d. Lasa’s Forschungen, I had understood that the MS. was
in the British Museum. The collection of 41 problems occupies leaves 3
to 23 of a small dumpy parchment volume (Cod. Ashmole 344), which
contains manuscript works on a variety of subjects, notably a Latin treatise,
with many diagrams, on the old game of Rhythmomachy. The problem
collection opens the volume, and is written in a good. clear handwriting of
the latter half of the fifteenth century. Each problem with its solution
occupies a single page and is surrounded by a plain ruled border in red ink.
The compiler has secured uniformity and accuracy in his diagrams by
pricking through the extremities of each line with a pin. The lines are
ruled in red ink, and the squares are all plain. The names of the pieces
are written generally in full on the squares, the white men in red ink, the
black men in black. The solutions are explained with the-help of letters
placed upon the squares in the diagrams. The collection is obviously a
copy or more probably an extract from another work, for some of the
diagrams show signs of much erasure, as fcr instance that of the second
problem. I had not the time to attempt to discover whether the erased
diagram represented a different and rejected problem, but such was my
impression, and it has suggested to me the idea that this collection was
extracted from a larger one. Ultimately the collection will go back to a
Norman-French work, for there are indications that the work is a translation,
such as the use of the French term abord for the files or lines bordering
the chessboard, the phrase chek a discovert, the expression ‘Thys is a
jupertie to do a man mate the’ for sui-mate. From some additions in a
later handwriting on leaf 3, at the head of the page ¥ Jhesu ¥ Marye ¥J4
1529 Sept. 19, and at the foot beginning ‘per**? per Rogerium Hartwellle’...
we learn the name of a former owner, from whom the problem collection
has been occasionally called the Hartwell MS. From' his (often very
illegible) notes at the end of each problem it is evident that he studied the
book carefully, and therefore that the medieval game was at any rate still
known in England in 1529.

I have already hinted that the manuscript belongs to the Anglo-Norman
group. It appears however not to be derived from either of the two oldest
collections of the group, the * Cotton’ or the ‘King’s Library’ manuscripts.
Of its 41 problems only 3 are in the ‘ Cotton MS..”and only 15 are actuaily
contained in, or are similar to problems in the * Bibl. Reg. MS., while it
omits all the more fanciful positions of the two Norman-French M3S  Six, I
have traced in Arabic codices, and four of these are common to all the
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European groups. The problems are distinguished by their sanity and
possibility. Only one problem for instance has a Bishop of necessity on an
impossible square, and in this case singularly enough the diagram is in
error, and places the Bishop on a correct square, which however would
make the solution impossible. There are no problems (so common in the
Continental collections) with the condition that certain pieces are not to
bé taken. An unusual number of the problems illustrate the play of K
and R 2. K, and show a practical appreciation of the theory of the
‘opposition.” Seven diagrams show slight inaccuracies, which can be easily
corrected from the solutions, or by comparison with other problem
collections.

The compiler of the collectlon was a chess player of some taste, and
he has occasionally added remarks which are interesting because they
reflect his personality. Thus at the end of one problem, to which however
it is not at all appropriate, he adds, ¢ The most crafft in plaing of Juperties
is for to bringyn odde draughtis with thi King,’ showing his appreciation
for the ‘ waiting move.” The sacrifice of a piece, or the mate by a Pawn
invariably occasions an expression of approval. Many of his problems
illustrate the mate in the middle of the board which was so favourite a
termination in his day. To one he adds ‘ This is a fair Jupertie to mate a
man in on of the iiij poyntes for it cumyth offt in play.’

A selection of the problems with the original solutions follows. The

moves are of course those of old chess, which will be familiar to readers of -

Mr. Branch’s' ‘Sketch of Chess History.” The quaint language adds a
delicious piquancy to the problems. The pieces are called in the manu-
script Kyng—Fers (ffers or fferce), Aufyn (affyn, afyn), Knight (knyght),
Roke, and Pon. A captured man is ‘taken up,”a move is a *draught,
‘to fayn a draught’ is to make a move that does not check, and sometimes
to make any possible move ; to ‘draw’ a man is to move him.

1. 2.
BLACK. BLACK.
WHITE. WHITE.
Mate in three (No. 1). Mate in five (No. 2).

iy
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Problem No.-1. Solution.—‘The White men draw first. Draw thy
knyght in a (Kt—K Kt 5) ande say chek. Sythen thy Rokein b (R—B 6)
and say chek. Sythen thy other Roke in ¢ (R—Q 6) ande mated. At iij.
draughtis the Jupertie is plaiede.” A very favourite Arabic problem, which
runs through all the Collections, right down to Stamma.

FProblem No. 2. Solution —‘Draw thy blak aufyn and say chek.
Then the blak kyng goth into a (K—Q 5) SitZen chek with thy Roke.
Then he goth in to B (K—K 4). Yet chek w* thy Roke in thy Pon Ward.
Then he goth in to D (K—B 5). Then chek w* thy Pon ande mate hym
w* thy other Pon ther is #%22 crosse standeth (White K Kt 4). At v,
draughtis #4' Juper.ye is plaied.” [The White B on K B sq is on K Kt sq
in the MS.]

38 4.
BLACK. : BLACK.
WHITE. WHITE,
Mate in two (No. 5). Mate in three (No. 12).

Problem No. 3. Solution.—* At ii. draughtis this shalbe plaied. The
white men draw first. Chek with thy Roke in #Ze knightis ward. Then he
takith hym vpp with his knight, z2an mate hym with thy knyght in a
(K Kt 6).” Another Arabic problem, out of which the Bonus Socius MSS.
have made a wager-position. '

Problem No. 4. Solution.—‘Chek w* thi Roke ina (R—B 8). SitZen
with thi other Roke in b (R—R 6). Tnen chek with thy ffers and then he
must nedis take vp #%i roke in b (White R 6). Then say chek mate in the
corner with #4i other Roke. this is at iiij. draughtis.” Also Arabic, where
the White K is right away, and the problem gains in interest (the diagram
in the MS. has no Queen).

Problem No. 5. Solution.—*‘No fors who draw* first. ffolow hym tyll
thow have #%e blacke kynge at souch plight. Then say chek with the Roke
in a (R—Kt 8). Sithe chek with the Roke in the corner. zten chek with
thy ffers. ~ Then say chek mate w* #:i aufyn in ¢ (B—B 5). Thus thow
may lese thy Roke and mate hym w' thy Aufyn. Ande to conclude is
well plaied.’
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" BLACK, : BLACK..

