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1. Genuine desire to make a lasting peace.
2. Commitment to peace agreements.

Abstaining from taking unfair advantages from the peace

The six peace principles

agreement.

4. Not to put burdens on local people.
Strict adherence to existing laws.

6. Cooperation in democratic reform processes based on
the 2008 State Constitution, Our Three Main National

Causes, and the essence of democracy.
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Sagaing fault is a major fault in Myanmar.

Towns along Sagaing fault under surveillance

Yangon April 21

There may be small earthquakes
during this year, according to an
official from Myanmar Earthquake
Committee.

The committee is making a
watchful eye on 14 towns which
are located on the Sagaing fault.
They are Yangon, Thongwa, Nay
Pyi Taw, Taungoo, Bago, Phyu,

Mandalay, Sagaing, Pyinmana,
Wuntho, Takaung, Myitkyina,
‘Wundwin and Singu.

Recently, a strong earthquake
hit the country, causing minor
damages. The country may face
further water shortages due to the
earthquake.

According to geologists, there
may be big earthquakes during last

‘Wenquan Earthuake
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three months of this year. Seven
small and moderate earthquakes
hit the country. It is expected that
small earthquakes may occur at the
early monsoon season. There is a
90 per cent probability that the
Sagaing fault may jolt due to small
earthquakes. People living in the
major cities located on the Sagaing
fault need to watch out for the

008 &

Py

danger of earthquakes.
Geologists are monitoring the
Sagaing fault as it has been stable
for more than 100 years. There may
be impacts in the country as strong
earthquakes hit the Asian countries.
It is the biggest fault in Myanmar.
Efforts are being made to issue
real-time warnings when there are
distinct conditions. Soe Moe

Thailand plans to install devices for air-quality checks in Myanmar

Yangon April 21

Thailand, neighbouring country
of Myanmar, is planning to install
devices for air-quality checks in
Myanmar in a bid to fight the threat
of smog.

Pollution Control Department
(PCD) director-general Wijarn
Simachaya said on April 20, “The
installation in Vientiane had already
been completed. Next year, we will
install similar devices in the two
other neighbouring countries.”

22-4-2016 (P-18) TZN.indd 1

Smog has been a shared threat
in the region because wind can
blow unhealthy smoke from one
country to another.

Hotspots in nearby countries
can affect Thailand. "We have
already written to the Asean-
secretary-general, asking for help
in getting Myanmar, Laos and
Cambodia to reduce their hotspots,"
Wijarn said.

Agricultural fires are widely
blamed for the worsening haze

problem in the Asean region. As of
Tuesday night, the Asean Specia-
lised Meteorological Centre has
reported scattered hotspots in
Myanmar and isolated hotspots in
Thailand, Cambodia, Laos and the
Philippines.

Deputy Chiang Mai Governor
Mongkhon Suksai said that as long
as neighbouring countries were full
of hotspots, Thailand would be
affected.

"Cross-border smog means that

even if there is not a single hotspot
in Thailand, many Thai provinces
will still struggle with the haze,"
he said. A smog crisis threatens
people's health and also economy.
Poor visibility affects travelling,
sometimes causing flight cance-
llations.

Thailand once asked for Myan-
mar’s cooperation in tackling
forest fires in the haze hit nothern
region.

Aung

mail:mwdpress@hotmail.co.uk

Dala property market cool

Yangon April 21

Property market in Dala Town-
ship is cool despite skyrocketing
land prices, real-estate agents from
Dala Township said.

Property prices are skyrocketing
shortly after the news about a new
bridge project that links Yangon
and Dala. Houses near the bridge
project got higher prices than those
in the Township. Properties were
in high demand at a time when the
news about the bridge project came
out.

In March, a plot of land worth
around Ks-10 million was in high
demand. Most of people living on
the other side of Dala are vendors,
blue-collar workers and farmers.
Real-estate agents turn to rental
market due to the cooling market
caused by low demand and sky-
rocketing prices.

Myanmar-South Korea Friend-
ship Bridge is a suspension bridge.
The 6144-foot-long bridge will be
built at a cost of US$-137.833
million with loans from the South
Korea. Myanmar will have to repay
loans at an interest rate of 0.01
per cent. The five-year project is
expected to be completed by 2020.

Soe Moe

Affordable housing in Dagon
Seikkan offers 15,000 apartments

Yangon April 21

An affordable housing project
complete with 15,000 apartments
will be built in Dagon Seikkan
Township in Yangon, according to
Capital Development Co which is
the main developer of the project.