WHITE.
White wins (No. 24).

Problem No. 6. Solution.—¢ Ffyrst draw® the white men. Draw thy
Pon in a (P—K 7). And #%en thy other pon in B (P—B 7) and make
flers of both ij. Then mate hym w* thy ij. ffers at ij. draughtis. And yf
his kyng stode in the corner at fyrst begynnyng of the game then shuldest
be a draught behynde than were thou mated w* hys pon not but a draught
before.’

7. 8.
WHITE. . WHITE.
Mate in three (No. 34). Mate in five (No. 36).

Problem No. 7. Solution.-—The white men draw first ande shall mate
the blake kyng at iij. draughtis. Say chek w' thi Roke in the pon ward &
he must nedis take it w* his knyght. Say thou yet chek with thi Roke
in the same pointe & he must nedis take it with his other knight & lese
hym. Then say chek mated in thy pon wards. Thais is a faier Jupertie
for thow leses thy booth Rokes or thou mate hym the blake kyag.’
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Problem No. 8. Solution. - ¢ Thow shalt mate hym with a pon at v.
drawghtis yf thow play wel affter thy Roke & if thou knowe itt not thow
shalnot mate hym at ix draughtis ffor he woll tel his draughtis for cause of
thi Roke. ffirst draw thi roke in to a (R—K B sq). Sithen in to b (R—
Q Ktsq). Thaninto c (R—Q Kt 2). Than chek in thy pon warde that
is in d (R—Kt 7 ch) & then chek mated w' thi pon in D (P—B 7 mate).
Ande if ye be a great plaier & can well defende your game ye shall never
mate hym at ix draughtis with thy roke for sothe etc.’

) . H. J. R. MURRAY.

THE EVANS GAMBIT.
The Compromised Defence. The following variation in the famous
Evans Attack is given in. Cless Openings Ancient and Modern, one of the
standard authorities on the openings.— Queensland Sportsman.

WHITE. BLACK. anal):sis of the position was made, and
1 P—K 4 1 P—K 4 Mr.  F. J. Wallis demonstrated the
2 Kt—K B 3 2 Kt—Q B3 unsoundness of the ‘book’ as fullows :
3 B—Bg4 3 B—By4 19 QR—Q sq 19 Castles(forc’d)
4 P—QKtg 4 BxP - 20 B—Kt 2 20 Q—B4orBs
5 P—B 3 5 B—R 4 21 Q—K % 21 Q—B 3
6 z—? 4 6 gxff: ‘ 22 Kt—Kt 4, and wins.
Cast
o Th7e “xCom romised It 20 R—Kt 4,
Defence, omp _ 21 Kt—B 7 21 Rx Kt
8 Q—Kt 3 8 Q—B 3 22 R—Q 8ch 28 R—Bsq
9 P—K 5 9 Q—K Kt 3 23 Q—B 6, and wins.
To KtxP ro K Kt—K 2 Apparently Black cannot save the
11 B—R 3 11 R—Q Kt sq ﬂamEPaFter )1,9 R—Q sq and 20 B—
12 Kt—Q 5 12 Ktx Kt Kt 2.
13 Bx Kt 13 P—Kt 4 Posiiion after Black’s 18th move : —
14 P—K6 14 BPxP P—Kt 5
15 Bx Kt 15 PxB BLACK.
16 Kt—K 5 16 Q—K 5 ’

17 Q—Kt3 17 P—Kt 3
18 Q—Kt 5 18 P—Kt 5
See Diagram
............... Freeborough and Ranken
give this variation to here. At this
stage they give
19 Q—B 6 19 R—B sq
20 Q—Kt 7 20 R—Kt 4
21 Q R—Q sq, and draws.

In the Sydney Chess Club Gambit
Tourney, Mr. Hall, playing Black,
selected this defence (as he had only
to draw the game to win first prize)
against Mr. Crane, who, knowing the
variation at move 18, tried to ‘dodge’
the draw and lost. Afterwards an WHITE TO PLAY.
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CHESS LITERATURE.

o ] O many chess instruction books are now being issued for-the use of
beginners, that these are without excuse if they do not profit by

/\_) all that is done for them. There are, for instance, several
' introductory treatises on the openings; there is at least one

(by Mr. Blake) on end-games; and now that prolific author, Mr. Cunning-

ton, comes out with a guide book for tyros to the middle game, which he

calls * Chess Lessons for Beginners.” This little work is of the same size
as his other miniature books, which are published by Messrs. Routledge &
Co.. in connection with the British Chess Company of Stroud, and is of
similar cheapness. The author does not attempt to define where the
opening ends, and the middle game begins, nor does he start his illustrations
of middle games from the points where books on the openings leave off.
Nor, again, does he aspire to give illustrations of middle games resulting
from all the openings, but he simply makes from various sources a selection
of 22 games specially adapted to his purpose, and these are accompanied
by explanatory notes and numerous diagrams. His reason for doing so is
given in his preface thus: ¢ The conduct of the middle game can only be
learnt by experience, and by the study of good models ; that is, by learning
at your own expense, or at the expense of others. To make a strong
player, neither of these methods is sufficient in itself. A happy combination
of them is needed. The management of a whole game, from start to
finish, cannot be brought under general rules.” There are other valuable
remarks on the conduct of the middle game, and we can heartily commend
this little book to our younger readers.

Another little chess work which has been sent to us for notice by the
publishers, Messrs. Sands & Co., of Burleigh Street, Strand, is “ A Manual
for Beginners,” by Mr. R. F. Foster. It is one of a, series called ““The
" Burleigh Pocket Library,” the others being on the games of Poker, Dice,
and Dominoes. We have never heard Mr. Foster’s name before in con-
nection with chess, though it appears that he is a first-rate whist player, and
conversant also with the other games which we have just mentioned. We

are therefore hardly surprised to find some statements in this little work

which an experienced chess player would not have made. One is at p. 19,
that ““when a Pawn goes bsyond the middle line of the board. it is called
a passed Pawn,” and at p. 20 that the privilege of taking in passing is
reserved for passed Pawns! Another minor error at p. 22 states that
“a player will sometimes speak of his White Bishop or Black Bishop,” in
lieu of King's or Queen’s Bishop, which is certainly news to us. At p. 42
it is stated in reference to a diagram on the next page that Black can draw
by R—Kt 3 ; whereas White then wins by K—Q 7. On p. 62, “ winning
the exchange ” is illustrated by a Pawn being given for a Kt, or a Rook for
a Queen, whereas we have always understood that this term refers to the
winning of a Rook for a minor piece. At p. 52 the author quotes Mr.
Young’s opinion in the “ Minor Tactics of Chess” in opposition to that of
Mr. Lasker, as though the dictum of the author of that and other absurd
monstrosities could be for a moment comparable with the judgment of the
champion player of the world. With these exceptions, we like the book,
which is nicely printed and bound, and in addition to the stock
information for beginners, contains a very useful chapter on *Chess
Traps,” as well as another on End-games. »
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CAPTAIN BEAUMONT,

President Survey Counly Chess Association.
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THE SURREY COUNTY CHESS ASSOCIATION.

FFICYHE Surrey County Chess Association has for years past been

distinguished by its usefulness and popularity, but it has recently
; received a fillip in being signally brought into prominence by
° the hospitality and generosity of its esteemed and honoured
president, Captain Beaumont. A short chronicle of its history is,
therefore, apropos, hefore reporting on the function or entertainment
held at the Crystal Palace. London, on Saturday, the sth January last. For
the following particulars we are indebted to Mr. Stanley B. Baxter, one of
the hard working and enthusiastic vice-presidents.

The Association was founded in 1883, the initiative in its estabhshment
being taken by Mr. Leonard P. Rees, then the hon. secretary South
Norwood Chess' Club (now president Redhill Chess Club). 'Mr. Rees
mentioned his idea to Captain Beaumont, who promised his support. The
first meeting was held at Croydon. Mr. Joseph Steele, then president of
Croydon Chess Club, became first president of the Surrey Association.

Captain Beaumont followed Mr. Steele as president in 1884, and early
in 1885 he gave the first of those entertainments to members, which have
done so much to blnd together the members of the Association.

, Towards the close of
1886 ‘Mr. L. P. Rees found
it nécessary to relinquish his
secretaryship. =~ Messrs. 'G.7]J
Clarke: and- Banks - took the
office jointly, but after a: period
they resigned. Another secre-
tary was appointed, but (and
here is the -exemplification- of
the immengse importance of the
secretaryship) for some reason
or another things seem to have
been allowed to *‘slide,” and for
a-year there is a “ gap.” 'In
1888, .the president, "Captain
Beaumont, received the
resignaston of the secretary, and
convened . a meeting of ‘the
‘members, and Mr. S. B. Baxter
~was appointed hon. secretary.
‘Captain Beaumont in 1889
gave a handsome Cup. for

Mr. STANLEY B. BAXTER. competition, which was won by
Mr. H. Swinburn Ward.

From this point up to the present time the history of the Surrey C.A. is
one of steady progress and advancement. Mr. Baxter held secretaryship
for two years, and then Mr. H. Swinburn Ward took the post. The good
work that the latter gentleman has done for the Association cannot be over-
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estimated. After resigning the secretaryship to Mr. W. P. Plummer (another
prominent pillar in the edifice of the S.C.C.A.), he retained office as match
secretary until two years ago. Mr. Swinburn Ward is now a vice-president
of the Association and tournament secretary of City of London Chess Club.

Mr. H. SWINBURN WARD. Mr. W. P. PLUMMER.

Mr. T. H. MOORE. o Mr. E. HENDERSON.



THE BRITISH CHESS MAGAZINE. : 57

Mr. Plummer carried on the good work for some years and then retired.
Mr. E. R. Turner, of Epsom and *“ The Spread Eagle” was the secretary
for one year, and for a further year jointly with Mr. F. Anspach—the
latter gentleman was secretary by himself for twelve months. These
gentlemen were followed by Mr. T. H: Moore (hon. secretary London
Chess League), who is now in his second year of office as secretary of
S.C.C.A. Mr. Moore’s position is so widely known in the chess world that
any comment on our part is unnecessary. It is said that anything he puts
his hand to in chess, spells success.

The S.C.C.A. has never had any definite head-quarters—no permanent
club room of its own—and this is not difficult of explanation. Its interests
are mainly Metropolitan. Its members chiefly reside in places like
Battersea, Brixton, Clapham, Norwood, &c., and their chess relations are
naturally very closely allied with one or other of the big London clubs.
This was never perhaps more clearly shown than when the City and Surrey
Clubs arranged a friendly match. Although the City Club won comfortably,
their success was largely helped by Surrey men on the City side beating
their 6wn fellow county members.

About 1890, Mr. L. P. Rees foresaw disadvantage to the Association
by reason of the work being confined to the Metropolitan area, and he
drafted a scheme with a view to the decentralization of the interests
of the S.C.C.A. This was eagerly taken up by the committee
and secretary, and the work of the Association was spread over the
whole county. This excellent move of Mr. L. P. Rees has done much to
strengthen the position of the Association. The idea of decentralization
commended itself also to the president, Captain Beaumont, and he, with
the interest of the Society at heart, thought that he would further the
scheme by resigning the presidency. The members much objected to his
decision, and it required much firmness on his part to carry the idea; but
he promised if the members wished it he would only stand down temporarily
and be always ready to respond to their call if wanted again. Captain
Beaumont secured the late Mr. Sutton Gover to act as president ; later on
he obtained the services of Sir George Newnes, Bart., as president for two
years ; and for a time Mr. Bentley MacLeod became president. Captain
Beaumont has now been president for twelve of the eightéen years of the
Association’s existence. He thinks it would ‘be to the benefit of the
Association to have a fresh president every year, but we understand the
members do not take kindly to this suggestion.

The ¢ Beaumont’ Cup was another of Captain Beaumont’s excellent
ideas. Originated with the view to giving smaller clubs—from a numerical
standpoint—some interest in the Association, it has been eminently suc-
cessful by bringing outlying clubs such as Guildford and Redhill into active
participation in the affairs of the S.C.C.A.

To Mr. Leonard P. Rees must be given the credit of the foundation
of the Southern Counties Chess Union. He was first the secretary, and his
natural genius for organizing secured a strong position for the Union.
It has been an immense benefit to Surrey by giving the members something
to compete for—and without such an incentive, an Association of any
kind finds it difficult to justify an existence. At any rate it stimulates it
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and keeps it going. The absence of competition, whether. amongst chess
clubs or nations, is always the beginning of degeneration,and decay.