Capital Development Co together
with Sae Paing Construction and
Bagan Business Group will imple-
ment the project on 183 acres of
land at the corner of Mya Nandar
Street and Shweli Street in Dagon
Seikkan Township.

Yangon Region Government
invited tender for the project in
April last year , attracting tenders
from 12 companies including major
constructors like Shwe Taung Co,
Htoo Construction Co, FCGC (IGE
Group), Chan Tha Shwe Myay Co
and Young Entrepreneur Group.

The project is scheduled to be
started in around 2018 when Yangon
City Development Committee
(YCDC) is able to supply tap water
to the area, according to the project
developer. 447
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Fishery industry
facing labour
shortage in
Kawthoung

Yangon April 21

Fishery industry in Taninthayi
Region’s Kawthoung is facing
worsening shortage of labour year
by year as Myanmar workers
have crossed the border to work
in neighbouring Thailand, said
businessmen in Kawthoung.

Local businessmen have called
on the region government for
creating an environment which can
attract Myanmar workers back to
the country. According to them,
Dawei Special Economic Zone
which consists of large factories,
needs at least 1,800 workers for
operation while the region is also
short of workers for planned oil
refinery in Laung Lone Township.

“Local workers think that the
ongoing projects in the region can’t
guarantee proper jobs for them. In
Kawthoung, local businessmen
have to hire workers from other
areas mainly from Mandalay and
Sagaing because of the shortage
of local workers. But it is time-
consuming to teach them from the
very ABC of fishery industry so
that they can work properly. I wish
locals could come back and work
here,” said U Nay Lin Soe, owner
of Mudra fishery business.

Farming and fishery is the main-
stay of the region and apart from
the pay, the region should have
labour-intensive industries if the
region government wants to call the
workers back, said Ko Min Maw
Latt, a Kawthoung local.

“In Thailand, a fishery worker
earns around 400 Baht a day. But
in Kawthoung it is difficult to earn
around Ks-5,000 a day. In rubber
farms, a worker only gets around
Ks-3,000 a day. And now as the
Thai authorities are issuing work
permits for Myanmar migrant
workers, I’'m afraid they won’t like

to come back,” he said. Zarni

Speed boat expedition in Myeik Archipelago
available in May

Yangon April 21

Speed boat expedition tour will
be available for Myeik Archipelago
explorers as of May, said the rental
service provider.

Speed boats will be available for
rent up to seven days, said U Kyaw
Zay, the rental service provider.
The rent varies depending on the
destinations and the maximum rent
is USD-1,200, he said. The regular
speed boat expedition starts from
Kawthoung and ends in Myeik,
going through more than dozens of
islands.

“Most of the people who tend
to use speed boats are foreign tourists
and the observers of the local tourism
industry. I plan to run the service
the whole year round except the
times of high tide,” said U Kyaw
Zay.

The boats are built for convenience
of passengers and are equipped with
GPS, satellite phones, television,

fridge, and air-conditioned sound-
proof sleeping rooms, bathrooms,
and dining rooms.

This photo shows an island in Myeik archipelago.

Up to 18 passengers can take
the boat expedition which also
includes snorkeling and there will

be five attendants on board to cater
the passengers.

Zarmi

Can plants to be built in Myanmar

Yangon April 21

Aluminium Can Manufacturer,
Kian Joo Can Factory Bhd, is
expanding into Myanmar with the
construction of two plants at a cost
of US$-23.5 million.

Ata press conference, Kian Joo
CFO Ooi Teik Huat said he expects
construction works at the Thilawa
Special Economic Zone to kick off

in the third quarter of the year and
for it to be operational in 2017. The
land cost is US$-15 million.

“We intend to replicate what we
have in Malaysia, basically we’ll
have tin can, carton box manufactur-
ing and contract packaging in
Myanmar,” he said.

The operations in Myanmar are
only expected to contribute positi-

vely to the company after four or
five years. Production from the
Myanmar plant will be mainly for
the local market.

Ooi said the company is not in
a hurry to make a cash call despite
the huge investment outlay needed
for the Myanmar plants, as it has
sufficient internal funds and borrow-

AMM

ings.

Dozens of burglaries reported in
Yangon during Thingyan

Yangon April 21

Burglaries took place at dozens
of houses and shops in Yangon
while the owners were taking long
trips during Myanmar New Year’s
Festival holidays, according to
Yangon Region Police Force.

Owners found their shops and
houses in Kamayut, Thaketa,

Dala, Tamwe, Hlaing, Sanchaung,
and Shwepyitha broken in as they
came back from trips and reported
respectively to concerned police
stations on April 18 and 19.
Yangon saw 80 cases of crimes
during five-day Thingyan Festival
and police could arrest the culprits
of five burglaries. The number of

crimes has decreased compared
to last year’s Thingyan Festival
in Yangon, said Yangon Region
Police Force.