The Annual Events of the Association are :—1, Surrey Trophy
Competition (twelve a-side). 2, ¢ Beaumont’ Cup Competition (six a-side).
Above are for Surrey Clubs,—Trophy and Cup perpetually floating (cannot
be won outright), medals to winning clubs. 3, Tournament of Champion-
ship of Surrey; there is a Cup for this, can be taken if won by same
player three years consecutively, medal awarded to winner. 4, Handicap
Tourney amongst members. 5, Competition for Championship of Southern
Counties Championship (under auspices of Southern Counties -Chess
Union). 6, Monster Match with Kent—anything over 100 a-side. It
should be mentioned that the Surrey Trophy is a fine piece of art, designed
by Sir Wyke Bayliss, a prominent member of the Association.

It now remains for us to point out that a membership of this healthy
Association can be obtained by an individual subscription of 2/6 per annum,
or by being a member of a club which has become affiliated. Particulars
will be furnished by Mr. T. H. Moore, hon. sec, 10, Lorn Road, Brixton,
London, S.W., on application.

It is not difficult to imagine the pride whlch must be felt by the
popular and genial president of this important organization, Captain
Beaumont. He has fostered the enterprise from its infancy, and has ever
been to the fore in supporting its objects, and has helped by munificent
generosity to advance the cause of chess, and particularly chess in Surrey.
This is evidenced by the entertainments he has provided for the Association,
which have always been successful and have been immensely appreciated
by those who have been fortunate enough to become his erstwhile guests.
His past gatherings, which have been enlivened by attractive chess enter-
tainments, he has this year eclipsed. The worthy president, who is noted
for his retiring modesty, genuine affability and kindly disposition, conceived
the idea that the commencement of the New Century should be marked by
an entertainment on a larger scale than had hitherto been attempted.
Never in the annals of chess has such an undertaking by one man been
carried out, and it is not going one iota too far in saying that in conception
and accomplishment it has proved to be unique. As announced in our
pages, the reception took place in the Crystal Palace (the Garden Hall), on
Saturday, the sth of January. At three o’clock the guests began to
assemble, and in about an hour afterwards—the time scheduled for the
commencement of a bright programme—no fewer than 450 ladies and
gentlemen had assembled, which number was considerably increased as
the hours pressed along. Mrs. Beaumont was regrettably prevented from
being present, but it is to the credit of Captain Beaumont’s sister, Mrs.
Mould, that she fulfilled the absentee’s duty with a ladylike charm. The
attractions of the eventful day spanned over a little more than seven hours,
and there was not a dull moment from opening to close. The selection by
the Captain of the Garden Hall for his reception was an admirable one,
and as far as it was within the scope of possibility his hospitality in every
respect left nothing to be desired ; every detail for the comfort and enjoy-
ment of his guests had been carefully and liberally provided for. Such a
re-union as was witnessed on the sth January cannot have but one effect—
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a fraternal respect for the president of the S.C.C.A. in his endeavour to
popularise chess and bring the devotees of the county in social and friendly
touch with each other.

The chess programme was set a-going with a “Rapid Transit”
Tourney, which engaged sixty-four actual players and hundreds of spectators.
It brought a full meed of the humorous, as might be expected, when a
time-limit was given (for a time at least) of 120 moves an hour! The
winners were Messrs. E. Anger and Girdlestone, who each received a prize.’
When this attraction was well on foot, Mr. Blackburne, the par exccllence
blindfold expert, and Mr. Curnock, a strong and popular Surrey amateur,
gave sans voir exhibitions, the former taking six boards and the latter
negotiating four. At the conclusion Mr. Blackburne won 2 games, the
remainder being unfinished. Mr. Blackburne expressed the opinion that
the game contested against him by Mr. E. Fairclough (Thornton Heath)
was the best, and this gentleman received a prize. Mr. Curnock, who did
not advance his games so well as the English champion, awarded the palm
for best game against him to Mr. P. J. Allingham (Redhill), who also
received a prize. Concurrently with the above performances, Mr. L. Hoffer
confronted 24 players in “simultaneous” play, winninl a large majority of
his games. He awarded the prize to Mr. H. R..Allingham (Redhill) for the
best game. The teams were all recognised as strong—each a good fighting
set. Mr. Hoffer’s peregrinating chess was witty, sociable, and thoroughly
enjoyable, apart from its instructive features. Not one of his losing
antagonists we are sure regretted being pitted against the *‘ Here we are
again” and ax revoir chess traveller, who adroitly balanced humour and
skill to the delight of everybody, and judging from appearances, even to
himself. The last chess event was the Solution Tourney, but through other
attractions occupying the attentions of so many, few seemed to muster
courage to tackle the two three and four-move problems submitted. Captain
Beaumont, writing to us in reference to the problems remarked, ** Unfortu-
nately there was so much excitement in the air, that it was impassible for
solvers to sufficiently concentrate their thoughts,” and that is about a straight
truth. No member of the Association submitted solutions, though we
know one or two came very nearly solving all. We give the problems by
arrangement with the committee in our Problem Department.

Now came the concert, and a splendid concert too, a happy contrast
to the whirligig of hours of chess. In the intervals of melody and harmony
opportunity was given for a speech, and Sir Wyke Bayliss, the celebrated
artist and president of the Royal Society of British Artists, burst eulogium
upon eulogium and thanks upon thanks to the beaming president, amid a
delightful storm of approval. He did not extend himself to the fulness of
appreciation which many would liked to have echoed, but what was said
was said well and with a true ring of sincerity. Of course the other inevit-
able opportunity could not be missed, and Captain Beaumont rose. Did ever
a chess host or chess patron receive a more soundly unanimous reception ?
We doubt it. There is one thing to be said, and that is the captain’s remarks
were concise, *“graceful and felicitous”; he held his audience up by his
manly words and unobtrusiveness. He thanked with a touch of keen
sensitiveness, the committee who had assisted him, the chess experts who
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helped him to carry out the program me, Mr. Oscar Barrett for managing
the musical arrangements, and Sir Wy ke Bayliss for speaking *‘so flatteringly
of his work.” In the concert programme were two delightful pianoforte
morceaux, namely * Caissa” and *““ Gage d’ Amour,” which were excellently
interpreted, both being the composition of Captain Beaumont. Every
item was a “treat,” the talent being exceptionally good ; but music, though
much allied to chess, is hardly within our province here.

The following gentlemen acted officially, and we are enabled to give
the photos of a few of the most active workers in this pleasant fast accompli.
Mr. T. I1. Moore, Mr. H. Swinburn Ward, Mr. W. P. Plummer, Mr. S. B.
Baxter, Mr. B. G. Laws, Mr. E. Henderson, Mr. J. Burgess (secretary
Brixton C.C.), Mr. H. L. Pring (secretary Richmond C.C.), Mr. W. T.
Marshall (secretary Nightingale Lane C.C.), Mr. A. E. Parnell (secretary
Thornton Heath C.C.), Mr. H. Gardiner (secretary Battersea C.C.), Mr.
A. Salmon (secretary Wallington C.C.), Mr. N. O. Budden (secretary
Redhill C.C.), Mr. W. Smart (secretary Clapham C.C.). Mr. H. W. -
Johnson and Mr. F. Anspach assisted Mr. Moore with the Rapid Transit
Tournament.

WINNERS OF THE
SURREY CHAMPIONSHIP,

WINNERS OF THE SURREY
County INTER - CLUuB TROPHY.

1883-84. Croydon. 1283-84. Mr. Herbert Jacobs.
4- 5. Brixton, 4- 5. Mr. Herbert Jacobs.
5- 6. Brixton. 5- 6. Sir Wyke Bayliss.

6- 7. Brixton. 6- 7. Mr. Herbert Jacobs.
~7- 8. No competition. 7- 8. No. competition.

8- 9. Brixton, 8- g. Mr. Herbert Jacobs.
9-go. New Cross. 9-go. Mr. H. Swinburn Ward.
go- 1. South Norwood. go- 1. Mr. W. N. Osborne.
1- 2. South Norwood. 1- 2. Mr J. P. Mollard.

2- 3. South Norwood. 2- 3. Mr. J. P. Mollard.

3- 4. South Norwood. 3- 4. Mr. Evan Cresswell.
4- 5. Battersea. 4- 5. Mr. H. H. Cole.

5- 6. Brixton. . 5- 6. Mr. H. W. Peachey.
6- 7. Dulwich. 6- 7. Mr. H. S. Barlow.

7- 8. Brixton, 7- 8. Mr. A. Curnock.
8- 9. Brixton. 8- 9. Mr. A. W, Fisher.
9-0o. Battersea. g-co. Mr. A. J. Mass.

WINNERS OF THE SOUTHERN
CouNTIES CHAMPIONSHIP.

WINNERS OF
THE ‘ BEAUMONT’ CuP.

1893- 4. Surrey.
1895- 6. Dulwich. 4- 5. Sussex.
6- 7. Richmond. 5- 6. Surrey.
7- 8. West Norwood. 6- 7. Surrey.

8- 9. Redhill. 7- 8. Cambridgeshire.
9-0o. Guildford. 8- 9. Surrey.
9-0o. Surrey.
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THE COUNTIES AND CRAIGSIDE TOURNAMENT.

NQUESTIONABLY one of the most enjoyable Meetings in the

year is that held annually in the first week of January, at the

x Craigside. Hydro, Llandudno. One reason for this is that the

climatic condition of the famous seaside resort at this season of

the year is a delightful change from the gloom prevailing in most parts of

the country; but a more important reason is undoubtedly the fact that the

whole of the competltors are, as one might say, for that week a “band of

brothers,” all living under one roof. At but few contests is it possible for
competitors to house together, and also play in the same establishment ;

but the advantages, when this can be done, are numerous.

No Meeting was held in January, 1goo, as extensive alterations were
in progress at the Hydro; but the Tourney was merely suspended, and
came to the fore again last month. In accordance with a suggestion made
at the previous Meeting, the old division of competitors into two classes
was discontinued, and three sections were adopted, viz.: (1) “Cup”
tourney, for previous winners of the Craigside cup, or of an open tourney ;
(2) for recognised first-class amateurs ; and (3) for those mellglble for the
first two classes. In the two-class contests of 1897%,’98, and 99, the numbers
of competitors were respectively 10, 8; 11, 9; and 12, 10. As the entry
seemed to grow year by year, and it was desu‘ed to finish the tournament
in the week, the three-fold division was becoming a matter of necessity.

Since the Meeting of 1899, there has been a change of hon. secretaries,
Mr. Arthur Firth, a most popular and zealous official, having left Llandudno
for Richmond. The duties devolved upon Dr. J. Miles Chambers, who
bids fair to rival Mr. Firth himself. Inexperience of the duties and routine
caused the notices of the Tournament to be rather late in appearance, and
not too well distributed when they were forthcoming; and consequently,
the entry was perhaps rather less numerous than it might have been. As it
was, four entered the “ Cup Tourney,” six the first class event, and ten the
second class, though one of these failed to appear. In the aggregate, the
entry was little inferior to previous tourneys, but classes of four and s1x
were scarcely full enough. Messrs. Victor Wahltuch and Coates, of
Manchester, had intended to enter, but details of the contest were by some
oversight not furnished to them. The separation of the ‘Cupites,’ also,
was not to the taste of all interested, and one well-known expert, at least,
was absent probably on this account. The names of the entrants were: —

Cup Tourney :—Messrs. H. E. Atkins (Leicester), G. E. H. Bellingham
(Dudley), A. Burn (Liverpool), and W. H. Gunston (Cambridge).

First Class :—Messrs. N. Clissold (leerpool), H. V. Crane (Man-
chester), A. Dod (Liverpool), A. J. Mackenzie (Blrmmgham),
H. Sherrard (Stourbridge), and B D. Wilmot (Birmingham).

Second Class :—Mrs. Fagan and Miss Finn (London), Messrs. T. H.
Billington (Birmingham), M. D. Crewdson, R. W. Genese
(Aberystwyth) W. Leech, C. F. Lewis (Birmingham), R. J.
Quelch (Hastings), and Rev J. L. Peach (Malton),

R 2
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The results of the play in the several classes are here appended :—
Cup TOURNEY.

£
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Mr. A, Burn ... = 11 31 3 4 43
Mr. H. E. Arkins e e ] 00 — 1 4| 11| 3%
Mr. W. H. Gunston ... } o o 3 — I I 3
Mr. G. E. H. Bellinghan 3 3 o o oo — 1

First prize, £8 8s, Mr. Burn; second prize, £6 6s, Mr.
Atkins ; third prize, £4 4s., Mr. Gunston. Mr. Burn also won outright
the Craigside Challenge Cup, this being his third victary in succession.