Meanwhile, a group of ten armed
men robbed a vessel in Ayeyawady
River on April 17, New Year’s
Day on Burmese lunar calendar
in Mandalay. 447

Mobile fuel
labs to be
upgraded

22-4-2016 (P-19) TZN.indd 1

Yangon April 21

Six mobile fuel labs will be
upgraded to carry out laboratory
tests on diesel and gasoline at fuel
stations nationwide, said an official
from Myanmar Petroleum Product
Enterprise.

Currently, these vehicles carry
out inspections of fuel quality at
fuel stations. The upgrade is aimed

at conducting laboratory tests. The
MPPE is making efforts to build a
laboratory that can test petroche-
micals during this year in cooperation
with Myanmar Petroleum Trade
Association.

The MPPE conducts surprise
checks on the fuel stations as some
fuel stations are found to sell low-
quality fuels. The country has six

mobile fuel labs only. Plan is under
way to buy more vehicles in order
that surprise checks can be conducted
effectively. Quality and types of
imported fuels can be tested after
the laboratory has been set up.
Myanmar has to import a lot of
fuels for local consumption despite
having local production.
Soe Moe

Mandalay fibre
network project
kicks off as of
this month

Yangon April 21

Mandalay fibre network project
has been kicked off in the munici-
pality of Mandalay at a cost bet-
ween US $ 15 million and 50 million
as of this month, according to Eager
Communication Group.

This fibre network is 750 kilo-
metre in length and will be built
with micro trenching system and
manual trenching system. The project
is slated for completion in 2019.

“The length of this fibre network
is 750 kilometre and we will place
250 kilometre per year. Mandalay
City Development Committee
provided land to implement this
project. We are responsible for the
cost of the project. The network
will cost US$-15 million per year,”
said an official from Eager Com-
munication Group.

At the first step, the ring-shape
network will be installed with
Mandalay City as the centre.

“The project, when completed,
will facilitate the functions of
government offices in Mandalay
Region,” said an official of
Mandalay City Development Com-
mittee.

Aung
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Get a good
night's
sleep to
help beat
Alzheimer

Getting a good night's sleep could
be the key to improving memory
in later life, new research suggests.

People who manage fewer than
four hours a night or who wake
regularly are more at risk of develop-
ing dementia.

Poor quality sleep and restless
nights are thought to trigger the
formation of plaques on the brain
linked to Alzheimer's disease
(AD).

Previous studies have shown
disrupted sleep is common in people
with the condition and could play
arole in developing the disease.

New research shows sleeping
well could prevent the development
of plaques - abnormal clusters of
protein fragments - associated with
Alzheimer's.

It is also thought to play a key
role in maintaining grey matter
health in regions of the brain sensitive
to ageing and memory.

People who sleep poorly are
more likely to have a build-up of
amyloid-beta (Ab) - a sticky protein
which clumps together to form
damaging plaques.

The study, published in the
journal Neurobiology of Ageing,
claims length and quality of sleep
is directly linked to these deposits
on the brain.

Lead Author Pierre Branger, of
the University of Caen Normandy,
France, said good sleep could be
pivotal to brain health in later life.

He said: 'Our results indicate
that poor sleep quality in older,
asymptomatic individuals is asso-
ciated with greater Ab burden and
lower brain volume in brain areas
known to be sensitive to ageing and
AD processes.

Dr Branger said: 'Poor self-repor-
ted sleep quality tends to have a
greater impact on brain volume
determined by structural MRI and
Ab deposition.

'Our findings are in line with
growing evidence from cognitively
normal older adults that modifiable
lifestyle factors may have an impact
on AD biomarkers.

Mail Online
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Myanmar's Yangon Stock Exchange draws
interest from local investors

Myanmar's Yangon Stock Ex-
change (YSX) has drawn interest
from local investors as its weekly
sale stood at over 20 billion kyats
(about 20 million U.S. dollars) by
the first week of this month before
the water festival.

Trading on YSX has closed for
the long water festival holidays
until next week.

Even on the first trading day,
March 25, the first listed company,
First Myanmar Investment (FMI)
received more market order volume
than its sale offer. The market order
reached over 37,000 while sales
offer stood at over 22,000 with the
value of 26,000 kyats (21.5 U.S.
dollars) at the opening stage.

After the first trading period of
the day, the company's trading
volume reached 42,610 shares.The
highest volume of shares were
traded on March 29 with 210,752
shares worth 8.641 billion kyats
(about 7.3 million U.S. dollars).
The per share value on that day hit
as highest as that of the previous
days with 41,000 kyats.