FirsT-cLASs TOURNEY.
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Mr. A. Dod ... - — 1 o)1 1 I 4
Mr. C. H. Sherrard ... o — I 1 1 o 3
Mr. N. Clissold . I o — o 1 o 2
Mr. H. V. Crane .. o o I — o 1 2
Mr. A. J. Mackenzie o o o 1 — I 2
Mr. B. D. Wilmot o 1 1 o o — 2

Dod ; ' second brize, £6 6s, Mr
equally divided between the remaining

First prize, £8 8s., Mr.
Sherrard; third prize, £4 4s.,
four competitors.

SECOND-cLASS TOURNEY.
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Mr. T. H. Billington... — | 1| 1l o} 1} 1| 1| 1|1 ‘. 7
Mrs. Fagan ... o|—1| 1 1| of 1 T I 16
Mr. C. F. Lewis ol ol — | 4| 1| 1| | 1| 1 s}
Miss Finn 1 o $|—| 4| of 1{ 1| 1 ‘ 5
Rev. 1. L. Peach ot 1] ofl $|—1 of 1] 1] 1l44
Mr. R. J. Quelch ol ojof 1| x|—1 1| 4| o 3%
Mr. R. W. Genese .. ojo|l ol o|l ol ofl—=1 1|1 2
Mr. M. D. Crewdson ol of o)l ol o 4| o — 1| 1%
Mr. W. Leech... +| o]l oj o] ol of 1| ol oj—11

First prize, £ 557., Mr. Bi]lingt_on; ;se(r:ond“p;ize, A3 108,
Mrs. Fagan; third prize, £2 2s., Mr. Lewis.
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It was arranged that the ‘Cup’ players should contest a two-round :
tourney, and the others one round. In Class I. the Lasker system of scoring ‘
drawn games was to be tried, viz.,, } each, the game to be replayed and to
score 4 to either winning it, and } each, if again drawn. Curiously enough,
not a single drawn game occurred in this class out of a total of 15 games.

A Handicap was played during the week, Messrs. Burn, Atkins, and
Gunston taking the three prizes. The committee met at the conclusion of
the Meeting and resolved upon carrying on future Tournaments on the
same lines, while the Hydro undertook to furnish a new Cup for competi-
tion. The management are to be highly praised for their enterprise, and
we venture to prophesy increasing success at future gatherings.

It will be seen that Mr. Burn went through his section without the

loss of a game, but he had a narrow escape in one of his games with Mr.
BLACK (MR. RELLINGHAM). Bellingham, who played an attack
invented by Captain Mackenzie,

% % %*/ sacti[.icing a Ktat K Kt 6. In the
Y,

Y, V position shown, Mr. Burn played
0 % t 22 Q—K 2 (R—K 2 was better),

%/ / // % ti:{iv;nghan opp%rtu;)(ily for 2B21’> Qh_
) ch; 23 B—NKt sq, bxP chj
% % / 24 Q x B, R x P ch, winning easily.
/ Instead, Bellingham played 22...,
% @ // RxPch; 23 QxR, BxPchj; 24
/’/ QxB, R—K Bsqch; 25 K—K 2,
%// -, QxQch; 26 K—Q 3, l;md Black
4| bad eventually to fall back on a
5 @ ﬁ' % / § ®4| perpetual check to draw.
% %wg % Strange to say, the Dudley
player, who was far from being in
WHITE (MR. BURN). his best form, was guilty of a similar
lapse in his first game of the contest, with Mr. Gunston. At his 16th
move, playing the French Defence, he had soundly sacrificed a Kt for the
two centre Pawns, and after White's
_25th move the position was as
shown on annexed diagram.
Black’s next move (25..., Px
Kt) was weak, and allowed a bril-
liant finish by the Cambridge pro-
fessor with 26 Kt—K 7 ch, K—
R sq; 27 Kt—Kt 6 ch, K—Kt sq
[if ..., Px Kt; the Q takes Q with
a useful check]; 28 Q—Q 5 ch
Resigns. At the stage diagrammed
Black had a choice of winning
methods, the simplest perhaps being
ey QxQ; 26 KtxQ, PxPj 27
K moves, P’ x P, &c.
Burn appeared to have the
WHITE (MR. GUNSTON). worst of his other game with

_§
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Bellingham at one stage, but he cleverly brought about a draw by
skilful manceuvring of the Bishop in the position shown:—

BLACK (MR. RURN) TO MOVE). The continuation was :—
BLACK. WHITE.
37 37 P—Q Kt 4
38 P—R4 °~ 38 P—B3
39 P—R g 39 B—R 5

40 K—Kt 5 40 B—Q sq ch

41 K—R 6 41 B—R ;5

42 B—Kt 3 42 B--Kt 6
And a draw resulted.

Mr. Atkins in several games
tried irregular defences, but he got
into a rare muddle so early as the
sixth move in his game with Gunston
as thus :—White (Gunston), Black
(Atkins), 1 P—K 4, P—Q 3; 2

WIITE (MR. BELLINGHAM)., Kt—K B 3, Kt—Q z; 3 P—Q 4,
P—K Kt 3; 4 Kt—B 3, B—Kt2; 5§ B—Q B4, KKt—B 3?; 6 P—
K 5! The Leicester player managed to recover afterwards, and the game
was drawn by repetition of moves. Mr. Atkins, who has taken the mea-ure
of Mr. Bellingham to a curious degree, won both his games with this
gentleman, thus keeping up a remarkable succession of victories. Mr. Gun-
ston bad rather the better of his first game with Burn, having at one time
an opportunity of winning the exchange; but he was quite outplayed in
the second encounter.

The finest game in the whole Meeting has to be recorded in Class I,
this being a splendid win by Mr. Dod over the second prize winner. We
give the game entire.

GAME No. 1,979. Four Knights' Game.

BLACK (MR. SHERRARD). WHITE. BLACK.
Mr. A. Don. Mr. C. H. SHERRARD.

1 P—Kg 1 P—K 4

2 Kt—K B 3 2 Kt—Q B 4
3 Kt—B 3 3 Kt—B 3

4 B—Ktg 4 B—Ktgj

5 Castles 5 Castles

6 P—Q 3 6 BxKt

7 PxB 7 P—Q3

8 B—Kt s 8 Kt—-K 2

9 Kt—R 4 9 B—K 3
1o P—K B4 10 PxP
1t RxP 11 P—B 3

See Diagram.