Before YSX's opening, local

investors were traditionally inves-
ting their money into real estate,
foreign currencies, precious metals
and increasingly into bank saving
accounts.

Alarge number of investors have
come to know the significance of
injecting in the capital market when
YSX was launched, said Ko Aung
Thura, a local finance expert.

The local real estate sector has
declined recently due to the strong
interest of investors in YSX. More-
over, YSX's attraction to investors
makes it possible for Myanmar's
currency to remain strong as U.S.
dollar investors in the black market
are rushing to sell their dollars.

Meanwhile, Myanmar's biggest
public company, Myanmar Thilawa
SEZ Holdings Public Limited
(MTSH), will start trading on YSX
as a second listed company on April
29. Other listed companies such as
Myanmar Citizens Bank and First
Private Bank will follow MTSH as
soon as possible, according to Ma
Man Man Thein, president of the
country's Securities and Exchange
Commi-ssion (SECM).

"We welcome other listed com-
panies to be part of YSX. The more
listed companies on YSX, the more
chances for investors to choose. It
will encourage the market to deve-
lop," U TunTun, Director and Chief
Financial Officer of FMI, told
Xinhua.

Although the securities trading
on YSX stood highest in early days,
it had decreased before Thingyan
Water Festival. The lowest volume
of shares were traded on April 7
with 18,019 shares worth over 576
million kyats ( about 480,000 U.S.
dollars).

It was due to the halt of most
business during the Water Festival,
said some local experts. The YSX
will reopen on Thursday.

Ko Aung Thura said that it was
anormal status for a capital market.
The highest trading in early days
were due to people's interests as a
new market.

The YSX officially began trading
on March 25 with only one listed
company, First Myanmar Investment
(FMI) , being available for tran-
sactions. YSX was launched last

1333330300 mmm

December with six listed compa-
nies, two securities companies
and one fund settlement bank
although it was not ready for trading
by then.

If Myanmar's new Company
Act, which allows foreign investors
to join YSX, is submitted to the
new parliament, YSX's presence
will be at a larger stage, according
to Ma Man Man Thein.

Due to the fact that the majority
of the people are not so familiar
with the capital market yet and its
banking sector is still under-deve-
loped, Myanmar's financial sector
is far more weak as compared with
other countries in Southeast Asia.

Atpresent, there are five securities
companies providing services as
underwriters on YSX while another
five firms are waiting to be awarded
licenses.

Under an agreement signed on
Dec. 23, 2014, YSX is owned by
Tokyo Stock Exchange and Diawa
Securities Group with 49 per cent,
and the state-owned Myanmar
Economic Bank with 51 per cent.

Xinhua
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US find 'longest' drug tunnel on California-Mexico border

Los Angeles April 21

US authorities have uncovered
what they believe to be the longest
ever cross-border drug trafficking
tunnel connecting Mexico and
California, a statement said.

Estimated to span more than 800
yards (730 meters), it contains an
elevator, as well as lights and rail
and ventilation systems, the US
Attorney's Office for the Southern
District of California said Wednes-
day.

The narrow tunnel connects a
house in Tijuana, Mexico, to a
commercial lot in Otay Mesa,
California, where the exit is a three-
foot (0.9 meter) diameter hole that,
at one point, was hidden from view
by a dumpster, it said in a state-
ment.

Inside the tunnel, federal agents

found 68 bales of marijuana weigh-
ing 1,638 pounds (743 kilograms),
with another 1,430 pounds hidden

-~

X

in the dumpster.
Overall, authorities seized more
than 14,000 pounds of marijuana

iditheftunnellextends
m, and{linediw

and 2,242 pounds of cocaine during
the probe, which resulted in six
arrests in San Diego on Friday.
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"On the surface, few would ever
suspect that traffickers were moving
multi-ton quantities of cocaine and
marijuana worth tens of millions
of dollars in such an unassuming
way, through this rabbit hole in the
ground, in full view of the world
aroundit," US Attorney Laura Duffy
said.

The statement from the US
Attorney's Office compared the
tunnel's estimated length to that of
more than eight American football
fields, adding that "federal officials
have seized what they believe to
be the longest cross-border tunnel
ever discovered along the California-
Mexico border."

Six months ago, authorities from
both countries dismantled another
drug-trafficking tunnel in the same
AFP

border area.

Oil prices steady after US-fuelled gains

London April 21

Oil prices steadied on Thursday
after rising the previous session
thanks to news of a fall in US output
that eased concerns over a supply
glut.

Atabout 1100 GMT, US bench-
mark West Texas Intermediate for
delivery in June stood at $44.20 a
barrel -- unchanged from Wednes-
day's close.

Brent North Sea crude for June
delivery edged up two cents to
$45.80 a barrel.

Prices had surged four per cent
to near five-month highs on Wednes-
day after the US energy department
revealed the dip in the country's
crude production last week to levels
not seen since October 2014.

Rising US shale production
has been a key contributor to the
global oversupply, along with
elevated output from other produ-
cers including Saudi Arabia and
Russia.

Reports that Iraq is pushing for
new talks among producers after

the collapse of the Doha gathering
Sunday aimed at tackling excess
supplies had also provided strong
support to crude futures on Wed-
nesday.

The Doha meeting fell apart after
kingpin Saudi Arabia pulled out
owing to bitter rival Iran's refusal
to impose output limits.

Tehran said it was still in the
process of raising production after
the removal of nuclear-linked
Western sanctions in January.

AFP

China exported military drones to

10 nations: report

Beijing April 21

China has exported military
drones to more than 10 countries
in deals worth hundreds of millions
of dollars, and plans to sell unma-
nned craft capable of launching
laser-guided bombs, state-run media
said Thursday.

Chinese drones "have bigger
payloads, which means they can
carry more weapons" than their
competitors, Shi Wen, chief drone
designer at the China Academy of
Aerospace Aerodynamics, told the
China Daily newspaper.

Chinese companies dominate
the global market for commercial
drones, but the rare interview is a
sign Beijing is seeking to promote
itself as a manufacturer of unma-
nned military surveillance and
killing machines.
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Shi did not specify the countries
involved, the numbers sold or the
total value of the deals, but said the
academy's most valuable sale was
worth "hundreds of millions of US
dollars".

The drones are named Cai Hong,
or Rainbow, with the bestselling
CH-3 capable of firing missiles 10
kilometres (six miles) from a target
and staying in the air for more than
10 hours, the report said.

"One of our clients in Africa
uses each of its CH-3s about 100
hours on average each month," Shi
told the newspaper, which is publi-
shed by the government.

The academy is seeking an export
licence for a new CH-5 model
capable of launching air-to-surface
missiles and laser-guided bombs,
Shi added.

The drone made its first test
flight in August, the newspaper
said.

China has also exported smaller
unarmed search aircraft, it said,
citing a report last year that the
academy would export about 200
drones.

China has leapfrogged both
France and Germany to become
the third-largest source of major
arms globally, with its exports up
88 per cent in the 2011-2015 period
compared to the previous five years,
according to the Stockholm Interna-
tional Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI).

SIPRI's February report added
that Chinese weapons chiefly went
to other Asian countries, with
Pakistan the main recipient.

AFP

Malnutrition still major

health concern in N.
Korea: UN

Seoul April 21

Malnutrition remains a significant
health issue in North Korea, with
a drought last year slashing crop
output and undermining the push
for agricultural self-sufficiency,
according to a new UN report.

More than three quarters of North
Korea's population of 25 million
remain "food insecure and highly
vulnerable to shocks," said the
report compiled by UN agencies
in Pyongyang and published Wed-
nesday.

"An estimated 18 million people
are in need of some form of humani-
tarian assistance," it added.

Malnutrition rates continue to
be a public health concern, with
significant gaps remaining in
nutritional intake, particularly
affecting women and children
under-five.

Undernutrition is a major underly-
ing cause of "maternal and child
mortality and morbidity," said the
report.

According to the UN Food and
Agricultural Organisation (FAO)'s
2015 State of Food Insecurity
report, the proportion of people
undernourished in the total
population was 41.6 per cent in
2014-2016, up from 35.5 per cent

in 2005-2007.

By the end of 2015, the impact
of two consecutive drought seasons
had "severely affected" crop
performance, with production
down 11 per cent from the previous
year.

"The country continues to suffer
from food insecurity as well as
limited access to health and water,
sanitation and hygiene, resulting
in chronic malnutrition and poor
health outcomes," the report
said.

Production is constrained by
insufficient arable land, land degra-
dation due to intensive cultivation,
as well as a scarcity of quality seeds,
fertilisers and pesticides, the report
said.

North Korea has suffered regular
food shortages and hundreds of
thousands are believed to have died
during a famine in the mid-to-late
1990s.

International food aid, especially
from South Korea and the United
States, has been drastically cut amid
tensions over Pyongyang's nuclear
and ballistic missile programmes.

"The protracted humanitarian
situation (in North Korea) is largely
forgotten on the global agenda,"
the UN report said. AFP
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