12 RxKt! 12 PxR

13 Q BxP 13 Q—Kt 3ch
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P—Q 4 14 QxB 19 QxB 19 QxR'ch
Kt—B 15 P—KR 3 20 K-B 2 20 R-K Kt sq
KtxKtch 16 K—R 2 21 Q—Bjg5sch 2r R—Kt3
P—Q R 4 17 Q—Kt 7 22 Ktx R 22 K—Ktsq
P—Q 18 B—Kt g 23 Q—Kt 4 24 Resigns.

GAME No. 1,980.
Played at Llandudno, 2nd January, 1gor.
Ruy Lopez.

NoTes By R. TEICHMANN, Knight instead of the Pawn. It is

WHITE. BLACK.

. H. E. ATKINS. Mr. W. H. GUNSTON.

P—K 4 1 P—K 4
Kt—KB3 2 Kt—QB 3
B—Kt 5 3 P—QR 3
B—R 4 4 Kt—B 3
P—Q3
A tame move, which allows Black

an even game.

5 P—Q3
Kt—B 3 6 P—K Kt 3
B—K 3 7 B—Kt 2
P—K R 3 8 P—Q Kt 4
B—Kt 3 9 B—K 3
Q—Q 2 10 BxB
RPxB 11 Kt—K 2
Castles 12 P-B 3
B—R 6 13 Castles
Q R—K sq

R—Q sq seems a better move here;
but anyhow the King’s Rook should
have been played, so as to maintain
the attack on Black’s weak Rook’s

Pawn.

14 Kt—Q 2
P—Q 4 15 Q—B2
Kt—Q sq 16 Q R—Q sq
K—R sq

The object of this move is not clear ;
it can only be accounted for by pressure

of time.
17 P_K B4

............... This move disorganises

the Black position, and it is very .

doubtful whether Black could have
saved the game afterwards. Still it
appears that on the 20th move he would
have done better to retake with the

18

19
20
21

22

23
24
2

22
27
28

safe to say that the advance of the
King’s Bishop's Pawn is always bad
when the King’s Pawn is attacked
by the opponent’s Queen’s Pawn, as
in that case the Pawns become
isolated und weak, apart from the
exposure of the King.

BxB 18 KxB

Kt—Kt 5 19 R—B 3
KPxP 20 Kt PxP
P—Q B4 21 K—R sq

..This move weakens the
posmon but Black 'lpparenlly thought
he could play his Queen’s Rook to
King's Knight’s square, and obtain an
attack. White now begins to play
very energelically, and finishes the
game in good style.

PxKP 22 KtxP

............... Losing absolutely ; but
Px P though bet:er, would not have
saved the game cither.

P—B 4 23 P—R 3
P x Kt 24 QPxP
Kt—B 7 ch 25 RxKt
QxPch 26 K—Kt sq
Q—K 6 27 P—K 5
P—B s

Of course, Rx P at once was not
feasible, on account of the reply R—

Q3

28 R—Q 5
Kt—K 3 29 Q—O0 2
Q—R 6 30 R—Q 6
R—B 4 31 R—R 2
Q—B6 32 R—B 2
Kt—Kt 4
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&@AST month we referred to the enterprise of the Norwich Club; ,

now we have pleasure in announcing that the generosity of a

leading member of the North Manchester Club has resulted in
the engagement of the world’s champion as ‘coach’to the members of
that club for at least twelve months. Doctor Lasker has already taken up
his residence in * Cottonopolis,” and will attend the club—which meets at
Dyson’s Restaurant, Church Street—daily, from one to three in the after-
noon, also one evening each week. He will also play for the club in
matches where the opposing player makes this course desirable.

The Doctor’s method of teaching is excellent. He plays and gives
reasons for his moves ; comments upon, and alters the move of his oppo-
nent if necessary ; at the same time imparting chess instruction of the very
highest standard. Later on will follow lectures on the Openings,
Development, Combination, End-Game play, &c. Of course the agree-
ment provides for considerable leave of absence to enable Doctor Lasker
to fulfil engagements of National and International importance.

We heartily congratulate the members of the North Manchester Club
on their good fortune in receiving such a splendid “ New Century gift.”
Their benefactor will have his reward in the knowledge that the good
results that will arise from the presence of Doctor Lasker in Northern
Chess Union territory will not be confined to Lancashire alone. Already
the influence is manifest, as a chess column under his editorship was
started in the Manchester Evening News of January 23rd, and we hope
that the secretary of each County Association will regard it a duty to help
Doctor Lasker to make his column reliable and up to date for general
Northern chess news ; it goes without saying that for games and instruction
it will be second to none.

It is ramoured that immediately after the Monte ,Carlo Tourney, an
International one will be organised by the members of the Havana Club.

The “At Home,” arranged by the Ladies’ Chess Club for January 26th,
and postponed in consequence of the death of Her Majesty the Queen,
will take place shortly after Easter. .

Surrey Trophy Competition.—The Battersea Chess Club (holders)
met the Nightingale Lane Club in this competition on Tuesday, January
15th, and were successful by 6} games to 5i.
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Yorkshire.—The contest for the Championship of Yorkshire bhas
resulted in the success of Mr. J. Musgrove, Leeds. Next month we shall give
a sketch of Mr. Musgrove’s chess career, and full particulars of the contest.

An interesting match with 20 players on each side was contested at
Cheltenham, on January 12th, between teams representing the Bristol and
Clifton Club and North Gloucestershire, the latter combination being
defeated by 11 points to 9.

The Brooklyn Daily Eagle of January 17th reports that Pillsbury
will not be a competitor at the Monte Carlo Tournament, and states that
the famous hero of Hastings had decided to take a wife, and that the
wedding was set down for January 2oth, at St. Louis.

Two telegraph matches have taken place in Australia, with ten players
on each side. The first on November 12th, was between Victoria and
West Australia, and was won by the latter with the score of 6 to 4. The
other between New South Wales and Queensland was drawn, each scoring 5.

The present season’s contest for the championship of the Herefordshire
Chess Association has been won for the third year in succession by Mr. W.
Collins, and the clock presented by the proprietors of the Hereford Times
now becomes his property. Mr. Collins won 10 games out of 12 in the
latest contest.

Twenty players are taking part in the All Russian National Tournament,
at Moscow, and among them are Tchigorin, Schiffers, Janowski, Rosenkranz,
and Lebedew. Janowski has received a very warm welcome from the
Amateur Chess Club at St. Petersburg, and in a simultaneous contest there
of 30 games he won 20, lost 6, and drew the rest. Ina Handicap Tourney
at St. Petersburg, Tchigorin and Schiffers seem to have been overweighted
in having to yield too heavy odds, for neither of them won a prize.

Birmingham and District.—The second round of the Midland Coun-
ties Union’s Championship Contest brought about the following results :—

Thurs., Dec. 20.—At Nottingham, Leicestershire 94, Nottinghamshire 43.
Sat., January 12.—At Oxford, Warwickshire 84, Oxfordshire 33.

Sat., January 12.—At Hereford, Worcestershire 7, Herefordshire 5.

Sat., January 12.—At Wolverhampton, Staffordshire 113, Shropshire 54,

In the semi-final round, Warwickshire meets Leicestershire, at Leicester,
and Worcestershire meets Staffordshire, probably at Wolverhampton.
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Kent Chess.—The contest among the clubs in the four geographical
divisions of Kent has resulted in Canterbury being champion of the
S. Easter, while Rochester hold the position for Mid Kent. In West
Kent, Sevenoaks have a very good chance, while the new Bromley Club
seems likely to lead among the North Kent Clubs If these clubs are thus
successful they will enter the final contest for the Cup.—At Folkestone,
arrangements are in progress for holding the Kent Chess Congress there
next Whit-Monday.—The correspondence match Kent #. Sussex is steadily
progressing, and Kent has a good lead.

The Tournament at Simpson’s Divan ended on 29th December,
with the following result :—

1 2| 3| 4| 5| 2

&

Mr. R. Teichmann e (1) | — 3 1 3 1 3
Mr. F. J. Lee ... v (2) 3 — 1 o I 2%
Mr. O. C. Muller .e (3) o o — . 1 1 2
Mr. L. Van Viiet ... 14) 3 1 o — 3 2
Mr. J. Mortimer .. (5) o o o 3 — 3

It would be impossible, even if it were desirable, to follow Mr. Pillsbury
in his chess tours through his own country and Canada, so as to record all
his brilliant successes and extraordinary feats of memory and intellect.
One of these is so much like another, that we may fairly select one as a
specimen of the whole. At Montreal, on November 2nd, he played with
25 simultaneous opponents, winning 20 games, drawing 2, and losing 3.
The next day he encountered in blindfold play 16 opponents, 12 of whom
he defeated, drew with 3, and lost to only one. An ordinary player would
then have taken a rest, but as soon as this match was over, Pillsbury chal-
lenged to single combat any who would play with him, with what result
we have not heard. '

Owing to the increased expenses of its new and splendid home, the
Vienna Club has raised its subscription to 8o crowns, but, notwithstanding
this, the membership has increased last year from 360 to 473. The list of
visitors to the club also showed an augmentation from 355 in 1899, to 1150
in 1900, among the latter having been Janowski and Lasker.

The Munich Club has likewise raised its roll of members to ro1, and
has a home of its own at the Café Royal, Karlsplatz. The possession of
a club house seems to be getting quite common on the Continent,- for
besides those just mentioned the two principal clubs at Berlin, the Augustea
at Leipzig, one of the Frankfort clubs, and two in Paris occupy their own
premises, in addition to others which we cannot now recall. How is it then
that English chess clubs are so far behind in this respect ?
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Chess in Scotland.—‘Richardson’ Cup. Edinburgh having defeated
Aberdeen and Burns (Glasgow), the final tie now lies between the Glasgow
Chess Club and Edinburgh, and will be played at Edinburgh on the gth
February probably.

: Nineteen clubs are now affiliated to the Scottish Chess Association,
and this body now has charge and control of the ¢Richardson’ Cup, and
also of the ‘Spens’ National Memorial, which is to take the form of a Cup
for Junior Clubs, and a Gold Medal annually to the winner of the Scottish
Championship. ) :

The Association accounts were passed at a committee meeting at
Stirling. on 19th January, and showed a balance to the credit of £8o.
The next annual Tournament was fixed to begin in the rooms of the
Glasgow Chess Club, on 24th May, when there will be the usual competi-
tions, viz., the Championship or Major Tournament, the Minor Tournament,
and the Handicap. The president of the Association, Mr. Andrew T. Reid,
of Glasgow, has offered twenty guineas to increase the prize money, so that
the total amount to be distributed will now be about £40, in addition to
the ‘Spens’ Memorial Gold Medal. All members of the Association are
at liberty to compete. The Tournament lasts about a week, and the entry
money is from 2/6 to 10/-. Membership of the Association costs 5/- per
annum, and may be obtained by sending a remittance with name and
address to the secretary, Mr. B. B. Maxwell, 28, St. Andrew’s Square,
Edinburgh. As the Glasgow Exhibition will be open while the Tournament
is on, a large number of entrants is expected.

Northern Counties County Championship.—Two matches were set
down for decision during the past month, but unfortunately Cumberland
" could not raise a team to meet Yorkshire on January 1gth.

Cheshire ». Lancashire: Northern Counties Chess Union County
Championship Competition.—The match between these two counties in
the first round of the above competition was played at the rooms of the
Nc.th Manchester Chess Club, Dyson’s Restaurant, Church Street, Man-
cuaster, on Saturday, 26th January, 1901, and resulted in a decided win
for the County Palatine. By agreement between the officials of the two
counties, the teams were to consist of 20 players and 5 reserves. The
number of games actually scored was 21. Play commenced at 3-40 and
ceased at 7-40, after which both teams had tea together. The arrangements
made by the North Manchester Club were of the usual elaborate and
complete description, and the match attracted a large number of spectators,
who followed the varying fortunes of the games with the keenest interest.
Play took place in the spacious dining room of the Restaurant, which has
already been the scene of important county contests, and which bids fair
to become identified with the royal game in the North. One pleasing
feature was the use at most of the boards of the new ‘Congress’ chess
clocks, the handsome cases and large white dials of which gave quite a
scientific air to the tables. The clocks were also appreciated by the players
on account of their accuracy, subdued ticking, and the noiselessness with
which the starting and stopping was effected. Dr. Lasker was amongst the
spectators, evidently taking an interest generally in the games, and particu-
larly watching with a fatherly eye several of the players with whom he has
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already come in contact during his short connection with the North
- Manchester Club. When the scoring sheet was posted it was at once seen
that the Cheshire team had a stiff fight before them ; the Lancashire team
contained the names of many prominent players for the county. S<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>